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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

Where Eagles 
SOAR Everyday!

Dear Parents and Guardians,

I can’t believe I am writing the Spring Newsletter already! This edition is very important 
as it contains many important dates, including those for FSA testing and our end-of-year 
events. Please take time to examine the dates, as we have worked hard to condense 
our testing schedule to help minimize the chance that a test date will conflict with your 
plans. I need to stress, however, that even though the schedule is set, it is still possible 
for it to change if circumstances warrant it. As you may recall, most testing is done by 
computer, and in the rare instance that a group is unable to test, the overall schedule 
may have to change accordingly. We will do everything we can, however, to keep the 
schedule as is and to post any changes online.

So that you may plan accordingly, we have also included dates for our end-of-year 
events, such as award ceremonies and field trips. In addition to all of the above, we 
still have our regular classes every day. It will be a busy spring at Punta Gorda Middle 
School! Please keep checking in with your son or daughter, to make sure your Eagle is 
keeping up with their class assignments.

The last day of this school year is Friday, May 31st. The last day of regular classes 
is May 24th, followed by exams May 28th - 31st. Their exam grade counts for 
20% of their semester 2 grade, so please have your student at school on time and 
ready to test on those dates.

Sincerely,

Justina Dionisio, Principal
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Calendar of Events
April

2.......... FSA Writing, 6th/7th/8th

11........ Talent Show, CPAC & Jog-a-thon

 Wrestling, Port Charlotte Middle@PGM, 5:30 pm

 SAC meeting, 5:30 pm

15-18 .. Willie Wonka, Jr., café, 7 pm

18........ Wrestling,PGM@Murdock Middle, 5:30 pm

19........ Schools closed

22........ Hurricane Make-up Day, Schools Closed

23........ 5th grade Riser Meetings

24........ Qtr 4 Progress Reports posted

25........ Wrestling, LA Ainger@PGM, 5:30 pm

May

2.......... Legoland, 6th grade

3.......... Sea World, 7th grade 

 Busch Gardens, 8th grade

4 .......... County Wrestling Tournament, Charlotte Hfigh, 9 am

6-7 ...... FSA Math, 6th/7th/8th 

8-9 ...... FSA English Language Arts, 6th/7th 

9.......... FCAT Science, 8th 

13-14 .. FSA English Language Arts, 8th

15-16 .. Civics EOC

 Algebra EOC

28-31 .. Final Exams

2019 ESE Parent Survey
The 2019 ESE parent survey is now open. You can find 
it on the CCPS website or by typing the following into the 
address bar on your web browser:

https://www.esesurvey.com/Login.php

http://cbhcfl.org
http://www.lq.com
http://helgemopediatrics.com
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PGM Students Recognized By Punta Gorda Police Dept
A group of PGM students received the Do the Right Thing award from the Punta 
Gorda Police Department in February. The seven students all volunteer at Sallie 
Jones Elementary before school each morning. On their way to PGM last fall, the 
group came upon a boy who had run his bike into a pole. They thought he was 
having a seizure but later found out it was a low blood sugar incident. With no 
adults present, the kids made a plan of action. They called 911, and then some 
waited with the boy while others ran for Officer Angelini at SJES.

We are proud of this group of student leaders and the recognition they received at the 
Do the Right Thing awards ceremony. The Punta Gorda Police Department is always 
looking for teachers, parents and community leaders to nominate kids for the DTRT 
award. Nominations do not have to be for a big event. The goal is to praise and reward 
kids who consistently do the right thing! In addition to SWAG bags and trophies, these 
students received a key to the city from the mayor, gift cards, cake and a celebration 
with our school superintendent, PGM and SJE principals, school resource officers, 
family members and representatives from the community. We are truly blessed to live 
in a town that celebrates our youth for doing the right thing!

Left to right are Ava Hall, Caden Klossner, Logan Sare, Matias Masony, 
Peyton Taylor, Braelyn Tuck, and Jacey Jozefiak.

Field Trips
• LEGOLAND - 6th grade, May 2nd

• SEA WORLD - 7th grade, May 3rd

• BUSCH GARDENS - 8th grade, May 3rd

TheFiorentina.com

www.village-fish-market.com

1200 W Retta Esp
Punta Gorda, FL 33950

941 639 6500

941 639 7959

10361 Tamiami Trl
Punta Gorda
FL 33950

Delightfully juicy steaks 
served alongside great 

Italian favorites 

New England Style seafood with 
great meat lover favorites too!

http://puntagordavet.net
http://puntagordavet.net
http://thefiorentina.com
http://www.village-fish-market.com
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Media Center Gets A Fresh Look
The computer area in media recently got a spring makeover, with new tables and 
chairs as well as Chromebooks in place of the old computers. Students are happy to 
sit in this more grown-up area and work individually and collaboratively. We also have 
World Book online for students to use for research and informational surfing.

There was lots of activity in the updated facility this spring, with the Book Fair and 
voting for our Sunshine State Young Reader’s Award (SSYRA) winners in March. The 
Elections Board in Charlotte County provided a real voting booth experience for our 
students. All votes were tallied and sent to FAME (FL Association of Media Educators) 
to be tallied with votes from all other Florida counties that participate. The SSYRA book 
that wins will be a great promotion for the author and an enticement for students.

As the school year nears its end, students continue to build bulletin boards, work 
on projects, and of course, read books. The PGMS Media Center is where Eagles 
Read! Check us out on twitter @PGMS_Media

Students Earn-To-Learn 
After School At PGM

Our first group of students recently 
completed the About Face program 
at PGMS. About Face is an earn-to-
learn program sponsored by the Army 
National Guard and Eckerd Connects-
Paxen. The focus of the program is to 
assist youth ranging in ages from 13-
17 in life skills that promote sound work 
habits and financial literacy skills that 
will be used in their everyday walks 
of life. Students learn to collaborate, 
participate, and critically think through 
life in a safe and nurturing environment 
as they explore explicitly designed 
curriculum and work ethics modeled 
in an instructional setting.  The About 
Face Program helps mold strong 
leaders and move them toward love 
of community service and  toward 
success in every walk of life.

Time To Register For 8th Grade Spanish Honors
Attention parents of 7th grade students: it’s time to start thinking about class choices 
for next year. Spanish is a full year course in 8th grade, and students earn high school 
credit. This course helps students attain an acceptable degree of proficiency in four 
skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. It also presents the language within the 
context of the contemporary Spanish-speaking world and its culture. Spanish is open 
to all 8th graders who meet the following criteria: 

• A score of 3 or higher on FSA Reading 

• A 3.0 GPA in Language Arts with a recommendation from the 7th grade ELA teacher 

• An acceptable score on a placement test to assess knowledge of vocabulary and 
grammar in English (the placement test will be administered in May) 

This course requires hard work and study in exchange for the opportunity to develop 
a good working knowledge of Spanish and the Hispanic culture. Please contact Doug 
Barr, 8th grade school counselor (douglas.barr@yourcharlotteschools.net), or Jeanne 
Marquez, Spanish teacher, (jeannie.marquez@yourcharlotteschools.net) if you are 
interested in this course for your child.

http://FloridaDanceWorkshop.com
http://ExecutiveCooling.com
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Coming Soon...

Willie Wonka, Jr., 
PGM café, April 15-19, 7 pm

Follow PGMS on

http://www.edline.net/pages/
Punta_Gorda_Middle_School

@Pgmiddle

@pgmiddle

pgmiddle

Farewell Dance
The Student Council-sponsored 8th 
grade Farewell Dance is Saturday, 
May 18th, from 6:30 - 9:00 pm in 
our school cafeteria. Tickets are $10. 
The cost covers the DJ, pizza, snacks, 
drinks, and cookies. The dance is 
ONLY for 8th grade students who are 
currently enrolled at PGMS. Girls may 
wear strapless, tank, and spaghetti 
strap dresses. Boys may wear khakis, 
dress pants, or even a suit and tie. 
Keep it classy! 

This is such a fun night for our 
8th graders. Mark the date on your 
calendars, and we will see you there.

http://checflorida.org
http://papajohns.com
http://www.slackorthodontics.com
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Don’t Miss the 2019 
Talent Show
April 11th, CPAC

8th Grade Science Students Sweep 
Regional Science Fair

Congratulations to our 8th graders for recognition and achievement in the 
2019 Thomas Alva Edison Kiwanis Science and Engineering Fair, held in January 
at Florida Gulf Coast University:

Lucas Ellis

• $100 award & plaque from 
Charlotte Harbor Environmental 
Center

• $50 award and certificate from 
GFA International

• Certificate of Recognition from 
ASM Materials for Outstanding 
exhibit in Materials Science

Jacob Maunahan

• 3rd place, Intelligent Machines, 
Robotics, Systems and Software

Megan Fair

• 3rd place, Animal Science

Cody Powell

• 2nd Place, Plant Science

Olivia Harper

• 1st place, Mathematics and 
Computational Sciences

Regine Peterson

• 1st place, Chemistry
 Specials Awards: Calusa Nature 
 Center, US Navy

Skylar Robbins

• 1st place, Behavioral and Social 
Science, State Science Fair Finalist

Luka Smith

• 1st place, Energy: Chemical, State 
Science Fair Finalist

These science fair winners are all smiles, 
and no wonder!

Your Local Sponsor Advertisers

http://www.stockchiropracticwellnesscenter.com
http://www.charlotteharborhotels.com/microtel-port-charlotte
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E-Cigs and Vaping, a Dangerous and Addicting Trend
Have you been hearing a lot about vaping lately? Vaping is a trend on the rise in our 
country. It’s not your typical trend of a new clothing brand or style of tennis shoe, 
though. It leads to health dangers and addiction. If you remember when e-cigs first 
came on the scene you remember how they were marketed to help people quit 
smoking. So, let’s first take a look at that.

Smoking is a hard habit to kick, and that is due to that tricky chemical called Nicotine. 
The idea that replacing one delivery method of Nicotine to the body with a different 
delivery method of Nicotine to the body is not really proving to be a great method to 
quit smoking. Unfortunately, Nicotine is the chemical that makes quitting so hard, 
because once your body is addicted and dependent on Nicotine you suffer from 
withdraw symptoms when you no longer take in that chemical. If you use e-cigs or 
vape pens to quit smoking, what will you use to quit e-cigs or vape pens?

This new dangerous and addicting trend is especially concerning for our kids. Much 
like big tobacco markets to kids through candy flavors and brightly colored packaging 
e-cigs and vapes are following suit. It sounds harmless to them considering the 
original marketing tactic to “help people quit smoking”, it looks interesting with the 
candy flavors and bright packaging…not to mention all the YouTube videos showing 
vape tricks, and it is even made to smell like scents kids are attracted to (like fruity 
pebbles), and it is very easy to get, as cheap as .99 for a kit.

This all means that as parents, community members, teachers, medical professionals, 
law enforcement, etc. we all need to come together to teach kids the facts about e-cigs 
and vaping. First, Nicotine is a drug that is addictive. Nicotine is not relaxing, contrary 
to what they may have heard, it actually increases heart rate and blood pressure. It 
can even change insulin levels in the body and lead to heart disease. Second, nicotine 
is not the only chemical in e-cigs and vapes…. even the ones that claim to not have 
any Nicotine include other chemicals in the liquid and there is not yet research that 
shows the short- and long-term health risks of ingesting those chemicals. Other 
chemicals known to be in e-cigs and vape pens like formaldehyde and heavy metals 
we already know can cause cancer, or like diacetyl which when inhaled can cause a 
serious lung disease called popcorn lung. Also, vapes can explode. There have been 
many instances we have heard of people being seriously injured because of vaping 
explosions. It is up to all of us to educate our community so that our teens can make 
healthy and informed decisions. For more information and resources, please visit us 
online at www.drugfreecharlottecounty.org.

NO E-CIGS
OR

VAPING

Advertise in the Eagle Times 
This is a wonderful way

for your company
to get community recognition

and exposure,
and at the same time

help support your local schools!

A few spots are left! 

We need you!

Rindi Welton
rindi.welton@yourcharlotteschools.net

Punta Gorda Middle School

http://www.academypublishing.com/advertising.php
http://www.MedicalPavilionClinic.net
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