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 I hope this letter finds you healthy and happy and enjoying the New Year. As strange as it may sound, 
we are already thinking about next school year. Over the next several weeks, students will meet with their 
school counselor to begin the process of selecting classes for next school year. These meetings will take 
place during the school day during the month of February mainly through English classes. Please reach 
out to your student’s school counselor with questions on the registration process. For our seniors, they 
will begin to finalize their plans for life after high school. All seniors are encouraged to stay current with 
graduation dates and deadlines and to look for the next edition of the senior letter. We anxiously await 
celebrating with the Class of 2023 at their graduation ceremony on Saturday, June 3rd at 7:30pm at the 
Daytona Beach Ocean Center.
 We are finding that students are becoming more and more distracted by their cell phones during class 
time. In some cases, students are responding to text messages and taking phone calls from parents during 
class. This impacts a student’s ability to concentrate and focus completely on the instruction taking place. 
In the end, this lack of focus impacts the student grade in the class. Parents, please be mindful of this and 
limit contact with students to before and after school and during lunch. If you find your student reaching 
out to you during class time, remind him or her of the responsible use of the cell phone and impose family 
consequences for a lack of compliance. Let’s see if we can resolve this issue together.
 This semester, students in grades 9 and 10 are scheduled to take the Florida Assessment of Student 
Thinking (FAST) which will measure the student’s understanding of the Benchmarks for Excellent Student 
Thinking (BEST) in Reading. The FAST-Reading assessment will be administered on May 8 and May 9. 
The dates for the required End of Course (EOC) tests for all students currently enrolled in: United States 
History – May 4 or 5, Biology – May 10 or 11, Algebra – May 12, and Geometry – May 15 or 16. Students 
will need a fully charged laptop for all State tests. Students currently enrolled in AP and IB classes, those 
exams are scheduled to be administered during the month of May. For more information about these 
assessments visit our school’s website sprucecreekhigh.com and click on the Testing Tab
 As a result of the collective efforts of our students, faculty and community, the Hawks continue to soar. 
Our graduation remained at nearly 94% and over 1,800 of our students earned honor roll status for the first 
semester. Nearly 250 students earned straight “A” grades for the first semester. Conference, district, and 
regional championships were won by both teams and individuals for our fall and winter sports. It’s truly a 
great time to be a Hawk!

News
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 In an effort to stay informed 
with events on campus, please 
visit our school’s website at www.
sprucecreekhigh.com and follow 
us on Facebook and Twitter @
GreatDay2BAHawk and Instagram at 
sprucecreekhighhawks.
 It’s a Great Day to be a Hawk

GUIDANCE 
Happy New Year Hawks! 
 We hope everyone enjoyed their holiday break and returned ready to soar through the final 
semester. Seniors going to college that have not already completed the FAFSA for federal financial 
aid online at www.fafsa.ed.gov need to do so immediately. Also, if you did not register for the 
Bright Futures Scholarship, which is state financial aid, please see Mrs. Meadows in the Guidance 
office right away for information on how to apply. 
 Juniors and Seniors that have taken Algebra 2 or higher should register for the SAT and/or 
ACT for college acceptance and to meet testing requirements for a Bright Futures Scholarship. If 
you qualify for free/reduced student lunch, see your School Counselor for a fee waiver. The SAT 
and ACT can also be used to earn concordant scores to meet high school graduation requirements 
if you have not already passed the FSA ELA and/or Algebra 1 EOC. 
 Please listen to daily announcements and visit our school website often. You can email 
Mr. Zablo (crzablo@volusia.k12.fl.us) and ask him to add your email address to the daily 
announcements distribution list so you don’t miss any news. The announcements will be delivered 
to your inbox daily! 
 Registration for next school year is scheduled to begin at the end of January. The Counselors 
are looking forward to meeting individually with students to review recommendations and elective 
choices so their course requests can be selected for next school year. Remember foreign language is 
NOT a graduation requirement, but it IS required for university admission and for Bright Future 
Scholarships. If you need to remediate any courses you did not pass, talk to your Counselor about 
summer opportunities to get caught up with your credits! 
 Please remember that students may see their Counselor without an 
appointment before school or during student lunch. Visit the counseling 
department website at www.sprucecreekcounseling.weebly.com throughout the 
year for valuable information. Or use the QR code here or in the Guidance office 
to access the site through your phone! You can contact your Counselor directly 
through the QR code to ask a question or request an appointment. 

An Extremely Important Note 
From Ms. Batten and Dr. Sparger:
Hello Hawks, 
 It is essential to check your vcs2go.net 
email account daily.
 Your teachers, administration, and testing 
coordinator use this communication method to 
give you important updates and information. 
Checking your vcs2go.net email daily will allow 
you to keep current with school events, clubs, 
sports, and essential testing information you 
may need.
 Please check your email daily.
 It’s a GREAT day to be a Hawk!

www.sprucecreekhigh.com
www.sprucecreekhigh.com
www.fafsa.ed.gov
mailto:crzablo@volusia.k12.fl.us
www.sprucecreekcounseling.weebly.com
vcs2go.net
vcs2go.net
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National Honor Society Report for SCHS
NEWS AND VIEWS JANUARY 12, 2023 BY GAVIN DAIN
 Hello readers: Under normal circumstances, I would be wishing 
you all a happy new year and telling you how excited we are to 
start 2023 with a reinvigorated focus regarding serving our school 
and community. Unfortunately, right now is anything but normal 
circumstances. The Creek community is hurting during this tragic 
event. Our thoughts and prayers are with one of our faculty members 
and her family during this challenging time. Tragedies like this remind 
us of the fragility of life and the importance of holding those close to us 
and showing our love to one another.
 During this trying time, we as a club intend to serve our student body and 
our community to the best of our abilities. We’re pursuing a wide range of initiatives from helping 
with color runs, food pantries, beach cleanups, and so much more. I am looking forward to the 
opportunities we hold this quarter and I’m confident in the club’s ability to make tangible impacts 
through these events.
 We accomplished a number of projects this second quarter including these few: we handmade 
thank you cards for veterans; donated Toys to Operation Changing Lives; lifted spirits for the 
Holiday Season with Our Door Decorating Contest; distributed Thanksgiving Brigade Food 
Baskets to needy families in the community; cleaned Bushman Park on a Saturday morning; and 
helped the Ponce Inlet Children’s Halloween party. FYI: Jurassic Holiday 2022 Door WINNERS: 
Best Overall Door in 2022 was Mr. Rudd’s door D-12; The best quality winner is Mrs. Leathead 
room C-7; The most comical door winner is Mrs. Morris’ room door B-10; Best presentation of 
the theme winner is Ms. Duncan’s door C-10. Honorable mentioned doors: Deamer B-7, Zablo 
E-29, G. Taylor C-3, Alexander M-17. Phillips B-8 
 For my readers, I wish you all well and hope that you are all happy and healthy. Until next 
time, goodbye. Gavin

January 13th Newsletter for  
Beta Club 
 National Beta Club is one 
of the largest nonprofit youth 
organizations in the United States 
that encourages the ideals of what a student can best be. The goal of Beta Club at Creek is to provide 
services to our community and people around us, fostering leadership skills in our members. In the 
second quarter, Beta collaborated with the Payit4ward organization to hand out turkeys to families 
in need during Thanksgiving time. Members also participated in the Walk to End Alzheimer’s, 
Tomoka Elementary Fall Festival, and multiple beach cleanups. Beta Club was one of the service 
organizations at Creek that contributed to Thanksgiving Basket Brigade Donations. In the third 
quarter, we are looking forward to working with more organizations in our community. To stay 
in touch with what Beta is doing near you, follow our Instagram: @creekbeta. 

http://www.aceittestprep.com
http://www.carolinaseafoodco.com
http://ksruma.com
http://www.daytonabeachwomenscenter.com
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JANUARY NEWSLETTER FINAL
 Hello Hawks! As we come to end off another exciting year, we would 
like to share the experiences and opportunities within the Spruce High 
School’s Army Hawk Battalion! 
 Cadets within the classroom came to learn about the importance 
of Service Learning. “What is service learning?” you may ask. Service 
learning is an active and experiential learning strategy where cadets have 
a direct impact on an identified need that interests and motivates them. 
JROTC requires that ‘service’ within the community be enhanced by 
motivating all cadets to participate in a Service-Learning Project. Service 
learning brings academics to life and is driven by student involvement. 
But how did we apply this knowledge? We applied our learning at the 
Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Event, run by the American 
Cancer Society that was on October 29th, 2022. Ms. Leslie Castillo, our 
outstanding partner through this event, is the Director of Philanthropy 
for the American Cancer Society. We feel honored and thankful that Ms. 
Leslie asked us to assist in this event! Thank you, Ms. Leslie! With that, 
because of this very special event, we voluntarily withdrew from the Port 
Orange Family Days Parade due to the two events conflicting one another. 
During the American Cancer Society event, we provided volunteerism, 
convenience, moral support, and a color guard in respect of the American 
Cancer Society. The Color Guard consisted of the following cadets: Lead 
Rifle C/2LT Julia Ramblas, National Flag C/CPT Connor Kress, State Flag 
C/PNI Wesley Johnston, Breast Cancer Flag C/2LT Lisa Marie Kiad, and 
Rear Rifle C/1LT Kari Anna Kiad. We thank these cadets for their time 
and devotion to executing a color guard for this event. 
 Within the program, we would also like to celebrate our graduating 
seniors who participated in the Spruce Creek High School’s Senior Night. 
The following cadets included Battalion Commander, C/LTC Kayla 
Moutlon, our XO, C/MAJ Jenna Lowry, our Command Sergeant Major, 
C/CSM Cora Anderson, C/CPT Connor Kress, C/1LT Kari Anna Kiad, 
C/1LT Dawson Taylor, C/1LT Jayda McClure, C/1LT Thomas Prigge, 
C/1LT Julia Ramblas, C/SSG Sinai Holloman, C/SSG Krisalyn Wilson, 
and C/PNI Gianna Marcantonio. We celebrate these seniors and know 
that they will do great things after high school! 
 Going into the month of November, we began in the classroom 
learning and going over stationary movements and then progressing 
into marching in preparation of the Christmas Parade. Unfortunately, 
the Christmas Parade was canceled due to the aftereffects of Hurricanes 

Ian and Nicole. In the meantime, our Raider Team worked very hard to 
prepare for their in-school Raider Competition on Thursday, November 
17th. The Spruce Creek High School JROTC Raider Team is a competitive 
Varsity athletic team that competes against other schools and commands 
a high level of athleticism. By joining the team, everyone is dedicated to 
come to practice after school and are taught raider team events such as 
tire flips, rope bridge, kettlebell run, 5k course, and a cross country rescue 
which all designed to test your physical limits. This team teaches high 
school students how to work together as a team, and become physically 
and mentally strong, and it gets you out of your comfort zone to become 
a better leader. This was the first official raider team we’ve had since 2019 
and so this event was very important to not only the program but to our 
JROTC Seniors as well. Raider Team Commander C/1LT Dawson and 
his team have worked very hard through months of training to make this 
event happen! Congratulations to our 2022-2023 Raider Team! 
 Moving into the month of December, we continued to strive for 
greatness. This was one of our busiest times of the year because of the 
preparation for our annual Military Formal hosted by our Battalion 
Commander C/LTC Kayla Moulton. The Military Formal is one of our 
most pleasurable events within the JROTC program and is a privilege to 
attend. Cadets prepare by reading the lesson pertaining to military formal 
etiquette. Each year we have a guest speaker who serves as our honorable 
guest. This year’s guest speaker was Mrs. Leslie Castillo. Her time at 
the American Cancer Society is dedicated to building key community 
relationships to help fund the mission of the Society, helping save lives by 
battling cancer. We are honored to have her attend our formal this year. 
Opening our event, was Miss Kaila Twarkins, who sang our National 
Anthem. We thank her for volunteering to sing at our formal. During 
this event, we had a Color Guard executed by the following cadets: C/
CPT Connor Kress, C/1LT Dawson, C/2LT Julia Ramblas, C/SGT Logan 
Higginbotham, and C/PNI Wesley Johnston. We also had an Honor 
Guard executed by the following cadets: C/SSG Preston Bates, C/SSG 
Allison Rodriguez, C/2LT Lisa Marie Kiad, C/SGT Jackson Ware, C/CPL 
Matthew Verocay, and C/PNI Conner Everson. We recognize these cadets 
and thank them for their dedication to honor and respect our country! 
 That’s all for this year and we hope to see you in the New Year! 

JROTC

HOOAH!

Support Spruce Creek High School
by advertising in the News & Views! 

This is a wonderful way for your business to get 
community recognition and exposure, and at the 

SAME TIME help support your local schools!

Janet Cunningham

Spruce Creek High School
386-756-7200

http://academypublishing.com/advertising.php
http://academypublishing.com/advertising.php
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The Young Republicans 
BY D. PULTZ 
 The Young Republicans have had an amazing second quarter filled with activity. 
Our first meeting was held on Monday November 2022 where we discussed our 
upcoming events, such as handing out voter guides, Wreaths Across America, and 
Lincoln Day Dinner. Our second meeting was held on Friday, December 2, 2022, 
where we talked about the success, we had of handing out our voter guides. We also 
discussed the upcoming events of Wreaths Across America and Lincoln Day Dinner. 
Wreaths Across America was scheduled for Saturday December 17, 2022. We learned 
The Lincoln Day Dinner had been moved to Sunday, January 22, 2023. 
 On Tuesday November 8, 2022, the Young Republicans met early in the morning 
and handed out voter guides outside the Spruce Creek campus as voters were. 
 coming in to vote. We handed out plenty of voter guides and gave the people of 
Port Orange information of who to vote for in the Republican party. 
 On Saturday December 17, 2022, we attended and helped distribute wreaths in 
the annual Wreaths Across America event at Edgewater Cemetery. The ceremony 
began at noon and lasted until 12:45 where we then helped distribute the wreaths to 
the attendees and volunteers for them to lay on the graves of our veterans. We were 
also able to lay some of the wreaths on the grave. Everyone there who laid a wreath 
would say the name of the person on the gravestone, so that they would never forget 
the people who have fought for and defended our country. 
 The Young Republicans have an optimistic look ahead for the third quarter. We 
have already planned the Lincoln Day Dinner on Sunday January 22, 2022, as we 
will help set up the tables, venues, and decorations across the Ocean Center banquet 
hall. On the following Friday, January 27th, we’ll have our club picture taken for the 
yearbook. We have also planned to scrapbook the memories the group has had so 
far and will be putting them in order. We hope to see those who are interested in 
supporting conservative values in room C-09 during lunch on Friday, January 20, 
2022. The balance of our school year meetings will be February 3, March 3, April 7 
and May 5, 2023. 

 Federally Insured by NCUA

*Only a $5 minimum deposit required to open account and become a Launch CU 
member. You can open an account if you live, work, worship, or attend school in 
the counties we serve. Loans require credit approval. The rate you pay is based 
on your credit history and term. 

http://daytonastate.edu
http://www.atlanticorthodontics.com
http://launchcu.com
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Theatre Department News 
 The theatre department is busy preparing 
our next mainstage musical Mean Girls – High 
School Edition (PG-13) based on the 2004 
motion picture. We will be one of the first 
theatres in the country to produce this Tony 
nominated musical so make sure to book your 
tickets early. 
Tickets can be purchased at www.teachtix.com: 
 Adults $15 
 Students $10 
Performance Dates:
• Friday February 10th 7pm 
• Saturday February 11th 7pm 
• Sunday February 12th 3pm 
• Friday February 17th 7pm 
• Saturday February 18th 7pm 
• Sunday February 19th 3pm 
 Incoming 9th grade students interested in 
applying for the new Advance Performing Arts 
Program at Spruce Creek High School please 
email Mrs. Cicciarelli at jeciccia@volusia.k12.
fl.us. We will have the 2nd round of applications 
in March. 

1652 Taylor Rd, Suite 303
Port Orange, FL
386.433.2244

thejoint.com

*Minors must be accompanied by a parent/guardian

STUDENT
DISCOUNT
AVAILABLE

want to support us?
Help Spruce Creek High School by advertising 
in the News & Views!

Your advertisement helps fund the newsletter and 
at the SAME TIME your business gets community 
recognition and exposure.

Janet Cunningham, Spruce Creek High School • 386-322-6272

www.teachtix.com
mailto:jeciccia@volusia.k12.fl.us
mailto:jeciccia@volusia.k12.fl.us
http://thejoint.com
http://www.academypublishing.com/advertising.php
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Don’t Forget to
CHECK YOUR EMAIL DAILY

Asian Association News and Views Report January 12, 2023
 Here’s hoping everyone has had a happy Winter Break. January 2023 is here and so is Vietnam- 
a country rich with history. If you were able to attend our January 12th meeting, then you know 
Mrs. Keith retrieved LeAnh’s Bun Ga. That’s lemon grass chicken with noodles and veggies. It 
was SO delicious. Many thanks to Secretary Yuna Zhang for reporting on a few facts regarding 
Vietnam. President Karlee Ling taught us a Vietnamese game which we will play at our February 
9th meeting. We will celebrate the Lunar New Year of the Rabbit. We are working on a February 
fundraiser which will involve a Wishing Tree. 
 In December several of our creative members created the Jurassic Holiday Door with Mt. 
Fuji and Godzilla. At our December meeting, we learned about Mongolia and the importance of 
horses and camels to the many tribes living on the plains. We also decorated holiday cookies. At our 
November meeting we studied Israel. Many thanks to Abigail Clark for providing us with an Israeli 
meal: a Ksha Noodles (pasta bowl dish), Babka Bread (sweet, layered bread) and a Hamantqaschen 
cookies (Haman’s pockets: triangle dessert with jelly in the middle.) At our October meeting we 
celebrated Thailand and appreciated Karlee’s power point lesson. Leanh’s prepared Pad Thai for 
our lunch, and it was scrumptious. 
 Club pictures will be taken January 27th Only those who have paid their $15 dues will be able 
to be in the picture. You may pay on our school website. Once your dues are paid, Mrs. Meadows 
will give you a foo dog shirt. Remember to join the Remind: @creekaa for more information.

http://www.MessickFamilyDentistry.com
http://CypressHeadGolf.com
http://95andvine.com
http://keiseruniversity.edu
http://RealEstateCopp.com
http://totalvisionportorange.com
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German Club
Guten Tag, Hawks!
 We at the German Club have had a very eventful 
school year so far! During Homecoming week, we had a 
lot of fun! The club was at carnival on October 14th with 
a booth selling pretzels that were a smashing success. 
Everybody loved the pretzels, and we ended up selling 
out in the end. The club also had a beach cleanup at 
Toronita Avenue Park on December 6th where we went 
out on the beach and helped clean up the shores. The 
beach was astronomically dirty because the hurricane 
had destroyed the shores and brought a lot of debris and 
trash onto the beach. The German club did their best 
to make a positive impact on the beach’s environment. 
Through the months of November and December, the 
club sold festive advent calendars that had little pieces 
of chocolate behind each door. We had a very festive 
Christmas party where we played a long fun game of 
monopoly. And right now, we are running a pet supply 
drive with Halifax humane society which will be running 
through January 13th. Please consider donating any pet 
supplies to room F-03 to support the pets! The German 
club has had a very fun and eventful year so far with 
many more fun and events to come soon! 
 Auf Wiedersehen in F-03

Soccer Camp
 The 7th annual Creek Soccer Summer Camp will take place at Spruce 
Creek high school during the weeks of June 12-16, 19-23 and 26-30. The 
camp is open to boys and girls ages 7-17. Campers can attend 1, 2 or 3 
weeks. Camp hours are 9am-noon. Registration fee is $85 per week with 
sibling and multiweek camper discounts. 
 Our camp is operated by high school and college soccer coaches, as 
well as college soccer players. We focus on developing technical abilities, 
teaching sportsmanship and having fun. A registration form will be posted 
on the soccer page at sprucecreekhigh.com at a later date. Please feel free 
to email Coach Keith Costner at krcostne@volusia.k12.fl.us if you have 
any questions.

Spruce Creek High School

Go Hawks!

sprucecreekhigh.com
mailto:krcostne@volusia.k12.fl.us

