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Mission
Polo Park Middle School will 

empower our students to attain 
their maximum potentia through 

partnering with parents and 
the community to foster the 

understanding, cooperation, 
and communication skills 

necessary for students to become
literate, productive citizens.

Vision
 Polo Park Middle School is committed to empowering students 
to become productive and responsible citizens with the skills 
needed to succeed in a diverse and global society. Students will 
become responsible, independent, and creative life-long learners.

To download a PDF version of this newsletter, go to http://academypublishing.com/schools/polopark/polopark.php

If you need help translating this 
document, please contact Polo Park 
Middle School at 561-333-5500.
Creole Version:
Si w bezwen èd tradui dokiman sa a, 
tanpri kontakte Polo Park Middle School 
nan 561-333-5500.
Spanish Version:
Si necesitas ayuda para traducir este 
documento, favor de comunicarse con 
Polo Park Middle School al 561-333-5500.

Polo Park Pride
• Be Positive
• Be Respectful
• Be Independent 

• Be Disciplined
• Be Excellent

Dear Polo Park Family,
 Greetings! I sincerely hope your summer has been enjoyable and restful. 
The first day of school, August 10th, is quickly approaching. I look forward to it with 
great excitement and anticipation as we attempt to return to a normal school year.  
I am honored and extremely excited to be the Principal at Polo Park and to work with 
such an amazing staff. At Polo Park Middle School, we strive to provide opportunities 
through our academic and choice programs that will help prepare our students to 
successfully think, act, and communicate in high school, college, career, and beyond. 
It is our vision to be an exceptional school and we are committed to preparing our 
students for a globally competitive world. 
 Student safety is always a major concern of mine and in recent months has taken 
on a different look. We will continue to observe all the recommendations of the CDC.  
At this time masks are voluntary, but we do encourage those that are not comfortable 
not wearing one to continue to do so. Also, please be aware, that for safety reasons, 
the dress code will be strictly enforced and school IDs must be worn around the 
neck at all times. Students will receive a new ID during the first few weeks of school. 
Additionally, the District has also made many security upgrades to our campus.  
 This will be a special year and I am looking forward to having all of our students 
back on campus. I always encourage community involvement and input as we 
pursue the goals set before us. Be assured that your contributions and feedback 
are valued and will help provide us with much needed information to improve our 
educational programming.

Sincerely,
Michael Aronson
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For More Information, & To Stay In The Know. 
Check out our Polo Park Middle School 
PTSA Facebook.
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Dress Code 2021-2022
Polo Park Dress Code 2021-2022 School Year

Permitted Not Permitted

Tops • Only polo-style shirts with a collar 
and sleeves 

• There are no restrictions regarding 
shirt color or pattern 

• School-sponsored t-shirts which 
are either affiliated with a PPMS 
sport or activity that have been 
approved by the administration 

• Shirts may be “un-tucked” as 
long as the size of the shirt is 
proportionate to the size of the 
student 

• Shirts that are too tight or too short 
 º Shirts that reveal the waistline/ 

midriff, even with the arms 
extended above the head 

• Shirts that are too long or over-sized 
 º Shirts that hang lower than 

the wrist area when arms are 
straight 

• Shirts that display any writ ing/
graphics that refer to sex, drugs, 
violence, gangs, alcohol, tobacco, 
or sensitive topics 

• Shirts that are tied up in a knot or with 
a rubber band 

• Shirts with a ripped/frayed/torn edge 

Bottoms • Jeans, pants, shorts, or skirts that fit 
properly at the hip and not below 

• Shorts and skirts that are no more 
than 1” above the knee

• Pants or bottoms that “sag” or reveal 
undergarments 

• Ripped, frayed, or torn clothing 1” 
above the knee 

• Cut-off shorts/jeans

Shoes • Footwear consisting of full, closed-
toe shoes 

• Laces that are tied

• No sandals, cleats, high heels, 
platforms, rubber thongs, slippers, 
flip flops, Crocs, or opened-toe shoes 

General • Sweaters, jackets, sweatshirts may 
be worn as needed in colder 
weather; however, clothing worn 
underneath must adhere to the 
dress code policy 

• Hooded sweatshirts are permitted, 
but the hood cannot cover the 
child’s head for safety reasons 

• P.E. shirts and shorts are to be worn 
ONLY to P.E. 

• Baseball caps, hats, bandannas, or 
sunglasses 

• Pajamas/Sleepwear of any kind 

• Any attire, jewelry, hair picks, or 
ornamentation that is deemed 
unsafe, provocative, inappropriate, 
or disruptive by the administration is 
not permitted 
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Locks/Lockers
 Lockers will be assigned to any student who would like one. Locks must be rented 
from the school. Only locks rented from the school may be used on the lockers. 
Sharing of lockers is not allowed. The school is not responsible for any items stored in lockers. 
All student lockers are subject to search without warning for prohibited or illegally possessed 
substances or objects. 

Celebrations Policy
 Due to their disruptive nature, students are not permitted to bring celebratory items 
to school for birthdays and/or holidays. These items include balloons, stuffed animals, cakes, 
and/or anything that is deemed disruptive to the school environment by administration.

Picture Day
Circle Your Calendars!

Tuesday August 17th is picture day.
More information will be forthcoming.

Student Identification (ID) Cards
 All students are required to wear their school identification (ID) cards at all times. 
Student IDs will be issued shortly after the school year begins following school pictures. 
If a student is not wearing their ID they will be issued a replacement ID and it will be charged 
to their student account if they are unable to pay for them at the time of replacement. 
The cost of an ID is $5.00.  

Curriculum Night
Thursday

September 2nd
2021

http://www.thechildrensdentalplace.com
http://fb.com/LindburgersWellington
https://www.remax.com/real-estate-agents/lindsey-taylor-wellington-fl/100054181
http://Rockys.com


Attendance
 Showing up for school has a huge impact on a student’s academic success. Even as 
children grow older and more independent, families play a key role in making sure students 
get to school safely every day and understand why attendance is so important for success 
in school and on the job.

DID YOU KNOW?
• Students should miss no more than 9 days of school each year to stay engaged, successful 

and on track to graduation. 
• Absences can be a sign that a student is losing interest in school, struggling with school work, 

dealing with a bully or facing some other potentially serious difficulty. 
• By 6th grade, absenteeism is one of three signs that a student may drop out of high school. 
• By 9th grade, regular and high attendance is a better predictor of graduation rates than 8th 

grade test scores. 
• Missing 10 percent, or about 18 days, of the school year can drastically affect a student’s 

academic success. 
• Students can be chronically absent even if they only miss a day or two every few weeks. 
• Attendance is an important life skill that will help your child graduate from college and 

keep a job.

WHAT YOU CAN DO:
• Make school attendance a priority. 
• Talk about the importance of showing up to school every day, make that the expectation. 
• Help your child maintain daily routines, such as finishing homework and getting a good 

night’s sleep. 
• Try not to schedule dental and medical appointments during the school day.
• Don’t let your child stay home unless truly sick. Complaints of headaches or stomach aches 

may be signs of anxiety.

HELP YOUR TEEN STAY ENGAGED. 
• Find out if your child feels engaged by his classes and feels safe from bullies and other threats. 

Make sure he/she is not missing class because of behavioral issues and school discipline policies. 
If any of these are problems, work with your school. 

• Stay on top of academic progress and seek help from teachers or tutors if necessary. Make 
sure teachers know how to contact you. 

• Stay on top of your child’s social contacts. Peer pressure can lead to skipping school, while 
students without many friends can feel isolated. 

• Encourage meaningful after-school activities, including sports and clubs.

COMMUNICATE WITH THE SCHOOL. 
• Know the school’s attendance policy - incentives 
 and penalties 
• Talk to teachers if you notice sudden changes in 
 behavior. These could be tied to something going 
 on at school. 
• Check on your child’s attendance to be sure 
 absences are not piling up. 
• Ask for help from school officials, after-school 
 programs, other parents or community agencies if 
 you’re having trouble getting your child to school.
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PPMS School
Sponsored

Shirts
 This year all Polo Park t-shirts 
and school-sponsored clothing 
wil l  be available for purchase 
o n l i n e  a t  o u r  o n l i n e  s t o r e : 
https://polopark.pyra360.com/. 
The school T-shirts can be worn to 
school at all times. The P.E. T-shirt is 
only to be worn to P.E. classes and 
not during the regular school day. 
 Th i s  year’s  ath let ic event 
T-shi r t is also avai lable on this 
site. The athletic T-shir t can be 
worn to school at all times and 
gets you in to al l of the home 
sporting events free. 

http://www.ShultsOrthodontics.com
http://www.palmbeachada.com
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Lunch Lunch Time Instruction Time Academic Reinforcement

A 12:08 – 12:38 12:43 – 1:46 1:47 – 2:17

B 12:41 – 1:11 1:16 – 2:17 12:08 - 12:38

C 1:14 – 1:44 12:08 – 1:11 1:47 – 2:17

D 1:47 – 2:17 12:08 – 1:13 1:14 – 1:44

Period 5 ......................... 2:22 - 3:09
Period 6 ......................... 3:14 - 4:05

Period 1 ....................... 9:30-10:19
Period 2 ....................... 10:24-11:11
Period 3 ....................... 11:16-12:03
Period 4 ....................... 12:08– 2:17

Bell Schedule 2021-22

Advertise in the Stallion Sentinel! 

This is a wonderful way
for your company

to get community recognition
and exposure,

and at the same time
help support your local schools!

Nora Bernstein
nora.bernstein@palmbeachschools.org

Polo Park Middle School

A few spots are left! 

We need you!

http://www.southuniversity.edu
http://FloridaSpineAssociates.com
https://www.academypublishing.com/advertising.php
http://PetroverOrtho.com
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Test Taking Tips 
for Parents

Tip #1: Make attendance a priority, 
e s p e c i a l l y  o n  d a y s  t h a t  y o u 
know standardized testing will be 
administered. Though it's important for 
your student to be in school every day, 
making sure he's there when the test 
is taken helps to ensure he won't lose 
more learning time because he has to 
make up a test during school. Make a 
note of test days on the calendar. That 
way both you and your student know 
what's coming and will be prepared.

Tip #2: Monitor your student’s progress 
and check for understanding. Subjects 
like science, social studies and math 
often have cumulative exams at the 
end of learning units. If your student 
is struggling with something now, it 
won't be easy for her to have time to 
try again to learn it just before the test.

Tip #3: Set a reasonable bedtime 
and s t ick  to  i t .  E ight  hour s  o f 
sleep is preferable. Many parents 
underestimate the importance of a 
rested mind and body. Tired children 
have difficulty focusing and are easily 
flustered by challenges.

Tip #4: Make sure your child has 
enough time to wake up fully before 
he has to go to school. Just as rest is 
important, so is having enough time to 
get his brain engaged and in gear. If 
his test is first thing in the morning, he 
can't afford to spend the first hour of 
school groggy and unfocused.

Tip #5: Provide a high-protein, healthy, 
low-sugar breakfast for your student. 
Kids learn better on full stomachs, but if 
their stomachs are full of sugary, heavy 
foods that will make them sleepy or 
slightly queasy, it's not much better 
than an empty stomach.

Tip #6: Talk to your student about how 
the test went, what he did well and 
what he would have done differently. 
Think of it as a mini-debriefing or 
brainstorming session. You can talk 
about test-taking strategies after 
the fact as easily as beforehand 
and these discussions will improve 
performance on future tests.

SSYRA – Sunshine State Young Readers 
Award Books

 The Sunshine State Young Readers Award (SSYRA) Program a statewide reading 
motivational program for students in grades 3 through 8. The purpose of the SSYRA 
Program is to encourage students to read independently for pleasure and to read 
books that are on, above, and below their reading level in order to improve their 
reading f luency. Sunshine State books are selected for thei r wide appeal, l iterary 
value, var ied genres, cur r iculum connections, and/or multicultural representation. 
The SSYRA committee is comprised of 20 qualified school librarians located throughout the 
state of Florida, subdivided into two committees- grades 3-5 and grades 6-8. 
 At Polo Park we encourage students to read the SSYRA books and celebrate with 
various incentive programs for students who read 3 or more of the current year’s titles. More 
information on our program for this year, will be available soon.

• Cleo Porter and the Body Electric by Jake Burt
• Charlie Thorne and the Last Equation by Stuart Gibbs
• When Stars are Scattered by Victoria Jamieson and Omar Muhamad
• The Unteachables by Gordon Korman
• Me and Banksy by Tanya Lloyd Kyi
• The Miscalculations of Lightning Girl by Stacy McAnulty
• Jinxed by Amy McCulloch
• Bloom by Kenneth Oppel
• Bouncing Back by Scott Ostler
• Becoming Muhammad Ali by James Patterson & Kwame Alexander
• Wildfire: A Novel by Rodman Philbrick
• A Wish in the Dark by Christina Soontornvat
• Coop Knows the Scoop by Taryn Souders
• Clean Getaway by Nic Stone
• The Unsung Hero of Birdsong, USA by Brenda Woods



7

From the Library Media Center
 Welcome back. After working remotely for over a year, it is so good to be back in the 
library media center. I look forward to meeting all of our students in the next few weeks as I 
will be scheduling orientations as soon as possible.
 Please remember that you can always access the library through our virtual library website 
any time of the day or night. Our website address is https://sites.google.com/palmbeachschools.
org/poloparkvirtuallibrary/home
 I have a form on the website’s homepage that students can fill out if they need assistance 
with research or finding a great book. The website contains a lot of useful information, so 
please visit regularly. This year, I hope to have some new and exciting programs in the library, 
so keep checking the website for updates. 
 I wish everyone a great school year filled with wonderful books, new friends, and great learning.

Happy reading,
Mrs. Bernstein

Care Program 2021-2022 School Year
 Polo Park’s Before and After-Care program will begin on Wednesday, August 11th. 
Information regarding times, costs, and registration for our program is outlined below. 
 If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Mr. Ring at james.r ing@
palmbeachschools.org.
 Please do not be concerned regarding space for your child, as there is always plenty 
of room for all!
Sessions and Times
We have two sessions - morning & afternoon
• Morning Session: Starts at 7:40 a.m. on normal school days
• Afternoon Session: Begins immediately after school, and ends at 5:15 p.m. on normal school days
 Please note: Students must be picked up by 5:30 pm. Please have proper I.D. when 
picking up your student. If someone other than the designated person is picking up your child, 
we will need written permission from a parent or legal guardian.
Transportation
 We will begin providing afternoon activity bus transportation on Monday, August 16th.  
Parents are responsible for providing all transportation for the first week.
Cost
• Morning Session: $35.00 per month
• Afternoon Session: $35.00 per month
• Both Morning & Afternoon sessions: $60.00 per month
 Please note: Payments are due by the first business day of each month.
For students who have signed up for and have been approved for the District’s free/reduced 
lunch program, there is no cost, but students must still register for the program.
Activities
 Homework Assistance is available for both sessions
Other activities are still being finalized, but it is always our goal to provide an engaging program.

 Again, if you have any questions or concerns, please contact Mr. Ring at james.ring@
palmbeachschools.org.
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