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Dear Parents/Guardians,

With the weather cooling, the anticipation for the holiday break builds. Whether your child is attending school on 
campus or via the Volusia Live platform, please encourage him/her to put their best effort forward. 

COVID has certainly challenged us all on so many levels and has broadened our skills. We have all learned 
so much during this time. Some we look forward to continuing and others we can’t wait to leave behind. 
It is true that COVID fatigue is real. We see it each day on campus. Please encourage your child to wear 
his/her mask, wash/sanitize his/her hands throughout the day and when entering a class. With the 
number of students on campus, we social distance to the best extent possible and have put other 
procedures in place to assist everyone’s well-being. 

Due to COVID, the school district’s calendar has been adjusted. The second quarter/first semester will 
end Friday, January 22, 2021. Volusia Live was scheduled to end for students the same day. You can 
expect more information about Volusia Live continuing from the school district. 

Our early release Wednesdays were adjusted as well. The following are the early release Wednesdays 
for the remainder of the school year. Students will be released one hour early on these days. 

 • January 6th, 2021 
 • February 3rd, 2021
 • March 3rd, 2021 
 • April 7th, 2021
 • May 9th, 2021

Thank you for your continuous support and partnership as we team together to create the best 
learning environment for your child. I encourage you to review your child’s grades regularly and 
to reach out to teachers as needed. Open communication will help all our Panthers succeed.

Take care and Happy Holidays,

Susan Tuten, Principal 

@OrmondBeachMiddleSchool @OBMS Media
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Ormond Middle Math Teacher Wins State 
Award as MATHCOUNTS Coach of the Year
DELAND – Ormond Beach Middle School math teacher Natalie Demchak has been named the 2020 Florida 
MATHCOUNTS Coach of the Year by the Florida Engineering Society.

Demchak, a VCS teacher since 2003, was nominated by the Daytona Beach Chapter, which noted her 12 years of 
dedication to the MATHCOUNTS program – including consistent Top 4 finishes at the chapter level competition. The 
nomination also recognized Demchak for her passion 
to mentoring her students that is reflected in her 
students’ enthusiasm during the competition each year. 
She received a plaque and a $750 prize.

MATHCOUNTS is a rigorous competition that matches 
phenomenal math students and coaches from all over the 
state in a quiz bowl type of competition. The competitive 
club meets weekly after school. Sixth- through eighth-
graders practice algebra and geometry, and then 10 
students are selected for the competition teams.

The MATHCOUNTS competition includes a round 
of questions with no calculator for each player, 
an individual round using calculators and a team 
round with four students per team. After a morning 
of testing, the afternoon is reserved for the fun 
ciphering competition, where points are awarded 
based on speed and having the correct answer.

Middle school teams compete at the district, state and national level. Demchak’s OBMS teams are 
often in the Top 4 at district, and a first- or second-place finish often takes them to the state level. The 
coronavirus pandemic has moved the state competition online.

“It’s nice to see the students excited about math,” she said. “I want them to be competitive with each 
other, but also keep it fun.”

Demchak didn’t realize she was good at math growing up, but started to see it as a strength in high school and 
college. She originally expected to become an elementary teacher, but has always been at the middle school 
level – and wishes she’d taken more math classes in college!

She’s been coaching the OBMS MATHCOUNTS program for about a dozen years, and the school has hosted the 
district MATHCOUNTS competition for several years.

“Natalie is a warm, accessible, enthusiastic, and caring MATHCOUNTS coach,” said OBMS Math Chair Kristen 
Pirkey, co-coach for the school’s MATHCOUNTS team. “She always engages the students in learning in a fun 
way while encouraging healthy competition. Students feel safe to take risks because she makes her classroom 
a safe learning environment. I am continuously impressed with the amount of time and energy she puts into 
making sure all students at Ormond Beach Middle School are successful!”

Demchak reminds people that math is used all the time in life. “Knowledge is power – it gives you choices in 
life,” she said. “Math helps people with a level of understanding of other subjects. Being able to think that way 
opens doors for other opportunities.”

Is your mIddle schooler turnIng your lIfe uPsIde doWn?
transPorted after school martIal arts can helP!

confIdence • dIscIPlIne • self - defense  

o r m o n d B e a c h m a r t I a l a r t s . c o m

http://www.oceanfrontinnormondbeach.com
http://OrmondBeachmartialArts.com
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OBMS Performing Arts
Theatre: Theatre students have finished their theatre history unit and have moved on to learning and 
performing individual monologues. Coming up this nine weeks they will begin group monologues and 
get to create theatre masks out of paper Mache. If you have any clean, old newspapers please continue 
to bring those in as we will need about 150 newspapers to complete this project.

Choir: Choir students have learned about careers in music, how to build a concert, and have started 
their solfège. We have also gone outside many times to safely sing their warm-ups and a song about 
the meaning of life. Ask them to sing it for you, It sounds great! Coming up this quarter we will continue 
to sing outside until our HEPA Filter arrives and have started getting into our winter music.

Dance: Our dance students have done a fantastic job allowing me to challenge them with proper 
technique and learning ballet on the barre. They have really stepped up and are becoming great dancers. 
This upcoming semester we will be focusing on their winter chorography and more contemporary 
dance moves like their jazz and ballet pirouettes.

Program Updates: We have a few upgrades and updates I am excited to share with you which I am sure you 
have already heard about but has made our program stronger and helped us learn better. Our choir and theatre 
room now has a smart tv and this has really added to our music analysis and Hamilton Days! I received a $1,000 
grant from the Futures Foundation for 2 HEPA Filters to aide with keeping our students safe through Covid-19, 
and we will be ordering those as soon as the funds are available through the organization. We are able to get 
the strongest filters currently on the market and if you would like more information on which filter we are 
purchasing here is the link to follow: https://medifyair.com/products/ma112?_pos=1&_sid=b6b205030&_ss=r

We will be getting one for the choir/theatre room and one for the dance room. We are also purchasing singers 
masks for every choir student to wear under their mask and store in their backpack in a Ziploc each day to help 
them comfortably sing with their mask on. Lastly, thanks again to student fees, we were able to purchase 2 more 
professional ballet barres so we have enough for every child to be on a barre at once, which is great news!

Thank you for all your support!

Amanda El Shemi , Director of Choir, Theatre, and Dance

http://aplustutorflorida.com
http://www.abrapets.com
http://www.OrmondBeachDermatology.com
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What’s New With National 
Junior Honor Society
• Our organization is meeting on Teams through Microsoft Office this year!  Members are reminded to 

check their email each Monday for important information and links to RSVP to our virtual meetings.

• National Junior Honor Society has a tab on the Ormond Beach Middle School webpage.  We are 
encouraging our members to find safe ways to earn volunteer hours this year.  The 20 hours are voluntary 
for our members this year due to current restrictions in our community.  

• NJHS members are working on living a healthy lifestyle through running and exercise.  Our members at 
our last meeting discussed preparing for our school’s upcoming 5K in March of 2021.

• Congratulations to Ocean Bonifay, Pierce Hoobler, Luca Kaney Olivari, Lina Nasr, Catherine Terrell, Emma 
Uneda, and Kendra Uneda for being elected to our Leadership Council.

• Our next scheduled meeting will be in January!

• This year’s sponsors are Ms. Wagers and Ms. Murray.

Media Center News
• The media center celebrated our top 50 readers for the first quarter with a huge event on 

November 6th.  Our next event to honor our top readers for the second quarter with the most 
Reading Counts points will be in January. Over 1,500 
books have been read so far this year!

• Stop by the media center to select one of our 
Sunshine State Novels to read.  
Students who read 10 or more 
of these novels plus five others 
of their choice are considered a 
Sunshine Reader 2021 and will be 
celebrated in April!

• The media center is available 
before school beginning at 8:50 AM 
each morning to students.  Need 
tutoring or technology assistance 
from a peer?  Stop by the media 
center before school for assistance from one of our Techsperts!  Students are welcome to print 
out their class assignments and projects before school.  See Ms. Murray for more information.

• Students can earn a Brain Bag with treats each time they read a book before December 18th!  Use 
the QR code to access our Destiny Discover circulation catalog.  You can even check out one of 
our eBooks for two weeks!

http://www.drdavidlowe.com
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...continued on page 6

This is what’s happening with 
your OBMS PTSA!
OBMS PTSA is helping out:
We funded a $3,200 matching FUTURES grant in order for the school to continue their subscription with 
Newsela. Newsela is an instructional content platform, that allows teachers in ELA and other content areas 
(Science, Social Studies, Art and Health) to provide students with articles that are relevant to their subject 
areas while also allowing them to practice ELA skills and strategies such as determining the meaning of 
unknown words, determining the main idea, recognizing author’s purpose and text structure.  This will also 
strengthen our students’ reading skills and promote lifelong reading habits.  

In addition, we purchased OBMS Face Masks for the staff at the beginning of the year, contributed funds to the 
OBMS Teacher of the Year award and to the school’s celebration of Red Ribbon Week.

PTA Reflections
The PTSA and Ms. Murray coordinated OBMS’s participation in the 2020 PTA Reflections contest. 
The Reflections theme for 2020 is: I matter because…… Students were encouraged to reflect on that 
statement through different art forms (Visual Arts, Literature, Photography, Film Production, Dance 
Choreography and Music Composition). 

Here are this year’s OBMS winners who will now move on to compete at the County level:

• Visual Arts:
 (1st) Adeline Bethea, (2nd) Britton Prewitt, (3rd) Sarah Todd

• Literature:
 (1st) Audrey Brown, (2nd) Betsy Reece, (3rd) Jackson Feezor

• Photography: 
 (1st) Pierce Hoobler

• Film Production:
 (1st) Charlie Schumacher, (2nd) Brooke Hoobler

• Dance Choreography:
 (1st) Audrey Brown

A special thanks to Saundra Murray, Kellee DeRiggi, Lisa Gallagher,
Tara Fatta and our PTSA Reflections Chair, Debra Brown,
for making this such a special event.

COMPLETE EYE EXAMS 
FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY
Laser Assisted Cataract Surgery • Cornea Surgery 
Laser Surgery • LASIK/PRK • Dry Eye Treatment

Diabetic Eye Care • Glaucoma Specialists 
Contacts & Glasses

Michael K. Makowski, M.D.
Alan D. Spertus, M.D.
Mark E. Kennedy, M,D.
Timothy D. Root, M.D

Rory A. Myer, M.D.
Thomas M. Kline, O.D.
Karin L. Schoeler, O.D.
Ron D. Norman, O.D.

All locations are
following the CDC
guidelines in order

to keep our patients
and staff safe. 

Port Orange 386-767-0053
Palm Coast 386-586-3711
Ormond Beach 386-672-4244

Ormond Beach
Surgery Center

386-672-7575

http://www.dreamkitchenbaths.com
http://www.atlanticorthodontics.com
http://planetsmoothie.com
http://tomokaeye.com
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...continued on page 7

This is what’s happening with
your OBMS PTSA!... continued
Spirit Wear
Check out our Spirit Wear at obmsptsa.square.site. Spirit Wear t-shirts can be worn each Friday for 
Spirit Day and hoodies can be worn every day. They make great Holiday gifts too!

OBMS 5K
Our 2nd Annual OBMS 5k Run/Walk will be held on March 13th, 2021. Look for our Race Sponsorship 
and Race Registration forms coming home with your student in December!

Box Tops

If you order from Instacart or Target.com/Target you can forward your receipts to
receipts@boxtops4education.com using the same email as your Box Tops account.

HOW TO EARN. BOX TOPS MAKES IT EASY.
All you need is your phone! Download the Box Tops app, shop as you normally would, then 
use the app to scan your store receipt within 14 days of purchase. The app will identify Box 
Tops products on your receipt and automatically credit Ormond Beach Middle School for your 
Box Top purchases. 

Vicki Stanley • vrstanle@volusia.k12.fl.us

Your advertisement helps fund the newsletter and at the SAME TIME 
your business gets community recognition and exposure.

YOU are the missing piece!
Help Ormond Beach Middle School by advertising in the Paw Prints! 

Vicki Stanley • vrstanle@volusia.k12.fl.us

Your advertisement helps fund the newsletter and at the SAME TIME 
your business gets community recognition and exposure.

YOU are the missing piece!
Help Ormond Beach Middle School by advertising in the Paw Prints! 

http://www.boulevardtire.com
http://www.twilightpediatrics.com
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This is what’s happening with
your OBMS PTSA!
Amazon Smile 
Earn money for the PTSA by shopping on Amazon. Here’s how: 

• Log on to smile.amazon.com. On your first visit to AmazonSmile you will be prompted to select an 
organization. Select “Ormond Beach Middle School PTSA” from the list of eligible organizations.

• To change your charitable organization: Sign in to smile.amazon.com. Go to Your Account and select 
Your AmazonSmile, go to Change charity and select “Ormond Beach Middle School PTSA”.

PTSA Memberships 
Memberships are $5 each and help support our school and the Florida PTA. Memberships can be 
purchased online at obmsptsa.square.site.

Fence Banners 
Purchase a Fence Banner to advertise your business on our pick up line fence or in the OBMS gymnasium. 
The 3x6 banners are displayed for the 2020-2021 school year and cost $300. Please contact Cathy 
Chiumento at obmsbanner@gmail.com if you would like additional information. 

Connect with your OBMS PTSA
• Join REMIND by texting @obmspt to 81010

• Check us out on Facebook at
     “Ormond Beach Middle PTSA”

• Follow us on Instagram at “OBMS_PTSA”

• Read our article in PAW PRINTS (just as you
    are doing now!)

• Join us for our Board Meetings held the
    2nd Tuesday of each Month. Currently, our
    meetings are held virtually via Zoom at
    9:45a.m. Please email obmsptsa@gmail.com
    to receive meeting information.

• Be a part of our PTSA Team. Contact Tricia at obms@ptsa@gmail.com. 

Please contact us at obmsptsa@gmail.com if you would like any additional information, would like to volunteer, 
request forms or have comments/questions for our Board.

Thank you for your support!

The Ormond Beach Middle School PTSA Board

PrimeCareMD.org /primecaremd

http://www.ACertifiedScreen.com
http://www.primecaremd.org
http://www.riptidesrawbar.com
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1. GET AND STAY CONNECTED. Register and access our online parent access 

software, monitor your child’s progress on a weekly basis and communicate 
with your child’s teachers if you have questions, concerns, or if you’d like 
to request additional information regarding resources that may help your 
child master course standards. Be aware of what’s happening in your 
student’s school life and TALK ABOUT IT. Your interest and involvement has 
a tremendous effect on your student’s performance and attitude at school. 

2. ESTABLISH A SOLID HOME STUDY ROUTINE. Encouraging and supporting 
this vital activity will improve your student’s attitude and performance at 
school and instill a work ethic that endures for a lifetime. SET A SCHEDULE. 
Establish a regular timeslot for this important daily activity. Seek your child’s 
agreement and commitment to reserve this time each day for homework 
and study. Encourage this discipline. CREATE THE ENVIRONMENT. Students 
can be easily distracted. Teach them to create an atmosphere conducive 
for concentration. Minimizing social media access, loud music, and other 
detractors will improve effectiveness and retention. Having a defined study 
area works with some students but not all. The most important factor is 
the discipline of doing it every day. OBSERVE AND ENGAGE. Psychologists 
suggest that it takes three weeks to break or establish a habit. Commit 
three weeks to assisting with your student’s daily routine. Make good 
homework practices a habit for both of you. 

3. MAKE DAILY ATTENDANCE THE EXPECTATION. Very few things have as 
much negative effect on academic performance as poor attendance. Be 
clear in your attitude towards attending school every day. In the working 
world, attendance is equated with dependability. 

4. ENCOURAGE EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITY. Involvement in any of our 
many clubs, sports, and arts programs improves academic performance, 
attendance, and discipline issues. We have something for everyone. 
Participation in these activities enhances school life and looks good on career 
and college applications. Also, help your child plan and execute community 
service, which is a requirement for earning Bright Futures scholarship money.

5. HELP YOUR STUDENT PLAN FOR POST-GRADUATION. Talk to your student 
about career interests and passions. Several online career questionnaires 
are available such as http://www.careeroutlook.us/assessment/short.
shtml that may help. Assist with a search for colleges or technical training 
programs that will prepare them for a career that interests them. Learn 
the entrance requirements and costs associated with attending those 
colleges or programs. Help your child establish a career goal then plan 
backward for how to achieve that goal. Share what your hopes and 
dreams were when you were in high school and suggest family members 
and friends that they can talk to for insight and guidance. They should 
be asking questions about career opportunities but may not know the 
right questions to ask. Our guidance counselors can help. No matter what 
they dream of doing after graduation, planning for the next step is a wise 
choice. Post high school education contributes to a better quality of life. 
But whether or not they go on to a college, university, career or technical 
school, the information and skills they learn in high school will always 
be important in the working world. Everyone, in every kind of job, needs 
to be able to write and speak clearly, listen carefully, understand what is 
written and spoken, and use math effectively. 

FIVE “MUST DO’S” FOR PARENTS TO ASSURE
SUCCESS IN MIDDLE SCHOOL


