
Dear PJHS Families,

The 2018-19 school year has already proven to be a great year. As I review the year, 
I have seen so many wonderful accomplishments from both students and staff. Our 
students have received recognition for achievement in the areas of academics, music, 
athletics and citizenship. I attribute these accomplishments to our responsible students, 
supportive community and dedicated staff.

Amazingly, the end of the school year is almost here. The excitement of summer is 
in the air and it is tempting for students to start shutting down; however, we need 
our students to finish the year strong. Our staff is working hard to ensure that your 
children continue to learn, but we need your help in emphasizing the importance of 
staying focused. Completing the year with good grades helps our counselors and the 
high school counselors make the best decisions possible about students’ placement in 
various programs for next year.

Not only do our students have a lot to do in their classes these remaining weeks, but 
they also have a wide variety of activities in which we hope that they, and you, will 
participate. These events include recognition ceremonies, track meets, talent show 
and music concerts. Please refer to our Daily Updates Email for the dates and times 
for these events.

As we approach the end of the year, we wish our 8th grade students well as they move 
on to high school. They have bright futures ahead of them and we appreciate all of their 
hard work as students at Perrysburg Junior High School. We know that they have the 
skills and habits that they need in order to be successful at the next level. At the same 
time, we look forward to the 2019-20 school year with our incoming 7th graders and our 
upcoming 8th graders.

Thank you for all of your support and we look forward to your continued involvement in 
your child’s education.

Respectfully,

Mr. Don Christie, Principal
dchristie@perrysburgschools.net
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RETIRED GEOPHYSICIST VISITS
8TH GRADE SCIENCE
During the third quarter, students in Mrs. Roach’s 8th grade science class had the opportunity to 
hear from Dr. Donald Stierman, a retired geophysicist and University of Toledo professor. Students in 
Mrs. Roach’s class had been studying the theory of plate tectonics and the idea that the lithosphere 
is divided into moving plates that cause all the geologic phenomena that happen today, such as 
earthquakes and volcanic eruptions. Dr. Stierman previously researched these same topics when 
the theory was being developed, which allowed Dr. Stierman to teach the students the backstory on 
why scientists recorded the data and developed the theory.

Pictured below is Dr. Stierman presenting to one of Mrs. Roach’s 8th grade science classes.

JHPO
It is hard to believe the year is almost over already. Time has gone fast but JHPO is still going strong! 
JHPO has completed more projects to help beautify the junior high and we are happy for the support 
of all the junior high families who have helped make this possible.

JHPO finished the year with a breakfast for the staff that was held in March, a used book sale that 
will occur on April 6, a staff lunch in May and then an 8th grade dance after their ceremony on May 
22 at Perrysburg High School.

JHPO is already looking to next year and would love to have you involved. If you are interested in 
being part of the JHPO board, please email us at jhpoperrysburg@gmail.com for more information.

PJHS FREEDOM 
SHRINE WINNERS 
HONORED

PJHS and St. Rose students were 
honored at the February 25 Exchange 
Club Meeting for their Freedom Shrine 
essays. Pictured from left to right are: 
Aaron Kruse, St. Rose social studies 
teacher; Tim Waltzer, Exchange Club; 
Katie Hoyt, St. Rose student; Ella 
Sibberson, PJHS student; Thomas 
VanCamp, PJHS student; Katie Amend, 
PJHS student; Justin Badik, PJHS social 
studies teacher and Scott Buker, PJHS 
assistant principal.
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Frosh Fest
Frosh Fest for 8th grade students will occur 
on April 5. The 8th grade will travel to the high 
school from 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. to participate 
in tours, play games and learn about all of the 
activities offered at the high school.

AIR Testing
AIR Testing will take place on April 9, April 
11, April 23 and April 25 for 7th & 8th grade 
students, first thing in the morning until 11:15 
a.m. Additional AIR testing for 8th graders will 
take place on April 30 and May 2, first thing in 
the morning until 10:30 a.m. If possible, please 
limit absences or appointments on these days 
in the morning. Students who are absent or 
miss testing will have to make-up testing and 
miss classes on another day. Students will not 
be allowed to test on the scheduled days if they 
arrive late to school or if they need to leave 
during a scheduled testing time.

Resource
A great resource for parents/guardians to 
help keep children alcohol and drug free is a 
campaign started by The Ohio Department of 
Education called Start Talking. Parents can 
subscribe to get monthly updates by going to 
starttalking.ohio.gov. This month’s suggested 
topic to talk to your children about are sleeping 
habits. Here are some important points from 
the article:

Sleep is food for the brain particularly for 
adolescents in the critical stages of physical, 
emotional and intellectual development. Less 
than 15% of teens get the sleep their bodies 
and minds need to fuel that growth, and that’s a 
big problem. Sleep deprivation poses a serious 
threat to our children’s health, safety and 
academic success.

For children 10 to 12 years old, the National Sleep 
Foundation recommends 9-12 hours of sleep 

each night; for 14 to 18-year-olds they need to be 
getting somewhere between 8-10 hours nightly.

Here are the National Sleep Foundation’s
Top Ten:

1. Stick to a sleep schedule of the same 
bedtime and wake up time, even on the 
weekends (try to keep it within an hour of 
the usual wake time).

2. Practice a relaxing bedtime ritual, like 
reading or listening to quiet music.

3. If you have trouble sleeping, avoid naps, 
especially in the afternoon.

4. Exercise daily, but not too close to bedtime.
5. Evaluate your room. It should be cool, dark 

and quiet.
6. Sleep on a comfortable mattress and 

pillow(s)—with clean sheets.
7. Avoid bright light in the evening and 

exposure to sunlight first thing in the 
morning.

8. Avoid caffeine in the evening and large 
meals before bedtime.

9. Help your body shift into sleep mode. 
Spend the hour before bedtime winding 
down. Steer clear of electronic devices 
because they stimulate the brain.

10. If you can’t sleep, go into another room 
and do something relaxing until you feel 
tired.

When it comes to those pesky electronic 
devices, it is best to charge them in your room 
away from the bed at night to eliminate your 
child’s temptation to reach out or respond to 
late night messages.

Getting proper sleep is vital, and healthy sleep 
habits can make all the difference in your teen’s 
quality of life. If your child is experiencing 
trouble getting the quantity or quality of sleep 
they need, do not hesitate to contact your 
physician or specialist for help.

COUNSELOR'S CORNER
YEARBOOK
The yearbook staff is almost finished with 
the production of their 80-page publication. 
Students have had the opportunity to plan and 
organize their pages, all while gaining skills in 
photography, design and communication. After 
sending the last pages off for printing in late 
March, the yearbook staff will reunite in May 
for one of our most exciting get-togethers — 
having an exclusive first look at our newly 
printed book! If you missed the deadline to pre-
order a yearbook, a limited number of extras 
will be sold on a first-come, first-serve basis 
during the last week of school.

GRAB & GO BOXES 
NOW AVAILABLE!
The PJHS cafeteria will begin selling Grab & 
Go boxes for students who participate in after-
school activities. The boxes will cost $2.00 and 
will include a drink, a peanut butter and jelly 
sandwich and a whole piece of fruit. Students 
may purchase the boxes during their lunch 
period. The Grab & Go boxes will be delivered 
to the students during their 10th period class.
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FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT
Choir
On February 13 the PJHS Choir students participated in the Evening of Love at Hull Prairie 
Intermediate School. Students opened the performance with “Somebody to Love,” where 350 
students from grades five through eight took the stage together. Parents/Guardians and community 
members gathered for a cabaret-style event where students performed solos and musical selections 
featuring the idea of love.

The PJHS Golden Jackets Show Choir traveled to Chicago over the weekend of March 1 to 
compete at the John Hersey High School’s Chicagoland Showcase. Groups were judged on vocals, 
choreography and overall performance. The Golden Jackets won Grand Champions, Best Vocals, 
Best Choreography and Hope Smith won the Best Overall Female Soloist.

While on their trip, students had the opportunity to take part in a special backstage tour where they 
were able to sing in the same theatre as Frank Sinatra. Students also visited Navy Pier, the Shedd 
Aquarium, the John Hancock Observation Deck and the Museum of Science and Industry.

The PJHS Golden Jackets are in their 4th year as a competitive show choir. The group is comprised 
of 37 seventh and eighth grade students from the PJHS choral program. Their competition set is 
entitled “There’s No Business Like Show Business” and their musical selections include “My Shot,” 
“Million Dreams” and “Greatest Show.”

continued on next page...

The Golden Jackets won Grand Champions 
at the John Hersey High School’s 

Chicagoland Showcase.

Students in the PJHS 7th and 8th Grade 
Choirs participated in the Evening of Love at 

Hull Prairie Intermediate School.

Orchestra
This past February, 27 PJHS Orchestra students were selected to participate in the OMEA District 
1 Junior High Honors Orchestra based on their submitted auditions. 27 students was the highest 

number of students accepted from any one school in northwest Ohio. 
PJHS is proud of the orchestra students for representing the school 
district in such an impressive way!

Pictured Left: PJHS Orchestra students who competed in the OMEA District 1 
Junior High Honors Orchestra with PJHS Orchestra instructors, Mrs. Betsy 
Cranston and Ms. Kathleen Schnerer.

Orchestra students are hard at work currently for the preparation of their 
final concert of the school year on April 25 at 7:00 p.m. in the PJHS 

Auditorium. The concert will feature both the 7th and 8th grade orchestra as well as the PJHS String 
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PJHS WRITING TEAM COMPETES AT 
TIMBERSTONE MIDDLE SCHOOL
On Saturday, March 2 the PJHS Writing Team competed at the Timberstone Writing Competition at 
Timberstone Middle School. Students competed in three rounds of writing and during each round 
the students had 40 minutes to complete the given prompt. There were 11 schools competing and 
the PJHS 7th Grade Team finished third overall and the 8th Grade Team finished first overall.

Individual winners included: 7th graders- Taqwa Arif, 4th; Julia Xi, 6th and Reina Wang won an award 
for the best story in the second round. 8th graders- Marissa Engle, 5th and Katie Amend 9th. Katie 
Amend also received an 
award for writing the best 
story in the third round.

Pictured Right is the
8th Grade Writing Team.

From left to right:
Katie Amend, 

Hannah Jordan, 
Aisha Sediqe, 

Andrew Chung, 
Marissa Engel

and Elena Neceski

Ensemble. Prior to the concert the students will work with a guest clinician, Gabriel Villasurda, a 
retired orchestra teacher from Ann Arbor, Michigan, to assist in the preparation for their concert.

Band
On February 16, 31 of the PJHS band students performed at the Stranahan Theatre as part of 
the Ohio Music Education Association District 1 Honor Band. The students represented their band, 
school and community with pride, spirit and excellence! The ensemble was conducted by Baldwin 
Wallace University Band Director Laura Joss.

The PJHS Pep Band closed out their season with a performance during the final PJHS home basketball 
games. Thank you to the PJHS community for all the support and enthusiasm demonstrated towards 
the pep band this season!

The PJHS Band on the Run 5K is scheduled for Saturday, May 4 at Perrysburg Junior High School. 
Ask a PJHS Band Family for more information about this community event promoting health, fitness, 
music and band spirit! Our goals this year is 
to host over 300 runners. Come out and enjoy 
a walk or run at the PHS Band on the Run 5K!

Pictured Right: PJHS Band students participated 
in the OMEA District 1 Honor Band at the 
Stranahan Theatre.
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H.I.P.P. SPONSORS 
2ND ANNUAL
DODGEBALL 
TOURNAMENT
The 2nd Annual PJHS Dodgeball Tournament 
took place on Friday, March 1 at PJHS. The 
event featured over 160 participants enjoying 
an evening of fun, laughter and team-building. 
Each player received a T-shirt for being part of 
this event, sponsored by H.I.P.P.

PJHS SPIRIT BIKE DEBUTS!
When Miss Jackie Derr, PJHS STEM teacher, asked her 8th grade STEM 
class what kind of a project they’d like to do, the students indicated they 
wanted to bring more spirit to our school. After brainstorming ideas, Miss 
Derr’s 8th grade third period STEM class chose to create the PJHS Spirit 
Bike named Buzz.

The original bike was blue and pink, and needed a makeover. The students 
designed the letters PJHS, used the 3D printer to print these along with 
the parts to hold the streamers in place. The laser engraver was used to 
engrave the Perrysburg logo on the sides and the vinyl cutter was used to 
enhance the helmet and trim out the bike in vegas gold. Along with giving 
the bike a new look, students learned about the gears used and how they 
work - in this case a dual differential.

This project allowed the students to design, create, work as a team and 
communicate within their given tasks. Miss Derr stated: “It was really 
awesome to see the kids take ownership in what they were doing. Some

had never used a screwdriver or wrench before, some had to learn how 
to spraypaint and they all had to be great at brainstorming and solving 
issues that came along with the spirit bike.”

Buzz - the PJHS Spirit Bike was presented to Mr. Christie and he rode 
it during the recent spirit assembly. Several students from the class 
commented “This was the best project ever!” as the bike was presented.

Special thank you to our 
very own, Mrs. Mary 
Bahnsen and her husband 
for donating the bike to us 
and allowing us to complete 
this project.

Pictured Left: Miss Derr, 3rd 
period 8th Grade STEM class 
and Mrs. Bahnsen

The 2019 Champions was the Purple Cobras The Dinosaurs were the 2019 Runner-Ups
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USA GOLD MEDALIST VISITS PJHS
On Friday, February 8, students and staff were treated to an assembly by The World Curling Federation 
and the local Black Swamp Curling Center. As part of the event, Olympic Gold Medalist Tyler George 
spoke to the students about his journey from Minnesota to Bowling Green State University and the 
rise to the top of the Curling world. Mr. George is now retired and is touring the country to promote 
the sport and discuss his adventure. During the assembly, students were able play a modified 
version of Curling with floor mats and rolling stones to test the difficulty of the sport. Mr. George 
took several pictures with our students and even allowed them to hold his gold medal. To top off the 
assembly, students were treated to a head-to-head match between PJHS Assistant Principals Mr. 
Cooper and Mr. Buker, which resulted in Mr. Cooper securing victory with a last stone close to the 
"house.” The Black Swamp Curling Center hosted several free classes over the following weekend 
in which students could learn more about the sport and the commitment it takes to be an Olympic 
Champion. You can find more information for students to get involved with Curling at this website: 
https://bgcurlingclub.com/.

Mr. Tyler George, USA Gold Medalist in curling 
addresses the PJHS student body.

Students had the opportunity to participate in floor 
curling during Mr. George’s visit to PJHS.

HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR SPEAKS TO 
PJHS 8TH GRADERS
On Wednesday, March 13th, Holocaust survivor Dr. Irene Butter came to speak to 
8th-grade students as part of their Holocaust unit of study in their English Language 
Arts class.

Each year, students learn about propaganda and the rise of Nazi Germany and “walk” 
in the shoes of survivors by reading Gerda Weissmann Klein’s excerpt from “All But 
My Life” and Elie Wiesel’s memoir Night. In May, many eighth-graders will attend the 
Washington D.C. trip, where they will tour the Holocaust Memorial Museum.

In a world of social media, it’s vital to hear from a first-hand account. Dr. Butter, 
who bore witness to the atrocities during this time period, shared her personal story 

to the students. Although painful to 
remember and speak about, Dr. Butter 
feels passionate about sharing her story 
with others.

Perrysburg Schools Foundation sponsored 
Dr. Butter's visit and the evening 
community event. Dr. Butter also wrote 
Shores Beyond Shores, her memoir 
detailing her personal journey.
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ATHLETIC AVENUE
The Perrysburg Junior High Athletic Department concluded its 2018-2019 winter sports 
season with tremendous success. Preparation for winter sports began in November and 
ran through the beginning portion of March that saw the Jackets compete in boys and 
girls basketball, wrestling and cheerleading.

The 7th and 8th grade wrestling team capped off their season with a dominating win at 
the NLL Championship. The Jackets were invitational champions at the Genoa Invitational, 
the Lake Invitational and the Archbold Invitational. Ryan Avalos, Nick You, Myles Takats, 
Nick Hartzell, AJ Parish, Ethan Brink and Wynton Denkins were all NLL Champions. The 
Jackets were coached by Mr. Jacob Welch and Mr. Nick You.

The 7th grade boys basketball team, coached by Mr. Justin Fahncke, finished their season 
with an overall record of 10-8 and finished as the NLL Tournament Runner-up. The 8th 
grade boys basketball team, coached by Mr. Dave Perez, played to an 11-5 overall record.

Mr. Craig Krueger coached the 7th grade girls basketball team to an 11-7 record. The team 
continued to improve throughout the season. The 8th grade Jackets finished the regular 
season at 15-4 and entered the tournament as the number three seed and finished as the 
NLL Tournament Runner-up. Mr. Tom Przybylski coached the Jackets.

The Jacket cheerleaders boasted a successful season cheering at home basketball contests. The squad also placed first at the annual Cheer for a Cure. 
The Jackets were coached by Mrs. Katie Steele and Ms. Samantha Gentle.

The PJHS Cheer team competed at Cheer for a Cure at the 
SeaGate Convention Centre and placed first in their division.

PERRYSBURG PUBLIC SCHOOLS
140 E. Indiana Avenue
Perrysburg OH 43551

Current Resident or: 

™™

8

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid

Orlando, FL
Permit #2346


