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A Message from the Principal
Dear Sea Lion Families,
 Happy 2022! We are into our second semester now. Please be sure to check your child’s grades on 
Skyward Family Access along with their tardies and attendance. Being on time to class and attending 
daily is a huge key for student success. Doctor Phillips High School and Lake Nona High School have 
met with our 8th graders to prepare them for classes next year. We need our 8th graders to finish the 
year strong so that they can start high school with good grades and high test scores!
 I would like to take a moment to discuss students on social media. Many of our students have 
phones and spend a lot of time on social media and texting. I cannot encourage parents enough 
to monitor how children are using these platforms. So many negative things are occurring on 
text and social media platforms that lead to student to issues in school that impact student 
learning. TikTok, Snap Chat, Instagram, YouTube and a plethora of other platforms have 
become a major source of negative issues for students. These platforms have a positive 
side, but monitoring how our children are using them is key.
 I am glad to see that COVID-19 cases are on the decline and the light at the 
end of the COVID tunnel seems to be getting brighter. I hope that the next article 
that I write for our Sea Line will have no mention of COVID! Please be sure to 
follow our school’s weekly newsletter for important upcoming dates and visit our 
school’s website at Southwestms@ocps.net. Thank you for your continued support 

of Southwest Middle School, and remember, GO SEA LIONS!
           Raymond “Chuck” Yockel

    Principal
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Vision
A safe place where higher 
learning, creativity, and an 
appreciation for diversity 
lead to achievement.

Mission
To create a safe environment 
where learning is our priority, 
diversity is respected, and 
achievements are celebrated.

Front Desk 5252221
Secretary 5252223
Bookkeeper 5252225
Clinic 5252229
Attendance 5252232
Cafeteria 5252226
Media Center 5252227
Discipline Office 5252243

Core Values
We are committed to providing:
• A Safe and Respectful Learning Environment
• Rigorous Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessments
• Supportive Interventions for Academics and Behavior
• A Caring Atmosphere Where Family Involvement is Embraced

Important Telephone  
Numbers
Southwest Middle School
6450 Dr. Phillips Blvd. • Orlando, FL  32819
Phone:(407)370-7200 • Fax:(407)370-7210

mailto:Southwestms@ocps.net
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AVID
Coming soon in AVID: 2022 AVID shirts, Guest Speakers, field trip to a 
local college (fingers crossed!)

Friendly Reminders: TRFs due every Tuesday and Thursday.

Parent AVID Tip: Check out your student’s planner nightly to see what they 
accomplished for each period during their school day, and any upcoming 
assignment/project/test dates they may have. The planner is a great tool to 
stay organized by keeping track of due dates.
Interested in AVID? Want to know more or apply? Email Ms. Scudlo or 
Mrs. Hammond at lora.scudlo@ocps.net or Kathryn.hammond@ocps.net.

Guidance
 Students, congratulations 
on the completion of the first 
semester! If you did not pass one 
of your core courses (Language 
Arts, Math, Science, or Social 
Studies) this semester, it will be 
essential to communicate with 
your teacher of the failed course 
to come up with strategies on 
what to do to bring up the failing 
grade by the end of the school 
year. Remember, students must 
have a final passing grade in 
each of their core classes to 
avoid summer school.

Student Council
 The student council has been busy in the 2nd quarter. We were able to 
truly make an impact on our community through our service projects. We 
started with our Homeless Care Kits. We were able to donate over 100 items 
to local families in need. Next, we organized a local Thanksgiving drive 
where we collected and boxed up over 300 cans of food for community 
centers hosting thanksgiving dinners for local families. And last, we 
collected 2 full boxes of toys to donate to the toys for tots program. Thank 
you to all that donated to these projects.
 Our school-wide contributions included hosting a Holiday Spirit Week 
where students could wear their favorite holiday pjs and even pull out their 
favorite ugly sweaters. We were also able to host a hot cocoa bar for the 
teachers and they each got a special stocking in their mailbox as well.
 We do have some exciting new projects coming up such as making our 
butterfly garden and getting ready for kindness week. We are also excited 
for our upcoming FASC trip and will be hosting a spirit night at Chipotle to 
fundraise for students on March 1st. We are looking forward to an amazing 
2nd semester.

mailto:lora.scudlo@ocps.net
mailto:Kathryn.hammond@ocps.net
http://www.windpeds.com
http://ecoartframing.com
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Curriculum News
Language Arts
Sixth Grade
 This quarter in 6th grade ELA, we are learning more about the 
writing process as we practice writing argumentative and informative 
essays. Students are becoming more mature academic writers as they 
create strong thesis statements and support them with textual evidence 
and elaboration. Students also continue to develop strong reading 
skills with both informational and literary texts. The standards we 
are focusing on include determining meaning of words, determining 
author's POV, analyzing the structure of a text, and tracing and 
evaluating arguments and claims in a text.

Seventh Grade
 In 7th Grade Language Arts, students will be working toward writing 
argumentative essays. First, they will practice understanding the author’s 
point of view. Next, they will learn to evaluate an author’s argument to 
determine whether or not it contains relevant and sufficient evidence 
to support a claim. Finally, they will begin writing argumentative essays 

on their own. When we are 
finished with writing, students 
will review literary standards 
from quarter two as they prepare 
for the upcoming state testing. 
Encourage students to put forth 
their best effort into classwork 
as well as getting assignments 
turned in on time. Canvas and 
Skywards will be the best way to 
keep track of due dates, grades, 
and attendance this school year.

Eighth grade
 During Quarter 2, eighth grade 
Language Arts students practiced 
their  essay-writ ing  sk i l l s  by 
analyzing three information texts 
and then writing an explanatory 
or argumentative essay regarding 
the topic. In addition to writing, 
students close-read a variety of texts 
to: determine author’s purpose and 
point of view, determine connections 
and distinctions between ideas; and 
determine the effects of specific 
word choice on tone and meaning. 
A mid-year assessment through the 
iReady platform was administered in 
December to track students’ progress 
with reading standards. As Quarter 3 
begins, students will be refining their 
essay-writing skills in preparation 
for the FSA Writing 
Exam. They will also 
continue to analyze 
both informational and 
literary texts to master 
standards related to 
the following: word 
impact, structure, and 
point of view.

http://ogdenortho.com
http://www.dobbsfuneralhome.com
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Math
Sixth Grade Math
 For third quarter, sixth grade math students will be 
studying coordinate planes and solving one-step equations 
and inequalities.

Seventh Grade Math
 In seventh grade math, students are studying two and 
three dimensional geometry, surface area, and volume.

Eighth Grade Pre-Algebra
 Pre-Algebra students have been working hard and will 
continue to do so. We started our flight of the 2nd semester 
learning about Integer exponents and roots. We ended 
that journey and took another flight to the world famous 
Pythagorean Theorem where we are learning to use our 
legs to find the hypotenuse. We will then take off again in 
February with the next stop at transformation. Here we 
will learn about reflection, translation, and rotation.

Algebra I Honors
 In Algebra 1 Honors, students have been 
learning about quadratic functions. Next, we will 
be exploring exponential functions and statistics. 
One great help resource that students have access 
to is Algebra Nation. This site contains video 
tutorials and practice opportunities.

Geometry Honors
 In Geometry Honors, students have been 
studying triangles, including congruence, similarity, 
relationships, and right triangle trigonometry. In 
the third quarter, we will delve into quadrilaterals, 
perimeter, and area, and circle geometry.
 The online textbook, which is located through 
the PearsonEasy Bridge app on the students’ 
launchpad, has a great Student Resources section 
which includes Homework Video Tutors.

Turn to the experts in your community who heal with compassion. 
With Orlando Health Dr. P. Phillips Hospital, you get easy access  
to care tailored to your needs. From emergency services to heart 
and vascular care to orthopedics and more, we promise a lifetime 

of personalized care with a human touch.
For care, closer to you, choose Orlando Health.

OrlandoHealth.com

http://OrlandoHealth.com


6

Science
Sixth Grade 
Comprehensive Science
 6th Grade Comprehensive Sci-
ence has begun biology, which we 
will study for the rest of the year. We 
have begun studying cells and living 
things. We will learn how cells func-
tion, along with cell types and parts.

Sixth Grade Life Science
 6th Grade Life Science has 
finished classification and will focus 
on heredity and genetics for the 
remainder of the quarter. We will 
cover many topics, including DNA, 
genes, and biotechnology.

Seventh Grade 
Comprehensive Science
 In Seventh Grade Comprehensive 
Science, students have completed 
the section on Earth science and will 
begin learning about Life Science. 
Throughout the 3rd quarter, we will 
be discussing cell reproduction in-
cluding mitosis and meiosis, genet-
ics and ecology. We will build upon 
topics covered in 6th grade through 
engaging lessons and activities.

Seventh Grade Honors 
Earth/Space Science
 In Seventh Grade Honors Earth/
Space Science, the students completed 
the first semester with a focus on 
space and are now working on the 
Earth! We are covering the Earth 
and its interior layers, plate tectonics, 
earthquakes, and volcanoes. We 
will be covering the processes that 
influence the surface of the Earth as 
well. After that, we go back to the past, 
looking at geologic time.

Eighth Grade 
Comprehensive Science
 Students in Eighth Grade Com-
prehensive Science are progressing 
through their introduction to the 
Chemistry unit as they prepare for 
the SSA May 12th. This state as-
sessment will cover three years of 
content so we have a lot to review!
 While these last few years have 
been much different than the past, 
we are all happy to see so much 
success and hope that it continues 
into our testing season. Stay strong 
and safe, Sea Lions!

Theatre
 The Southwest Middle 
School Theatre Department 
and the YMCA Afterschool 
program are proud to an-
nounce the upcoming pro-
duction of Roald Dahl's 
Matilda The Musical JR.

Book by Dennis Kelly / 
Music and Lyrics by  

Tim Minchin
 The children are rising 
up! Join the revolt in this 
Broadway Junior adaptation 
of the Tony Award-winning 
hit! The performances will 
take place on the SWMS Cafe' 
Stage the end of February. 
Performances will be Friday 
Feb. 25th at 7:00 pm, Saturday 
Feb. 26th at 2:00 and Saturday 
Feb. 26th at 7:00 pm. Tickets 
will go on sale to the public 
Wednesday Feb. 23rd at 8:00 
am on Teach Tix. Tickets can 
also be purchased during 
school lunches and at the door 
prior to each performance. 
Please go to teachtix.com/
southwestms for additional 
pricing information and to 
purchase tickets.

Curriculum News

Southwest Middle School
407-370-7200

teachtix.com/southwestms
teachtix.com/southwestms
http://academypublishing.com/advertising.php
http://SouthwestOrlandoEyeCare.com
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Social Studies
Sixth Grade World History
 Students in 6th grade World History are traveling through 
Ancient Greece, whose creations have affected us to this day. 
Examples are democracy, theatre, Olympics, architecture, aqueducts, 
roads, concrete, and bound books.

Seventh Grade Civics
 Civics students will have 4 units of study this quarter: State & 
Local Governments, Federalism, U.S. Constitution’s Impact on 
Citizenship, and U.S. Courts. We are also gearing up for the Civics 
EOC Assessment that will take place in May. Students should be 
reviewing their test data to help them find the topics they need 
to review. All Civics students have access to review tools for all 
benchmarks that will be tested on the EOC. We will also take our 
final PMA the week before Spring Break as a final diagnostic before 
the EOC. Please contact your student’s Civics teacher for help finding 
review material.

Eighth Grade U.S. History
 8th grade U.S. History students will be learning about the 
expansion of the United States to the west and how technological 
advancements not only made westward expansion possible, but 
ultimately led to deep seeded divisions within the nation
 8th grade U.S. History students are also preparing for high school! 
At the beginning of second quarter, they met with their high school 
counselors, completed the form for their classes selection, and 
learned about different electives and magnet programs offered at 
the high school level. Please be sure to speak with your child about 
their class selections for high school.

facebook.com/

http://baptisteorthodontics.com
http://rcroofingflorida.com
http://www.anylabtestnow.com
http://www.ezbreeziecleaningservices.com
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Information & Communication Technology 
(Computers) and Digital Information 
Technology
 Technology is the way of the future! This spring students will be 
completing their 2022-23 schedule and signing up for courses for the 
next school year.
 The ideal path to take for computers is to follow these courses in 
this order:
• 6th grade is ICT 1
• 7th grade is ICT 2
• 8th grade is DIT (Digital Information Technology). DIT counts as a 

high school credit.
 DIT is a rigorous course. DIT is right for you, if you are determined, 
hardworking and responsible. This grade will be on your permanent 
record for high school, so take it seriously.
 If you will be taking Geometry and are an A or B student, then DIT 
is a good compliment to your schedule, even if you have not taken ICT 
1 and ICT 2. Otherwise ICT is required. For your information, DIT is a 
prerequisite course and required before taking any other computer course 
in high school. Take the opportunity and sign up to get ahead. Please 
contact Ms. Matarrese for any questions. Lisa.matarrese@ocps.net.

Gay Straight Alliance
 Students who would like to join the Southwest Middle School Gay-
Straight Alliance will need to sign up for the YMCA After-School Zone. 
The club meets every Monday from 4:00-5:30 with Ms. Westerfield and 
Mr. Agee in room 914. GSA clubs are student-run organizations that unite 
LGBTQ+ and allied youth to build community and organize around issues 
impacting them in their schools and communities. If you would like to 
become a member of the Gay-Straight Alliance, then come join us every 
Monday to show your support for the LGBTQ+ community! We hope to 
see you here! GSA club members are currently working on completing 
their good deeds journal which involves doing 5 good deeds within their 
community showing acceptance, defending a friend, donating to a good 
cause, helping someone in 
their family, and lending a 
listening ear. Members who 
document their good deeds 
will earn an ally pin.

mailto:Lisa.matarrese@ocps.net
http://www.ibelieveservices.us
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STEM
6th Grade – Medical Detectives
 Students play the role of real-life medical detectives 
as they collect and analyze medical data to diagnose 
disease. They solve medical mysteries through 
hands-on projects and labs, measure and interpret 
vital signs, examine nervous system structure and 
function, and investigate disease outbreaks.

7th Grade – Flight and Space
 The exciting world of aerospace comes alive 
through the Flight and Space (FS) unit. Students 
become engineers as they design, prototype, and test 
models to learn about the science of flight and what it 
takes to travel and live in space. They solve real-world 
aviation and space challenges and plan a mission to 
Mars.

8th Grade - Automation and Robotic/
Magic of Electrons
 In Automation and Robotics, students use 
the VEX Robotics® platform to design, build, and 
program real-world objects such as traffic lights, 
toll booths, and robotic arms. F Through hands-on 
projects for Magic of Electrons, students explore 
electricity, the behavior and parts of atoms, and 
sensing devices. They learn knowledge and skills in 
basic circuitry design, and examine the impact of 
electricity on the world around them.

Media Center
 Did you know that students can read certain books 
and magazines on their laptops? Below are the two ways 
that digital e-books can be checked out and read that way:

The Sora App
1. Go to their Launchpad Dashboard.
2. Click on the Library Research Tools Folder.
3. Click on the Sora-OCPS icon.
4. Click on 'Sign in using Orange County Public 

Schools'
5. Voila! All of these ebooks and magazines on Sora 

are available for check out/borrow and read!

Follett Destiny App
1. Go to their Launchpad Dashboard.
2. Click on the Library Research Tools Folder.
3. Click on the 'Follett Destiny' icon.
4. Scroll down to E-books.
5. Voila! Please note that the books in this section are 

the only ones available to read digitally.
 If you have any more questions accessing these two 
ways, email Mr. Singletary at Peter.Singletary@ocps.net.

Florida Leak Locators
407.930.4321
LeakTeam.com10% OFF Any Service

Call for Details

Buying a Home? 
Pre-Purchase

Pool-Spa Leak
Inspection

Tired of adding water to your pool?

CPC1458717

Call Your Trusted
POOL LEAK EXPERTS!

mailto:Peter.Singletary@ocps.net
http://BattleOrtho.com
http://LeakTeam.com
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2021-2022 School Calendar
Weekday(s) Date(s) Event       
Mon-Mon August 2-9 Pre-Planning August 4 Professional Development Day
Tuesday August 10 First Day of School
Monday September 6 Labor Day Holiday
Thursday October 7 End of First Marking Period
Friday October 8 Teacher Workday/Student Holiday
Monday October 11 Begin Second Marking Period
Friday October 29 Teacher Professional Day/Student Holiday Teacher Non-Workday
Mon-Fri November 22-26 Thanksgiving Break
Friday December 17 End of Second Marking Period
Two Weeks December 20-31 Winter Break
Monday January 3 Teacher Workday/Student Holiday
Tuesday January 4 Begin Third Marking Period Begin Second Semester
Monday January 17 Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday (Schools and District Offices Closed)
Monday February 21 Presidents’ Day Holiday (Schools Closed/District Offices Open)
Thursday March 10 End of Third Marking Period
Friday March 11 Teacher Workday/Student Holiday
Mon-Fri March 14-18 Spring Break (Schools Closed/District Offices Open)
Monday March 21 Begin Fourth Marking Period
Wednesday May 25 End of Fourth Marking Period/Last Day of School
Thu-Fri May 26-27 Post-Planning
Monday May 30 Memorial Day Holiday (Schools and District Offices Closed)


