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HOMECOMING FESTIVITIES
The Homecoming King and Queen were crowned at the Homecoming Game on October 8, 2021, where the
Bobcats defeated Bayshore with a final score of 16-30.
Congratulations to all the Homecoming Court members!
•

NORTH PORT
HIGH SCHOOL

•
•
•

Representing the senior class: Homecoming King Dylan Almeyda, Ethan Boor, London Buckley,
Homecoming Queen Beatriz De Melo, Mia Haynes, Caleb Kiesel, Laci Nottingham, Audrey Popovich,
Jarrell Shindel, Joel Thame

Representing the junior class: Jeremiah Laguerre and Jaylynn Shindel
Representing the sophomore class: Kylie Dolan and Cayden Thomas
Representing the freshman class: Kiley Dorsey and Brady Donlan

Administration
Mrs. Shannon Fusco
Principal
Mr. Merlin Schenk
APC, Grade 12

2021 Homecoming King Dylan
Almeyda and Homecoming Queen
Beatriz De Melo celebrate with last
year’s royalty, Asia Blaszak (Class
of 2021) and Logan King (Class
of 2021). Photo by Cady Studios.
Homecoming Photos may be
ordered online at www.cady.com.

Mrs. Julie King
APA, Grade 12
Mr. Ron Corso
Grades 9-11
Dr. Agnes Pelopida
Grades 9-11
Mrs. Linda Copeland
Grades 9-11

Coach Curt Allen joined Alexis
Francavilla (Class of 2018) Ibsen
Marcial (Class of 2015) Logan
Hoggarth (Class of 2012) and
Lawrence Luncan (Class of 2004)
as inductees into the North Port
High School Athletic Hall of Fame.
Inductees were honored before the
Homecoming Game on October
8, 2021. Photo by Cady Studios.
Homecoming Photos may be
ordered online at www.cady.com.

MISSION STATEMENT: North Port High School will inspire tomorrow's leaders by providing rigorous
instruction, maintaining a safe and respectful environment and developing socially
responsible individuals in their community and beyond.
SCHOOL WEBSITE:

http://northporthighschool.net
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AFTER SCHOOL TUTORING
SEMESTER 1: SAT & ACT
REGISTRATION + TEST
DATES from Mrs. Jenna Thiel,

Education Foundation/
Student Success
Center

November 4	��������������Deadline to register for
December 4 SAT
November 5 	��������������������Deadline to register for
December 11 ACT
November 6 	��������������������SAT Testing at NPHS
December 4 	��������������������SAT Testing at NPHS
December 11	��������������������ACT Testing at NPHS

GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT
INFORMATION from Mr. Lee
Thomas, Guidance
Department Chair & Senior
Counselor

Mrs. Grissell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9-11 A-D
Ms. McDougall. . . . . . . . . . . . 9-11 E-K
Ms. McKeith. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9-11 L-Q
Ms. Rutherford. . . . . . . . . . . . 9-11 R-Z
Mrs. McKay. . . . . . . . . . . . . . AICE 9-11 A-L
Ms. Kayser. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . AICE 9-11 M-Z
Mrs. Thomas. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Seniors A-L
Mr. Thomas. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Seniors M-Z

MIDTERM EXAM SCHEDULE
Midterm Exams for all classes begin on Friday, December 17. Midterm Exams are a significant portion of the
semester grade. All students are expected to be in attendance. Any questions should be directed to NPHS
administration. Note that December 21 and 22 are half-day bell schedule. Buses will run at 11am on those days.
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OUT OF FIELD
TEACHER
INFORMATION

from NPHS
representative Mr.
Merlin Schenk, APC

The following teachers are listed as
“out-of-field” for the 2021-2022
School Year. See State Board Rule
6A-1.0503 Definition of Qualified
Instructional Personnel for specific
authority.
Jimmy Barker: ESL
Eric Barnes: ESL
Garon Belser: Health K-12, ESL
Jody Chelette: ESL
Dawn Contin: ELA 6-12
Luke Davis: ESL
Matt Egloff: ESL
Nick Hamer: Health
Julianne Havard: Physics 6-12
Earl Iler: ESL
Nichole Kennedy: ESL
Ann Lane Hawk: ESL
Chelsea Lowy: ESL
David Mannino: ESL
Michelle McKelvy: ESL

NEWS FROM YEARBOOK STAFF from
Ms. Lord, Journalism advisor

2022 Yearbooks may be pre-ordered online at www.
yearbookforever.com. As the price increases throughout the
year, this is your best time to buy; there are special options
available only in the fall, too. Books will be delivered at senior
barbeque for seniors first, then all other grades will be able to
pick up during their lunch period.

‘Bobcat Pride’
October 2021 • Issue # 1
Published Four Times Per Year
Sarasota County District Schools
1960 Landings Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34231

Senior Advertising and Business Advertising for the
2022 Yearbook may also be purchased online at www.
yearbookforever.com through December 1. Please submit
images online or deliver to the NPHS front desk after your
ad is ordered, to Ms. Lord’s attention.
A special thank you to Leny Ocasio (’22) for his efforts collecting
the content for this newsletter, and to journalism staff members
and guest writers for contributing their work!

ATHLETES COMPETE AT STATE LEVEL
News courtesy of Coach Eugene Hill
(Wrestling)

Sean-Michael Gonzalez won the
130lb weight class going 7-0 and
Dominic Joyce placed as an AllAmerican going 5-2. Sean-Michael
defeated state champions from
Georgia and Tennessee and Dominic
Joyce defeated state champions
from Florida and Georgia.

KEISER
UNIVERSITY
SARASOTA
• Day, evening, and online classes
• Career placement assistance
for graduates
• Scholarship opportunities available

941.907.3900

KeiserUniversity.edu

NOW, ESPORTS

6151 Lake Osprey Drive, Sarasota, FL 34240

Keiser University is a private, not-for-profit university
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SENIOR JOEL THAME HONORED FOR HUMANITARIAN
EFFORTS Story by Lillian Kochenderfer (’22)

MRS. DEB HOGUE WINS
RIPPLE EFFECT AWARD

Senior Class President Joel Thame became a 20th Anniversary Anne Frank Humanitarian Award
Honoree. The award honors outstanding humanitarian efforts by teens of Sarasota County and
its neighboring counties. In 2001 Irene Weiss decided that people needed to start focusing on the
good that students do, not just the bad. So, the Anne Frank Humanitarian Award was born. Joel has
been an active member of the community and the school for all his high school career. Along with
being Senior Class President, Joel is an active member of Student Government (SGA), President
of National Honor Society, Former Vice President and State Vice President of Future Educators of
America, and Secretary of the Student Advisory Council (SAC). Joel is also an Activities Coordinator
with the Alliance Marching Band, along with a four-year member of the Alliance. Along with his
leadership positions, Joel has volunteered at Woodland Middle School to help with the band program,
along with volunteering with NHS.
When Joel got the news that he was a recipient of the award, he felt deeply honored. "I wanted my voice
heard,” explained Joel. “I wanted to expand my leadership skills and leave a lasting impact on North Port
High School. Truly I just wanted to spread my positivity and shine a light on a dull school.” He has certainly
done so, from helping set up homecoming to helping advocate for the senior class, Joel has always been able
to put his opinion into the mix. “Looking back, I would have told my freshmen self to do what makes you
content, and don’t worry about how other people are going to perceive you.”

20th Anniversary Anne
Frank Humanitarian Award
Honoree Joel Thame (Class
of 2022) walks across the
field as a member of the
Homecoming Court.

Interview with Mrs. Deb Hogue
by La’Niyah McLeod (’24)

What award did you receive?
The Ripple Effect Teacher Award
How did you feel when you received it?
	
I was really surprised; I wasn’t expecting
anything like that. They came in with cameras
and my kids were kind of surprised. They didn’t
know if the cameras were after them or what it
was exactly for.

Mrs. Hogue received the Ripple Effect Award for her
impact on students. Mrs. Stephanie Jones from the
Barancik Foundation came to NPHS to present the
award, along with representatives from the Sarasota
County School District. Photo by Mrs. Julie King.

Millennium Walk-In Centers
For all your urgent-care needs
School & Sports physicals
ONLY $35 each or $50 for both
941.888.0770
Reginald Pinder II, D.O.
Sports Medicine

MillenniumPhysician.com
13823 Tamiami Trail | North Port, FL
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SCHOOL ACTIVITIES, CLUBS, AND GROUPS Presented by
the Bobcat Nation News Team. Clubs Editor: Andrew Volp

The Bobcat Nation News Team is proud to announce our new online clubs page. We are
continually updating club information with details about meetings and activities. Students and
families can follow the coverage on our website here: https://nphsbobcats.net/2182/clubs/
clubs-and-groups/ and all Bobcat Nation News coverage can be found at http://nphsbobcats.
net. Watch the school’s Daily Video Announcements produced by Bobcat Nation News
students and stay up to date on school events.

CLUBS FEATURE: POETRY CLUB by Cheyenne Cotton (’24)
In the poetry club all members joined together in Ms. Kennedy’s room. It was club president
Joel Thame who did a brief introductory PowerPoint to welcome all old and new members.
There were treats at the front as a welcome for all members new and old. A member shared
a heartfelt poem about school. The first assignment they had was to draft a brief poem about
how school is so far. 10 minutes later... Silas shared an incredibly beautiful poem; they were
so brave to share. I am amazed by the safe environment poetry club held by members of
all diverse backgrounds coming together. Members felt safe enough to share their personal
stories. Poetry club is truly a magical environment. When others stared poems, everyone was
attentive and respectful to the ones talking instead of clapping they snapped. I did not ask
why, but snapping felt more natural to praise the speaker. Every moment was full of laughter
and happiness. I recommend joining poetry club if you have not already!
Poetry Club typically meets the first week of each month in Ms. Kennedy’s room 8-114.
Listen to the announcements for details.

CLUBS FEATURE:
FLORIDA FUTURE
EDUCATORS OF
AMERICA by Alexis
Jankowski (’22)

Florida Future Educators of America (FFEA)
is a club for students interested in the field
of education, or students who would like to
show appreciation to teachers and other staff
members. While the first two meetings have
already occurred, students are still welcome to
join the club if they are interested.
The club is hopeful to host another Kiddie
Care, like they have in previous years, where
the club watches teachers’ children on a
weekend and does fun activities with them, so
teachers can catch up on work, shop, etc. The
club additionally has a virtual conference right
around the corner on November 19th. At the
conference you can learn more about the field
of education and hear from teachers and staff
all over the state.

CLUBS FEATURE: ANIME CLUB by Izen Desilien (’22)
Anime Club contains many enthusiastic members and new ones join often. First, for members
to stay updated, Club Adviser Ms. Gabrielle Dugan has a sign up on Remind. Students must
also have a signed release form allowing them to watch the selected shows at school. Then, Ms.
Dugan started a debate session that is open and respectful, and you must follow these rules
or else they will move on to something else. She said, “you must let the speaker speak and not
interrupt.” Next, the debates were about MHA (My Hero Academia), and Naruto. Students
were extremely passionate about their opinions. It got quite noisy due to the passion, so the
Vice President of Anime Club, Dracen Cutler (’25), stood in front of the of the class and used
a special clap pattern to grab their attention.
There is going to be a cosplay day October 27th for the Anime Club, where they can dress as
their favorite character from anime. Some of the members were not in favor of the cosplay
day but they gave in and decided to plan it. Jomari Ingram (’23) said that “People join and
leave every week honestly.” In conclusion, the Anime Club is a very social, and friendly
place where they can discuss their opinions on different anime shows. The club meets each
Wednesday after school in Ms. Dugan’s room, 8-214.

GROUP FEATURE: NJROTC
by NJROTC Cadet PO2
Emilie Battle (’22)

Gaither High School hosted the first Academic
Brain Brawl competition of the 2021 season, in
all 23 different high schools were represented
by 32 teams for the competition. This was the
first live competition since COVID 19.
Gaither did a wonderful job hosting, ensuring
all sanitary and mask mandates rules were
followed. NPHS entered two teams in the
competition, Team 1 was led by Cadet Austin
Nottingham and Team 2 was led by Cadet
Kevyn Dufresne who took 1st place in the
Individual Brain Brawl All-Star competition
over 160 Cadets, bringing the first place
medal home to the Bobcats.
Team 1 members are Cadet Danny Gonzalez,
Cadet Nicoli Cimmino, Cadet Alexa Cortes
and Cadet Grant Knauer. Team 1 placed 4th of
the 32 teams competing in the first 3 rounds
of competition, falling short in the semi-final
round. The cadets had an awesome time
competing and gained lots of knowledge while
creating new relationships with cadets from all
over the state of Florida.
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Bobcat PRIDE HERO Points Menu
Redeem your points at the HERO Table on Fridays during all lunches
5 pts.

HERO
HERO is the NPHS Positive Behavior Intervention System or PBIS.
The Hero system available at http://access.heropowered.com tracks both
positive behaviors (which can be used for rewards when redeemed on Fridays
during lunch) and negative behaviors (mainly tardies). Set up your account
and download the BLUE Student HERO App to be able to redeem your
HERO points with Mrs. Popity on Fridays. Stay tuned for special seasonal
HERO rewards too. The HERO Points Menu and more information about
HERO may be found at http://nphsbobcats.net/2925/features/hero

10 pts.

20 pts.

40 pts.

How to set up your HERO account at
http://access.heropowered.com

80 pts.

You must enter your SCHOOL email address N#@student.sarasotacountyschools.net; this will be
your account username
After the new Hero (Student) user account is created, you will be brought to the “ADD Student”
screen and you can update your information:
1. Click on “Add Student”
2. Click “No” when it asks you if you have
an activation key
3. Input to following information
a) Enter student ID number (as used
in Hero; it must match) N and number
b) Enter student date of birth
(MM/DD/YYYY)
c) Enter student last name
d) Click “ADD STUDENT”

100 pts.

Example - N466570
Example - 09/13/2001
Example - Smith

Once your account is set up, GET THE
APP (the Blue one) from your phone’s
App store to be able to spend your
points on Fridays.

***SUPER
BONUS***
125 pts.
Once Monthly

Mini Candy
Pencil Accessories
1 Pen (blue/black ink)
Water Notebook
Chips Folder
Crackers Pack of paper
Fruit Snacks Pack of pencils OR Pens (blue/black
ink)
Soda Oreos
Orange Juice Mentos
Little Bites Pop Tart OR Cereal Bar
Markers Pack of Highlighters
Gatorade Gel Pens
***BONUS!***
•
Pass to the Front of the Lunch Line
•
Erase 1 Tardy (can be done only 1x per quarter )
•
1 Pass to Home Athletic Event
•
1 Pass to a PAC Theatre Play
North Port High T-shirt
***BONUS!***
•
“HERO of the WEEK” Parking in specially
designated spot in front of the school for 1
week. (Only one spot available.) See HERO
table at lunch for availability list and to sign up.
Pts forfeited at time of signup.
OR
•
“BEAT THE CROWD” Early dismissal for one
week. You will leave class 4 minutes early at
the end of the day. You may not leave campus
early. Teachers will be emailed weekly names.
(Limited to 5 per week.) See HERO table at
lunch for availability list. Pts forfeited at time
of signup.
Pizza with Mrs. Fusco last 30 mins of 8th period,
then dismissed during “BEAT THE CROWD.”
(Limited to 4 students at this time.)
You are responsible for any missed work.
See HERO table for availability/sign up.

Your Only Street Legal Authorized Dealer!
“A Breed Above the Rest”

941-698-1010
tgcarts.com

3301 Placida Road (S.R. 775) • Englewood, FL 34224

|

Family Owned In Englewood, Florida Since 1997
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2022 SEASON OF
THE STARS

Presented by
the North Port
Performing Arts
Center at North
Port High School

2022 Shows Include:
•

The Everly Set: Wednesday
January 19th 2022 @ 7:00pm

•

Herb Alpert & Tijuana Brass
Tribute: Wednesday January
26th 2022 @ 7:00pm

•

Tribute to Whitney: Monday
February 7th 2022 @ 7:00pm

•

Best of Broadway: Wednesday
February 23rd 2022 @
7:00pm

SENIORS, GRADUATION IS
JUST AROUND THE
CORNER! from Mrs.

Sheilah Thomas, Senior
Class Advisor, room 4-113

Jostens will be on campus during all lunches
on December 2 taking orders for cap and
gown in person. You can also order online.
Scan the QR code or go to www.jostens.com.
All seniors must have a Cap & Gown package to
participate in Graduation on May 19, 2022. If you
are using a Cap & Gown from a previous graduate,
make sure it is the navy gown with the NPHS
Logo on the chest. You must still purchase a tassel,
medallion, and diploma cover. Call Jostens to order
this package: 1-800-854-7464.

•

America The Beautiful: A
Musical Tribute: Tuesday
March 8th 2022 @ 7:00pm

Grad Bash at Universal
Studios is scheduled for
April 1. Watch the daily
school announcements for
information about tickets
once they become available.

•

Caribbean Chillers Tribute to
Jimmy Buffet: Wednesday
March 30th 2022 @ 7:00pm

Senior Barbeque has been
moved to Tuesday, May 10 after school. Seniors
should mark their calendars and request off work.

ASSOCIATE
BACHELOR’S
CERTIFICATES

TUITION IS 50% LESS
THAN THE COST OF UNIVERSITY

APPLY TODAY!
SCF.edu

EARLY
COLLEGE
—

Dual Enrollment
Earn tuition-free college
credit while in high school.

BRADENTON • VENICE • LAKEWOOD RANCH • ONLINE

SCF.edu/EarlyCollege

State College of Florida, Manatee-Sarasota is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges to award associate and baccalaureate degrees. Contact the Commission on Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, GA
30033-4097 or call 404-679-4500 for questions about the accreditation of State College of Florida, Manatee-Sarasota. State College of Florida, Manatee-Sarasota does not discriminate on the basis of sex, pregnancy, race, religion, age, national origin/ethnicity,
color, marital status, disability, genetic information or sexual orientation in any of its educational programs, services and activities, including admission and employment. Direct inquiries regarding nondiscrimination policies to: Equity Officer, 941-752-5323, 5840
26th St. W., Bradenton, FL 34207.
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North Port, FL 34291
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