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Dear Eagle Families,

As we approach the end of this school year, it's a moment for both reflection
and anticipation. We've warmly welcomed new faculty and students while
maintaining our commitment to providing enriching learning experiences. From
vibrant music concerts to captivating STEM activities, from engaging clubs to
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the thrill of Gradventure, the school year has been filled with memorable events. Kirstigrigi;lz?ldon
Spring Fling and the Eighth Grade Dance, organized by the PTO, were highlights, Jennifer gamble
as were our festivals, which brought immense joy and excitement to our students. Assistant Principal
Looking ahead to the summer, we're thrilled to announce the return of our Kevin Hayes
free rising 6th grade STEAM camp. This 3-day program not only introduces new Recgeg’r:\ith
students to the principles of STEAM but also fosters connections within our school Instructional Literacy Coach
community. It's a time for us to engage with our incoming students on a personal Frankie Portﬁlos
level, setting the stage for their success. STEg Coac.
. . . - Amy Borie
While our students enjoy their summer break, our teachers eagerly anticipate Testing Coordinator

professional development opportunities to enhance their teaching practices. We
remain dedicated to expanding our knowledge base with effective strategies,

ensuring that we continue to nurture thoughtful, creative, and engaged learners. 1— M‘ddl% Lol b
Central to our mission is the cultivation of a positive school culture. We are t Sebastian Middle Schoo), all ST
. . ; . . ) . . achieve personal success in their learning and
committed to reinforcing consistent expectations and teaching essential routines become responsible and productive citizens.
that foster good learning habits. Emphasizing kindness and respect towards Mission
others and oneself, we will review these principles multiple times during the first In order to prepare our students to live in and
week of school. We encourage you to explore the document online and discuss contribute to a changing world, Sebastian
it with your children, as it forms the foundation of our collective journey towards will provide a balanced, varied school

excellence and stellar character curriculum designed to meet the academic,
’ cultural and social needs of individuals from

. As we bjd farewell tF) another academic year, | Wi'S|"1 you all a summer filled EICISET RN 1 ity
with relaxation and cherished moments with your families.

Yours in Partnership,

Kirstie Gabaldon ~ Volurs
Issue 3
_—
If you aren’t on our mailing list, please check out / Sebastian Sentinel
Ms. Gabaldon’s weekly updates by clicking on the May 2024
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*Please watch for our next newsletter in October 2024, and bi-weekly electronic news updates.


https://www-sms.stjohns.k12.fl.us/principals

Sebastian

Middle School
Website

The SMS website has up to date
information that is important to
stay informed about all activities at
Sebastian.

It can be found at:
https://www-sms.stjohns.k12.fl.us/
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Calendar Paymenis

Search this website Q

Art Show

Leah Redick won 2nd place in mixed media in the St. Johns
County middle school art show!

Morgan Hashagen Louis Cook

Unfortunately, we can't post all of the entrants. Delilah Schmidt, Riley Glidewell and Lily
Usina also submitted entries.

Also check out the Art Dept webpage for Stop Motion Videos our students did in Art
Classes this past month. Students wrote the story, designed the set, filmed and edited,
adding sound effects and music. https://www-sms.stjohns.k12.fl.us/art/.

Do Not Wait Until the Last Minute!

Rising 7th graders are required by Florida law to obtain a Tdap vaccination
before entering 7th grade. An updated DH 680 form to include Tdap vaccination,
must be obtained and submitted to the school before your student can start |
on the first day of school in St. Johns County School District on Monday, August 29
12th, 2024. If you have a religious exemption filed through the DOH, please notify
the school and/or provide us a copy of the exemption. The Tdap vaccination can
be scheduled at no cost through the St. Johns County Department of Health. You can also
schedule for this immunization at your pediatrician’s office.

U‘ODIPMBAFE

aat better. @5 feel better
* Order Online

« Delivery
Uber, In-House Delivery
DoorDash

* Breakfast

* Kids Menu

* Vegetarian Friendly
* Wifi

904-461-9090 | troplcalsmoothlecafe com

112 Seagrove Main St., Suite 114 « St. Augustine, FL 32080

904.829.8899 « faunceorthodontics.com
Rebecca A. Faunce, DMD « Mark Komforti, DMD

Low Down Payment « Interest Free Financing « FREE Consultation
No Referral Necessary - Clear Aligner Treatment Available

DAMON 5L

201 Health Park Boulevard, Suite 216
St. Augustine, FL 32086
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As we wrap up another successful school year at Sebastian Middle, we want to take a
moment to express our immense gratitude to each and every parent for their unwavering
support, time, and talents. Your involvement has been instrumental in enriching our
educational environment and enhancing the experiences of our students and staff.

We also extend our deepest thanks to our generous business partners whose
contributions have been vital to our successes this year. Your dedication and support are
greatly appreciated by our entire school community.

Coastal Foot and Ankle Wellness Center
Smiles by Glenos and Hadgis Orthodontists
Antigua Orthodontics
Geico
Gordon Dental Associates
Tiffany Carrion, Realtor
Blue Cypress Yoga and Apothecary
Pedros Paint

As we head into the summer, we wish all our families and partners a wonderful and
relaxing break. We look forward to welcoming you back next year, refreshed and ready for
new adventures.

Have a great summer!

Your SMS PTO Board
Claudia Dencer, Cara Shaw, Shellie Joyner, Shawna LeMaire, Jen Farrow, Shawna Erwin and
Jossy Taylor.

&th Grade Celebrations

We celebrated the 8th graders this year with the following activities:

May 11 - Gradventure

May 17 - 8th Grade Dance 6.30pm

tu:%) May 20 - yearbook signing and donuts period ’
May 21 - Bth Grade Awards Ceremony 6: ﬂﬂpm\ . 8 ,
.4 May 22 - Ice cream on the patio - Ium':h W prsre,, °-
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BURNEY'S

SEPTIC TANK SERVICE INC.

Keep on Flushin’

e Septic System Installations 24/7

904-829-2953

ww.burnovesentio.com e Septic Services & Repairs E”;e’gfnfy
. ysseptic. « Excavation and Hauling szruvjje

Septic Tank Contracting #SA0890197 Lic #CUC056991

FROM FIRST BITE TO LAST CALL™

965 State Road 16 ¢ St. Augustine, FL 32084

(1“FORD’ABLE

ntomotive [ Services, Tne.

Specializing in FORD, LINCOLN, & MERCURY Vehicles

Master Certified by Ford Motor Co. & A.S.E.

We Service All Makes and Models
Tire Sales & Service

904-808-7003

1465 Old Moultrie Rd. ¢ St. Augustine, FL 32084
Monday - Friday from 8:00am - 5:30pm

SJ'F

St Johns Family

Funeral Home & Crematory
385 SR 207 + St. Augustine, FL 32084

Celebrate Life Unique as the Life Lived.

Life is full of opportunities to show someone we
love them. One such opportunity is the funeral or

memorial service. Such a loving event celebrates
the choices they made, the relationship you
shared, and honors the memory of your loved one.

904-824-1625

www.stjohnsfamilyfuneralhome.com

FREE CONSULTATION
Rob Cook

Attorney at Law, P.A.

Practicing Cuil Latigation
and Trial Law
Since 2002

L &

vk
Vi Expertise.com v

LL Vi

Legal Services:

Auto, Motorcycle,
& Boating Accidents

Slip & Falls ¢ Injury Claims

Office: 904-471-4560 | Fax: 904-471-4561
robcookpa.com

904 Anastasia Boulevard, Suite A.

St. Augustine, FL 32080


http://robcookpa.com
http://dickswingsandgrill.com
https://fordrepairwork.com
http://www.stjohnsfamilyfuneralhome.com
http://www.burneysseptic.com

Guinness World Record paper airplane.
again for a
2200 US 1 South
students  will

] 66
STEM - &th graders are doing the “Paper
/— ] 99
@Q\ Airplane Challenge!
\’ In this lesson, we will fold and adjust 3 paper airplanes to try and make them fly as far as
possible.
@ - The first airplane with be a basic paper plane design.

For the second airplane, students will watch the “Science Max” video and build the
The third airplane is a world record airplane called “Suzanne” designed by John Collins.
John Collins says that people think they don’t know how to fold a good paper airplane,

{?c but they are WRONG. They just don't know how

to ADJUST a paper airplane!

lowers by Eighth graders will build each paper airplane,

. l test each once, make changes to each airplane, and

irie throw them

second test

run to see how

8 2 4 = 8 1 6 3 their changes

www.flowersbyshirley.com ir?ﬂuenced Fhe

E-mail: flowers@aug.com flights.  During

the process,

record their

data: distance,

observations,

and changes.

Eighth Graders also spent the first weeks of May
designing, building, and painting rockets.

ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Growina Healthv Pets and Hapov Peonle Toaether

VACCINES DIAGNOSTIC MEDICINE EMERGENCY CARE
DENTISTRY IN-HOUSE LABS CRITICAL CARE
MICROCHIPPING INTERNAL MEDICINE PET BOARDING

904-940-9401

MurabellaAnimalHospital.com
3625 Pacetti Road e St. Augustine, FL 32092

OFF YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE

OF $50.00 OR MORE
Some restrictions may apply
Offer expires 12/31/24

Mo problem!

Enjoy in 1 | ‘ ‘ ("1{. No insurance?

network [ &:f

benefits with Get your new

PPO insurers! DENTAL CARE Tor ust 901

Oral Surgery » Clear Aligners « Dental Implants
Dental Sedation « Teeth Whitening « Cosmetic Dentistry

75 San Marco Ave, St. Augustine, FL 32084 « (904) 810-1002


http://www.flowersbyshirley.com
http://MurabellaAnimalHospital.com
http://www.dianesnaturalmarket.com/
https://harbourdental.care/st-augustine/

Media Center

The Media Center celebrated its annual Reading Recognition Day with some of its star
readers on Friday, April 26, 2024. Students were treated with a visit from Sallie Anne Rodriguez,
author of Treasure Tracks, a Sunshine State Young Readers Award winning novel. Ms. Rodriguez’s
visit and the lunch for the author and students were made possible through a grant from
Sebastian’s PTO. Students were also treated with pizza from Five Star and cake. Several students
received a personally signed copy of Treasure Tracks. Ms. Rodriguez spoke to the students about
her writing process, Florida history (the novel is set in south Florida) and answered questions
from the students. Our Access Unit students also presented Ms. Rodriguez with a game that they
created based on her novel.

After the visit, students watched the Teachers vs. Students Battle of the Books. Members of
Sebastian’s Battle of the Books team competed against the teachers: Ms. Cody, Ms. Harvey, Ms.
Morris, and Ms. Sims. Students and teachers had to familiarize themselves with the 23-24 SSYRA
novels in order to battle it out. After three tough rounds and much cheering from students and
teachers, the teachers came out as the victors.

The day ended with popcorn and the Eagle’s Nest. It was a great day had by these star readers!

The most recent Media Center News can be found here: https://www-sms.stjohns.k12.fl.us/.

The ESE Access Unit made a game based on
author, Sallie Anne Rodriguez’s book -Treasure
Tracks. This is an exciting story about a 12-year-
old that searched for treasure. Janine Deitz, one
of SMS students, says she “Loves the twists and
turns” the story gives. We read the novel and
created a board game. We used the 3D printer
to take elements from the story and
decorated the board. Mrs. Rodriguez
loved the game so much she
referenced it many times during her
presentation. WAY TO GO!

bonosbarbg.com
04-794-9424 | OPENED: M-S 11am-Opm:

Our Bono’s BarBQ Ap to Order Online.
) DOWNLOAD or Stay Up-to-Date with Specials . i s

420 Us Highway 1 - St. Augustine, FL 3208

Sunshine State Young

2024 - 2025

ANCIENT CITY
ACCOUNTING

The 2024-2025 list for the Sunshine State
Young Reader’s Award books is out. Start reading
these books during the summer to earn prizes
from the Media Center. Also, if you are looking for
summer reading activities, check out the St. Johns
County Public Library and Barnes and Noble for
summer reading incentives. Students can earn free
books just for reading. See the complete list https://
www-sms.stjohns.k12.fl.us/media/.

Tax Preparation, Bookkeeping
and Accounting Services

904-342-7171
AncientCityAccounting.com

99 Orange Street e St. Augustine, FL 32084

Winning is No Acadent. s

canan [EYY

ATTORNEYS
904-824-9402 | cananlaw.com 904-466-8916
summitpediatricpsychiatry.com

ACCIDENTS * COLLISIONS | wiochconn R EREERENEL e

UMMI

pediatric psychla‘rr‘y

- General Psychiatrist and
Jorge A. Diaz, MD Child & Adolescent Psychiatrist
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The NJHS Fundraiser for Bags of
Happiness was a huge hit with the
students! There were 150 bags distributed
to students in all grade levels. As the result
of many generous donors paying kindness
forward, we were able to reach so many
more students than we expected!

The NJHS would like to thank everyone
who assisted in getting this project
completed. It took many helping hands:
Thank you, Ms. Gabaldon for letting us
do the project! Thank you, Ms. Conrad for
putting the project on our school website/
school pay, supplying the weekly sales
report so we could have an accurate count
of bags needed and printing the cards!
Thank you to the guidance department
and teachers for giving us all the names of
students you thought could use bag! Thank
you, Ms. Solana for posting the information
on our electric board out front and being
sure we got the supplies we needed on
time! Thank you, Ms. Harvey (our wonderful
custodian) who suggested some flair and
style to our bag design. Thank you, Mr.
Kassay, for helping stuff the bags. Thank
you, Ms. Dencer, for promoting the activity
through the PTO, and thank you Ms. Ridilla
(our NJHS sponsor) for encouraging us
with our idea, helping us pick out all the
items that went in the bags and stuffing/
distributing them!

The ESE Garden has been Harvested!

This year we planted so many healthy and yummy vegetables.
The garden has helped engaging students in a life skill while
promoting healthy lifestyles. We learned the price difference in
buying and growing our own vegetables. The students learned
how to maintain a garden and what plants need to survive and
thrive. Many delicious snacks were prepared with the produce we
harvested, including kale chips, potatoes with onion and green
pepper, and all seasoned with herbs from our garden. We have been
working in and learning lessons from garden all year and can’t wait
to see what we will plant next year!

Perry D. Unwalla, Supporting Students, Staff and
the Community of Sebastian Middle School.

Go Gebastlian
Eagles!
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PERRY D. UNWALLA
904-461-5400
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Dive In! Middle School Fishing Club Goes High-
Tech with Underwater Drone

Forget your grandfather’s cane pole! Sebastian Middle School’s new fishing club is casting
a net into the future by incorporating science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) into
their watery pastime. The school’s STEM coach, Frankie Portelos, and several 8th graders started
the club that meets during lunch. It's a pilot program that looks to expand and incorporate the
other grades next year.

Traditionally, fishing clubs focus on bait, tackle, and technique. This club, however, is adding
a whole new dimension by integrating STEM principles. There is a retention pond on campus that
the club uses. There is a fence around the perimeter and the students and Sebastian’s STEM coach
stay on one side for safety. You never know what is lurking in Florida’s waters.

Students learn about robotics and underwater camera systems as they operate their very own
underwater drone. These drones navigate the hidden world beneath the waves, giving anglers a
real-time view of fish location, habitat structure, and water conditions — crucial information for
making informed decisions and minimizing wasted casts.

But the benefits extend far beyond catching the biggest bass. By analyzing the data collected
by their drone, students are gaining valuable insights into the local marine environment. They
can track fish populations, monitor water quality, and even map underwater terrain. This data can
then be shared with local conservation groups, contributing to a better
understanding of the delicate balance of the aquatic ecosystem.

Operating and maintaining these underwater drones requires a working
knowledge of various STEM fields. Students delve into the principles of
buoyancy, propulsion, and underwater communication as they pilot their
drones. They first needed to overcome a large hurdle. How do we get the
drone into the water over a fence safely. Many different attempts were
made that could not safely and securely drop the drone into the water.
Finally, they used another robotic mechanism that rolled on the ground
and drop the drone safely into the water. With these issues, the students
also gain practical skills in troubleshooting, problem-solving, and critical
thinking - all essential for success in any scientific endeavor.

This unique approach to fishing is not only educational but also fosters
a sense of camaraderie and teamwork among club members.

MARIA ROWLEY
COUNSELING, LLC

Registered Mental Health Counselor
Intern (MH9187)

There is HOPE. | will HELP. You can CHANGE.

1 have a passion to help teens realize their value and to help parents
B i . listen and understand what their teen feels, needs and wants.

- D . . . X Please call me for a free 15 minute consultation if
Your Local Personal |nj ury and Criminal Defense Firm you and/or your teen need some support.

oW LAW FIRM

2801 North Third Street, St. Augustine, FL 32084

. mariarowleycounseling.com
PRACTICE AREAS Call Today for a Free Consultation . 004707 y . 004 g_
PERSONAL INJURY CRIMINAL DEFENSE 0:904-797-5680 | C: 904-297-8597
DUI DEFENSE CIVIL LITIGATION 904-824-5711 | mowreylaw'com 248 Southpark Circle Fast - Saint Augustine, FL 32086

TWO STATE-OF-THE-ART LOCATIONS

4 ST AUGUSTINE Complimentary
: 22 St Johns Medical Park Dr Initial Visit
Smiles b ___ STJOHNS

ST JOHNS Board Certified

GLENOS & HADGIS ~ Orthodontic Specialists

111 Doctors Village Dr

for Choicr
904.79,SMILE (797.6453) Adults and Children AWARDS
ORTHODONTISTS|  swmsuersess sand chicren il
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2955 Lewis Speedway
St. Augustine, FL 32084

Incoming 9th Grade SAHS Summer Reading Info

Summer Reading Assignment 2024 for incoming 9th Graders will be posted on the SAHS website towards the end of May. Please check
there for information.

2024-2025 Calendar (partial)

Monday August 12, 2024 Students Report to Class

Monday September 2, 2024 Labor Day- Student/Teacher Holiday v

Friday September 20, 2024 Teacher Inservice Day- Student Holiday/

Friday October 11,2024 First Quarter Ends

Monday October 14, 2024 Teacher Planning Day-Student Holiday v/
Monday November 11, 2024 Veterans Day - Student/Teacher Holiday v/
Monday - Friday November 25-29, 2024 Thanksgiving Break - Student/Teacher Holiday *
Friday December 20, 2024 Second Quarter/First Semester Ends *

Monday - Thursday Dec. 23, 2024-Jan. 2, 2025 Winter Break - Student/Teacher Holiday

*ALL Schools will be dismissed 1 hour early on Dec 20, 2024 and May 30, 2025
All Schools participate in a weekly early release on Wednesday: Elementary @1:45, Middle @12:50, High @ 2:50




