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Dear Wildcats,
 Thank you for your support of Winter Park High School! As we continually strive 
to be the top producer of successful students in the nation, I would like to share some 
accomplishments from this past school year. A high performing school like WPHS does 
not exist without a dedicated staff, ambitious and inquisitive students, and the support 
of parents and the community. We all work together to make our school a great place for 
learning and achievement.
Here are some of the outstanding accomplishments from this past school year:
• Ranked by the U.S. News and World Report in the Top 10% Nation-wide (out of more 

than 20,000 schools)
• 5 National Merit Scholars
• 29 Super Scholars – Accepted into a Top 20 College or University
• 68 Students earned an International Baccalaureate Diploma
• Over $16 Million in scholarships earned
• 3,583 AP and IB Exams were administered to help students achieve college credits 

while in high school
• Ranked an ‘A’ School by the Florida Department of Education
• Digital Video Production – numerous students received national recognition for both the 

C-SPAN Student Cam Documentary and the Student Television Network competitions.
• Navy JROTC – our FAA Certified Pilot Ground School has produced 6 pilots; 10 more 

students passed the FAA Certification for Drone Piloting; through a Dual Enrollment 
partnership with Embry Riddle Aeronautical University, our students continue to achieve 
college credits and industry certifications while in high school.

• Performing Arts – 115 student-performers made All-County; 12 made All-State; 54 
Superiors at District Solo & Ensemble; 8 Superiors at State Solo & Ensemble – 2 of them 
with Distinction; Chorus selected as a Disney Candlelight Processional Honor Choir; 
numerous honors at community events for our Visual Arts program; Theater – award 
nominations for student performers in the production ‘Crazy for You’; Dance Team 
achieved a State Championship and 5th in the Nation.

• Athletics – 3 Team and 1 Individual State Champions; 1 State Runner-up; 3 Region 
Champions; 12 State Top 10 Finishes; 13 District Champions; 28 out of 30 Varsity teams 
had an average GPA over 3.0; Metro Conference ‘Bob Berry’ All Sports Award; 2 Student-
Athletes made the FHSAA Academic All-State Team

 Winter Park High School has a rich tradition of academic, athletic, and artistic excellence. 
As we hold our students to high expectations, we look forward to recognizing the many 
achievements that will continue that tradition.
Here are some important dates and reminders:
• Welcome Cats – will be held for our incoming 9th graders on Tuesday, August 6, from 

8 AM -4 PM at the ninth grade center. This day will provide an opportunity to pick up 
laptops, schedules, ID badges, and other important information, as well as to sign up 
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for various accounts like Canvas and Remind. Please reserve a half-hour 
block by going to our website and clicking on ‘Welcome Cats - Freshmen’ 
under Events. Then click ‘Sign up Genius.’

• Freshman Orientation – will take place on Wednesday, August 7, from 
5 – 7 PM. We will have many of our clubs, sports teams, performing 
arts programs, and other extra-curricular programs available to provide 
information that will help all of our incoming freshman get involved. 
Research shows that students are more successful academically when they 
are involved in extra-curricular activities outside of the regular school 
day. Additionally, students/parents will be able to see where their seven 
classrooms are located and talk to their teachers.

• Welcome Back Cats - will be held on the main campus for seniors, juniors, 
and sophomores. These sessions are designed for students to pick up a 
schedule, receive or replace an ID badge, purchase a parking decal, and 
rent a locker.
◊ Seniors - Tuesday, August 6, from 8 AM - 11 AM
◊ Juniors - Thursday, August 8, from 8 AM - 11 AM
◊ Sophomores - Friday, August 9, from 9 AM - 12:00 PM

• 1st Day of School – will be Monday, August 12. Arrive early! Traffic is 
usually congested for the first couple of weeks.

• Start/End Times – for the upcoming year:
◊ 9th Grade Center: 7:10 AM – 1:58 PM; Wednesdays 7:10 AM – 12:48 

PM
◊ Main Campus: 7:20 AM – 2:20 PM; Wednesdays 7:20 AM – 1:10 PM

 The best way to stay informed about individual/group recognition, 
upcoming events, and important reminders is through our weekly electronic 
newsletter. It will be available once the school year begins and is usually sent 
out every Sunday afternoon. Send a text message to 22828 to sign up for the 
newsletter. Enter the following text message content: WPHS. A prompt will 
then be sent asking for your email address. I hope you find this edition of the 
Wildcat Watch helpful, and I’m looking forward to a great 2019-2020 school 
year!
 Thanks again for your support of Winter Park High School, “Home of the 
Wildcats!”
Sincerely,
Matthew Arnold
Principal

http://www.FerrellWM.com
http://ahu.edu
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From Student Services
 Our Student Services team is comprised of 8 school counselors, one SAFE coordinator, 
one College and Career Specialist, an AP/IB coordinator, two 504 coordinators, ESE 
placement specialists, and our amazing clerical staff. Our team strives to provide excellent 
support to all our students.

ACADEMIC COUNSELING
 Students will meet with their guidance counselor 3 times during the year to discuss 
graduation requirements, course selections, and general guidance lessons. Main Campus 
students will also visit the College and Career Center. Counselors are also available for 
individual appointments. Students can stop by the Student Services Office to schedule 
an appointment.
 School Counselors have caseloads based on students’ last names. Here is the counselor 
Alpha breakdown for 2019-2020:

Mr. Manges: A-Cl
Mrs. Les: Co-Ge

Ms. Ducharme: Gi-La
Mrs. Caron: Le-O

Mrs. Mahrt: P-Sh
Ms. Johnson: Si-Z

Freshman Campus
Mrs. Exposito: A-L Ms. Baker: M-Z

 Schedule change requests will be considered at Welcome Back Cats and only during 
the first week of school on a case-by-case basis. Students are encouraged to view their 
schedule and ensure their courses are accurate.

TRANSCRIPTS
 Sophomores, juniors and seniors will receive a copy of their unofficial transcript 
to review for accuracy within the first three weeks of school. Please, take time to 
review it with your student and make necessary corrections within 5 days of receiving 
the transcript.
 We have a new student management system, Skyward, for scheduling, grades, and 
more. Please be patient as we all adjust to this learning curve.

COLLEGE AND CAREER CENTER
 The College and Career Center of 
Winter Park High School provides the 
following services to students:
• Assistance with career searches, 

interest surveys, and development 
of strengths through our Naviance 
Curriculum (Naviance.com)

• Assistance with determining the best 
schools for your student based on 
his or her career choices, interests, 
and needs

• Assistance with college, scholarship, 
and job applications

• Assistance with signing up and 
preparing for the SAT and ACT, and 
helping students determine their 
“best” test

• Practice interviews
• Assistance with the entire essay 

writing process as it pertains to 
admissions and scholarships

 The Center also has a library of 
resource materials that range from SAT, 
ACT, and AP test practice to selecting 
the right majors, colleges, and careers. 
We are always looking for volunteers 
willing to assist with the many initiatives 
taking place. Interested volunteers can 
contact Mrs. Mora. The Center is open 
Monday through Friday 7:00 AM to 3:00 
PM to all students. Parents may make an 
appointment to meet with Mrs. Mora by 
calling 407-622-3200 ext. 6182259 or via 
email at elisa.mora@ocps.net.

Main Campus

MY LIFE BACK”
Former Patient - Recovery Solutions

TO SCHEDULE A FREE AND CONFIDENTIAL ASSESSMENT CALL 

407-281-7000

Substance Use Disorder and
Mental Health Care

Often times life can be overwhelming. We are here. Let us help
you navigate through life’s sometimes unpredictable turns.

 
 
 

Adult Acute Mental Health Inpatient Treatment
Adult Detox and Medication Assistance Treatment Programs

Adult Co-occurring Disorder Treatment
Children and Adolescent Acute Care 

“I’VE BEEN GIVEN

2500 Discovery Dr. Orlando, FL 32826     www.universitybehavioral.com

Naviance.com
mailto:elisa.mora@ocps.net
http://www.ofsmidfl.com
http://www.universitybehavioral.com


Join WPHS PTSA!
INVEST IN YOUR SCHOOL … 

INVEST IN THE FUTURE!
Your PTSA membership includes e-mail updates about school events and exclusive WPHS 

spirit items only available to PTSA members while supplies last.

Checks payable to WPHS PTSA, cash, credit card at Welcome Back Events or pay online 
under NON-PROFIT GROUPS at www.Schoolpay.com

 q $25 Wildcat Membership: includes 1 PTSA membership and 1 WPHS spirit magnet
 q $45 Wildcat Plus+One Membership: includes 2 PTSA memberships and 2 WPHS 

spirit magnets (If you have a Senior, name them as one member to be eligible for 
PTSA Scholarship)

 q $125 Silver Cat Membership: includes 2 PTSA memberships, 2 WPHS spirit magnet 
and 1 exclusive WPHS game day crossbody bag (If you have a Senior, name them 
as one member to be eligible for PTSA Scholarship)

 q $300 Gold Cat Membership: includes 2 PTSA memberships, 2 WPHS spirit magnet, 
1 exclusive WPHS spirit game day crossbody bag, 1 exclusive WP trinket 
tray, 4 tickets to the Homecoming Barbeque and bleacher seating for 6 at the 
Homecoming Parade (If you have a Senior, name them as one member to be eligible 
for PTSA Scholarship)

 q $30 Teacher Appreciation Donation: This donation will go towards the purchase 
of gift cards for our teachers and staff.

Member name(s): ____________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________

Campus (circle one): 9GC   or   Main  Phone: ________________________________

E-mail (please print clearly): ___________________________________________________
This membership drive is the ONLY fundraiser for the PTSA. Membership dues fund virtually 
100% of PTSA- sponsored programs/events such as Faculty Enrichment Grants, Teacher 
Appreciation, College & Career Center, the school clinic, Homecoming BBQ, Baccalaureate 
Reception, PTSA scholarships and more! Thank you for joining the PTSA!
In order to receive PTSA membership cards, premiums and to be eligible for PTSA 
scholarships, memberships must be received prior to Friday, December 20, 2019.

To receive your spirit items without delay, bring this completed form to the Membership 
table at Welcome Back Cats on August 6, 8 and 9 or to Freshman Orientation on August 7.

If you prefer to mail your form:
Mrs. Stacey Cox c/o Winter Park High School PTSA

820 Brock Street
Winter Park, FL 32789

Spirit items not picked up during Welcome Back events may be picked up at the Front 
Office on your student’s campus.

PTSA 2019-20 Membership Form: Administrative Use Only

Received spirit magnet(s) _______ Received gift(s) _______ Check Number _________

HOMECOMING
2019

savethedate

WINTER PARK HIGH SCHOOL
INVITES YOU TO

Parade, Pep Rally, Barbecue
Wednesday, October 2
at 5:30pm
Central Park &
Park Avenue

www.Schoolpay.com
http://OrthoDrDann.com
http://www.EyeAssociatesWP.com
http://www.massagetherapy.cc
http://www.GoParkDental.com
http://www.precisioncollisionorlando.com


Winter Park
High School
Foundation

The WPHS Foundation
 On behalf of the students, teachers, coaches 
and administrators of Winter Park High School, 
we thank you for your continued support of the 
Winter Park High School Foundation. We had 
another amazing year and raised a total of over 
$265,500! Wow!
 Our 2019 annual Restore the Roar event 
was a huge success and so much fun! We 
are incredibly proud to share that we raised 
$125,000 and want to thank ALL our donors, 
sponsors, vendors and attendees, but especially 
The Galloway Foundation (Jere Daniels) 
for their $50,000 match. We were thrilled to 
celebrate the success of Restore the Roar 2019 by 
giving away $13,149 to 31 WPHS student teams, 
groups and organizations from sponsorships, 
table sales and donated silent auction items. 

This annual event helps raise funds for so many needed projects at WPHS and 
Showalter Field and we are thrilled to now be able to start the renovations in the 
WPHS Student Media Center and purchase 90 TI-Nspire CX II and TI-Nspire CX 
II CAS graphing calculators for our WPHS Mathematical Department. Save the 
date for Restore the Roar 2020: February 22, 2020!
 We continue to be focused on supporting a wide variety of efforts in support of our 
WPHS students. We completed our multi-year shade project, so next time you are on 
the main campus, take a look at the amazing shade over the pool area and the outdoor 
lunch area! This was an enormous project and would not have been possible without 
our amazing community and generous donor base!
 We will launch our 2019-2020 annual campaign in the fall and look forward to 
connecting with all of you at the Welcome Back Cats events in August. Reminder, our Cat 
Shack will re-open once school starts, where you can buy ALL your WPHS shirts, swag, 
hats, etc.!! We hope you are having a great summer and look forward to seeing you soon. 
Please follow both us and the Cat Shack on Facebook: @WinterParkHighSchoolFoundation 
and @wphscatshack. 

Go Cats!

Maitland Winter Park
171 S Orlando Ave, Ste D
Maitland, FL 32751

Store Hours
Sunday - Thursday: 11AM – 10PM
Friday & Saturday: 11AM – 12AM

Dean H. Whitman, DMD
Pablo Martinez, DMD

Don E. Tillery, Jr., DMD 
Avery D. Goldberg, DDS
Aaron L. Campbell, DMD

407-629-4444
oofs.net

Dean H. Whitman, DMD
Pablo Martinez, DMD

Don E. Tillery, Jr., DMD 
Avery D. Goldberg, DDS
Aaron L. Campbell, DMD

407-629-4444
oofs.net

Dean H. Whitman, DMD
Pablo Martinez, DMD

Don E. Tillery, Jr., DMD 
Avery D. Goldberg, DDS
Aaron L. Campbell, DMD

407-629-4444
oofs.net

Dean H. Whitman, DMD
Pablo Martinez, DMD

Don E. Tillery, Jr., DMD 
Avery D. Goldberg, DDS
Aaron L. Campbell, DMD

407-629-4444
oofs.net

http://wpvet.com
http://fanniehillman.com
http://oofs.net


Athletics
ATHLETIC PHYSICALS
 All students interested in participating in a sport must 
have a completed athletic physical on file with the athletic 
trainer before they will be allowed to participate. More 
information can be found at https://winterparkathletics.
org/athletic-physicals/. FALL SPORTS

Important Fall Dates: 
Please visit www.winterparkathletics.org

for more detailed information.
FIRST DAY OF PRACTICE / 
TRYOUTS FOR FALL SPORTS
Monday, July 29 Boys’ & Girls’ Cross Country – 6:15 

am; Cady Way pool parking lot

Monday, July 29 Football – 6:45 am; WPHS 
Multipurpose Building

Tuesday, July 30 Boys’ Golf – 10:00 am; Rio Pinar 
Golf course

Tuesday, July 30 Girls’ Golf – 10:00 am; Winter 
Pines Golf course

Monday, July 29 Girls’ Volleyball – returning players 
@ 2:30 pm, new to WPHS @ 5:30 
pm; WPHS gym

Monday, August 5 Boys’ & Girls’ Bowling – 3:00 pm; 
WPHS Multipurpose Building

Monday, August 12 Boys’ & Girls’ Swimming – 2:30 
pm; WPHS pool

Monday August 12 Boys’ & Girls’ Diving – 5:30 pm; 
WPHS pool

FALL MEETING DATES
Tuesday, August 6 @ 6:00 pm: WPHS auditorium – Parent/student 
meeting for all sports
 This meeting is most beneficial for parents and students new to 
WPHS but all students and parents are invited. Coaches from each of 
our sports will be in attendance to meet with students/parents. Meeting 
will start with basic athletic information from Andy Chiles, athletic 
director and Elaine Judy, athletic trainer. After this information session, 
students and parents will meet with coaches of the sports they would 
like to participate.
Wednesday, August 7 @ 5:00 pm: WPHS freshman campus – Orientation
Many teams will be present in the freshman campus cafeteria to answer 
questions and talk with incoming freshman and their parents about 
participating in their sport.

ATHLETIC WEBSITE
 Information like coach’s contact information, schedules, athletic 
passes, athletic history, letterman jackets and more can be found at www.
winterparkathletics.org.

$25
BONUS1SIGN•UP

Join
TODAY!

OPENACCOUNTONLINE

$25
BONUS1SIGN•UP

$25
BONUS1SIGN•UP

Join
TODAY!

https://winterparkathletics.org/athletic
https://winterparkathletics.org/athletic
www.winterparkathletics.org
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www.winterparkathletics.org
http://www.midflorida.com


International Baccalaureate
Greetings,
 On behalf of the Winter Park High School International Baccalaureate faculty, 
I would like to welcome you to the 2019-20 school year and congratulate you on 
your decision to enroll in one of our two International Baccalaureate Programmes, 
or have decided to add an IB course to your schedule. We applaud your choice in 
a programme and courses which puts emphasis on educating the “whole person” 
and to use the life skills learned in high school to function successfully in college 
and in the work place after college. We strongly believe that the steps our students 
take today will help them shape their future tomorrow. The WPHS IB Programmes, 
and courses, aim to help young generations pave their own pathway. We would like 
to take a moment to congratulate our graduating class of 2019. They graduated 
with a high amount of scholarships and grants. They were accepted to a full range 
of colleges including Northwestern, Duke, Emory, US Naval Academy, Vanderbilt, 
UF, FSU, Belmont, UNC and Brown just to name a few. What is unique is all of the 
students will recognize the benefits of an IB education in college, and will receive 
college credit for courses. For those new to WPHS, we have two IB Programmes on 
campus. The IB Diploma Programme (DP) and the IB Career-related Programme 
(CP). The Diploma Programme has been in existence at WPHS for 33+ years 
and is world renown for being one of the strongest and most successful DP in 
central Florida (# 1) in the state (# 7), nationally and globally. The Career-related 
Programme just graduated their second cohort of seniors. We are extremely proud 
of both programmes and looking forward to watching them continue to grow and 
develop with our amazing students.
 As mentioned above, YES, we are now offering IB courses to students not enrolled 
in either of our programmes. This is extremely exciting news for our school. The 
benefits of participation in either of our two IB programmes and IB courses are 
numerous. A college level of instruction from global perspectives, development 
of strong study skills, and encouragement of critical thinking are just a few. We 
believe that the culmination of this course work is the examination itself. We 
strongly encourage each student to fulfill every stage of his/her commitment to 
excellence. Taking the examinations will enable students to be prepared for college 
examinations, both oral and written, and may facilitate acceptance and/or advanced 
placement on the university level. To electronically access more information about 
the International Baccalaureate Organization, please check our new website (https://
winterparkhs.ocps.net/academics/ international_baccalaureate) or please feel free 
to investigate more at www.ibo.org.
 We look forward to seeing everyone at Welcome Back Cats and everyone having 
a strong beginning to the new school year,
– Mr. Blackmon, IB Coordinator

https://winterparkhs.ocps.net/academics
https://winterparkhs.ocps.net/academics
www.ibo.org
http://www.MartinDontics.com
http://www.kellypriceandcompany.com
http://lochhavenvet.com
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To download a pdf version of this newsletter, go to www.academypublishing.com.

WPHS CHORUS WANTS YOU!
ALL STUDENTS ARE WELCOME! NO AUDITION IS NECESSARY!

Learn more at:
https://youtu.be/JY0a065Awq0

Chorus provides students with many opportunities including:
• Biennial trips to places such as New York City, Boston, and Washington DC (next 

trip Spring 2020)
• Performances at Walt Disney World (students can earn up to six Disney tickets)
• Night on Broadway (past shows include The American Songbook, Titanic, and Les 

Misérables)
• International Championship of High School A Cappella South Champions (2012 

and 2015) and National A Cappella Convention (2018)
• Best of High School A Cappella (2017 and 2018)
• Straight Superior Ratings at District Festivals
• Vocal skills that can result in college scholarships $$$
 Incoming freshmen and their parents should plan to attend a brief meeting at the 
end of Freshman Orientation on Wednesday, August 7th at 7:00 p.m. in the Ninth 
Grade Center Music Room 407. The meeting will feature information about the Choral 
Department and a featured performance by Park Singers.
 Students interested in auditioning for a select ensemble (Concert Choir) and/
or contemporary a cappella groups (Take 7 and NSO) should email Mr. Swope for 
additional details and to set up an audition.

It is not too late to add chorus to your schedule. Don’t miss out!
Contact our directors and/or your guidance counselor.

 ¾ Matthew Swope, Director of Choral Activities (matthew.swope@ocps.net)
 ¾ Hollie Pratt, Associate Director of Choral Activities (hollie.pratt@ocps.net)

www.academypublishing.com
https://youtu.be/JY0a065Awq0
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