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A Note from the Editor
Generally, my primary role in the Terrier Times newsletter is that I gather the
information from others on campus, pester Mr. LeClair until he sends me the “Message
from the Principal”, send out reminders that the deadline is coming and there are still
three empty pages, and then, somehow, end up having to cut two pages before I send
it to be typeset, generally the very last day of my window, if not after.
I enjoy editing the newsletter but typically do not have information I want to
share campus and community wide of my own. That changed in February.
As many in the community are aware, LTM is closing all but its balloon business
and is marking items down significantly. Since there is a “Teacher Depot” section in the
store, I decided to stop and see what might be helpful for my classroom this year or
in the coming years; maybe splurge a little since I’m generally too cheap to buy full
displays and teaching aids. I spent over an hour collecting items and doing the math
in my head so I could explain to my husband how much money I saved us when he
saw the extent of what was going to be put in the trunk of my car at the end of the
shopping trip.
There was a line at the checkout, and I kept trying to warn the people behind
me that there was a big pile waiting for me and offered to let them go ahead of me.
Everyone in line was gracious and politely chatted as the line slowly edged forward.
My items were being bagged as they were entered into the bill, and I had not picked
up a cart, so I was piling everything up on the floor a few feet ahead of me, when
the amount I was purchasing seemed to dawn on the others in line. I tried to smile
sheepishly, but with the mask on, I’m pretty sure I looked exactly the same as I had
before I smiled…
As I watched the number on the register get larger and larger, I reminded myself
that this was a one-time opportunity - I was definitely spending more money than
I typically would. While I was preoccupied with those thoughts, a woman in line
approached the counter where I stood. At first, I thought she just wanted to see the
total, but I was completely awestruck when she put her credit card into the slot and
paid for my purchase. Before I could process what had happened, she told me it was
“teacher appreciation day”; I quite ridiculously replied that it wasn’t and said that I
did not know what to say. I looked to the cashier for assistance, but she just smiled
and shrugged. I thanked the woman. I started to cry, which I hate to do in public,
continued on next page...
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and then I asked if she had a business card or
anything with her name on it so I could thank
her, but she just shook her head and cried back
at me. I couldn’t give her a thank you hug with
social distancing, have no idea what she would
look like without a mask on, and never even told
her what school I teach at.
I called my husband and Ms. Ford on my way
home because I had to tell someone about it, sent
a text to my brother in Seattle, posted it on my
social media (where I have practically no followers
anyway), but it still did not feel like enough. Then
I realized I have this forum that I use for everyone
else to say thank you and decided to use it myself.
I don’t know if you are the person who was
kind enough to buy a teacher supplies one
afternoon in LTM, if you know that person, or know
of that person, but I’m sharing this for two reasons.
First, I’m hoping that the thank you makes it back to
her. Second, I hope to see such kindness continue
to spread. Being generous doesn’t always mean
spending all of your money - sometimes it means
saying thank you, sometimes it means listening,
sometimes it means simply acknowledging the
value of another person in the community. I
encourage you to spend something - money, time,
attention, empathy - on someone you
don’t necessarily know. You could
make a difference in a life that will
never be forgotten.
Kimberly Pruey
PCMS Teacher, Terrier Times Editor

January
Students of
the Month

February
Students of
the Month

Angel Gorewitz
Angelica Villalva
Isabella Slagter
Roshan Sojan
Caleb Schulz
Jordan Haddad

Andrea Villatte, Jr.
Solaya Lopez
Ethan Martin
Raechal Quintana
Nichael Fuller
Kerrigan Goodspeed

BOX TOPS
LABELS

Eventually the Box Tops
program will become digitalonly. Participating brands
are starting to change their
packaging from a traditional
Box Tops clip to the new Box
Top label. If you see this
label, use the new Box Tops app to scan your receipt. Box Tops are
still worth 10¢ each for your school. The app will find participating
products purchased at any store and instantly add cash to your school's
earnings online.
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By Ms. Ford’s Creative Writing Class
Think of what you love doing most in life. Maybe it’s your job, a sport,
or hobby. Then, imagine it’s taken away from you. When Covid hit the
U.S. in March of 2020, that’s exactly what happened. Life as we knew it
changed, and a lot of people had to quickly adapt.
The math teachers at Port Charlotte Middle School have experienced
this change first hand. Some teachers used their time during quarantine
to pursue a hobby. For example, Brianna Cranmer-Sona likes to cook, so
she was able to try a lot of new recipes, which she loved.
Megan Guarente and Kelly MacIntyre both like to stay active. When the
gyms closed, Guarente had to find a new way to workout, so she created a
gym in her garage. MacIntyre also tried to pass the time by exercising.
“I started running a lot more once the pandemic hit,” MacIntyre said.
“It was hard for me to sit inside my house; I needed to move!”
The pandemic has canceled a lot of social gatherings, and although
MacIntyre has really gotten into running, she said there aren't a lot of live
races right now.
Courtney Tenk has felt the change due to social distancing as well. “It
has made me more of a home-body. I used to go out every weekend, and
now I stay home more.” she said.
Cranmer-Sona misses going to Florida amusement parks, such as
Busch Gardens and SeaWorld, which her family used to go to a lot. On the
plus side, not going out as much has allowed the teachers in the Math
Department to save money and eat better by staying home.
Irene Brewster, a teacher of 32 years, is using more technology in her
classroom. “Technology is not my forte — just ask any of my students!”
she said. However, she still finds the value in it as a way to help make
class notes accessible to all students, especially those absent because of
health reasons.
While the Math Department is all in agreement that one of the
worst parts of the Covid experience is having to wear masks, most agree
that the best part of being in quarantine was getting to spend more
time with family.
Although life as we once knew it has changed dramatically, the
math teachers at Port Charlotte Middle School are choosing to look on
the bright side.

Monday-Friday from 8am-6pm

4.0 Luncheon
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PE:

Wellness Notes

We were able to introduce students to some sports with modifications for COVID
precautions. Students were able to learn soccer, flag football, and basketball skills. Students
continue to learn cooperative games and activities. This year has been a big challenge with
trying to do activities while keeping kids distant, wearing masks while performing, and
not having the use of locker rooms to change out. The children have done a good job of
bearing with our schedule and doing the best they can under the circumstances. As the
weather gets warmer and we still face the obstacle of performing while wearing a mask, we
will go back to indoor events for the majority of our remaining time. Students will focus on
life- long fitness concepts, exercise, yoga, and meditation. We will continue doing our best
to do cooperative games while keeping the students health and safety in mind.

Kindness:
The Kindness club has planned some events for the remainder of the year to help keep
kids’ spirits high, and acts of kindness and kind behavior in the forefront of their minds. The
week before Spring Break they sold "Compliment grams" that stated "I think you are great
because"...where they could share compliments with others. They placed heart shaped
compliments and words of encouragement in library books in the Media Center for others
to find as a surprise and simple reminder to Be kind and think of others. They have planned
spirit days throughout the month of April to keep positive energy in the building and get
kids ready for exams that are quickly approaching. They will be planning a campus clean up
in the near future and will collaborate with other clubs on the project.

Tech News

Congratulations to Mrs. Orr’s sixth grade students
who have been successful with their computer basic
certifications! She is very proud of their success and
proud of another 32 trying to get their certifications
this week!
Additionally, sixth grader Joel White received
several awards for typing. He has received the White
Knight award, all 100 lessons with 5 stars, then the
Black Knight, typing all of the same 100 lessons
perfectly with 100 % and then in Typing Jungle he has
passed all 664 lessons, which no one has done before
at our school. Same with the Black Knight Award!
Mrs. Orr’s sixth graders are making her proud. (Mask
removed only for picture).

Feed the Harbor
Food Pantry

PCMS Pep Band
PCMS Pep Band performed at all
home basketball games!
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FREE MATH
AFTER SCHOOL
TUTORING

Parents & Students, do you
know that after-school MATH
tutoring is offered FREE at
PCMS? Tutoring is held Tuesday
and Wednesday afternoons
until 4:45 and Thursday
mornings from 8 am – 9 am. To
ensure a successful program,
we ask that all students sign-up
in advance (in the appropriate
classroom) and arrive at
tutoring prepared. They should
bring work to complete and/or
questions about concepts with
which they are struggling.

Algebra I Boot Camp

Saturday, February 27th, PCMS Algebra 1 students
attended the first of two “Algebra Bootcamps”, designed
to prepare students for their EOC (End of Course)
assessment in May.
Students used Chromebooks to work in their
Algebra Nation text – which contains detailed video
lessons and follow-up problems. They also were able to
work in small groups (socially distancing) on problems
displayed in hallways and in classrooms with several
teachers on hand for individual help.
A pizza lunch was provided by Uncle Nick’s and
all attendees went home with goodie bags and raffle
prizes. Bootcamp 2 is in the works – look for permission
slips to come home after spring break!

Out of Field
Teachers

The following teachers are
currently teaching Out of Field:
• Ms. Banks, ESE
• Ms. Ford, ESE
• Mr. Livermore, ESE
• Ms, Marsh, ESE
• Ms. Wheatley, ESOL
• Ms. Merrigan - ESOL
• Ms. Norris - ESOL
• Mrs. Carriera - Reading
Endorsement and ESOL
• Ms. Declet - Reading
Endorsement and ESOL
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Complete FSA Testing Schedule 2021
Title 1
Information

All reports for our Title 1
program are available, upon
request, in our Family Center,
in the lobby of our front office,
and on our website, under
About Us - Title I. There you
will find the link below.

Title 1 Published
Reports & Other
Resources
SPAR: School Accountability
Report link available on our
PCMS school website on Title
I page http://doeweb-prd.
doe.state.fl.us/eds/nclbspar/
year1617/nclb1617.cfm?dist_
schl=8_131/.

DAY

DATE

TEST

PAPER OR
COMPUTER

SESSION

LENGTH

T

4/6/2021

6th FSA Writing

PBT

**

120 Min

W

4/7/2021

7th/ 8th FSA Writing

CBT

**

120 Min

M

5/3/2021

6th/7th ELA Reading

6th PBT
7th CBT

Session 1

85 Min

T

5/4/2021

6th/7th ELA Reading

6th PBT
7th CBT

Session 2

85 Min

W

5/5/2021

6th/7thMath

6th PBT
7th CBT

Session 1

60 Min

TH

5/6/2021

6th/7th Math

6th PBT
7th CBT

Session
2&3

120 Min

T

5/11/2021

8th + Innovating ELA
Reading

CBT

Session 1

85 Min

W

5/12/2021

8th + Innovating ELA
Reading

CBT

Session 2

85 Min

TH

5/13/2021

8th + Innovating FCAT
Science

PBT

Session
1&2

160 Min

T

5/18/2021

8th + Innovating Math/
Algebra EOC

CBT

Session 1

60 Min

W

5/19/2021

8th + Innovating Math/
Algebra EOC

CBT

Sessions
2&3

120 Min

T

5/25/2021

7th Civics EOC

CBT

**

160 Min

A few spots are left!

Advertise in the Terrier Times!
This is a wonderful way
for your company
to get community recognition
and exposure,
and at the same time
help support your local schools!

Kimberly Pruey
kimberly.pruey@yourcharlotteschools.net

We need you!

Port Charlotte Middle School

7
PCMS v PGMS

Basketball

PCMS v Ainger

$99 VISION SPECIAL*

$99 Vision Special* includes:
• Complete medical eye exam
• Eyeglass prescription
• Complete pair of eyeglasses with frame
• FREE polarized sunglasses
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