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NPHS UPCOMING CALENDAR
Tuesday March 30: ACT Testing for all juniors plus seniors needing concordant score
Wednesday March 31: AICE Rising Freshmen Parent Information Night @ 6pm in the PAC

Thursday April 1: NPHS Visual Art Showcase
Monday April 5: AICE Senior Parent Night @ 6pm in the PAC

Tuesday April 6 or Wednesday April 7: FSA ELA Writing Test for Grade 9
Tuesday April 13 or Wednesday April 14: FSA ELA Writing Test for Grade 10

Thursday April 15: Junior Parent Night @ 6pm in the PAC
Friday April 23: Dance Department Spring Concert
Monday April 26: First day of AICE testing. See www.northportAICE.com for all dates

Monday May 10 and Tuesday May 11: FSA ELA Reading Test for Grade 9
Wednesday May 12 and Thursday May 13: FSA ELA Reading Test for Grade 10

Monday May 17 or Tuesday May 18: NGSSS Biology EOC Exam
Wednesday May 19 or Thursday May 20: NGSSS US History Exam

Monday May 24 and Tuesday May 25: FSA Geometry Test
Thursday May 26 and Friday May 27: FSA Algebra 1 Test

Friday May 27: Senior Awards Night

SEMESTER 2 FINAL EXAM SCHEDULE

Monday May 24
Begin Senior
Exam Week

Tuesday May 25
Senior Exams
Period 5 or 6

Wednesday May 26
Senior Exams 

Period 2 and 4/5

Thursday May 27
Senior Exams 
Period 1 and 7

Friday May 28
Senior Exams 
Period 3 and 8

Monday May 31
No School – 

Memorial Day

Tuesday June 1
Senior Exam 

Makeups

Wednesday June 2
Graduation Practice 

(AM)

Thursday June 3
Graduation

(PM)

Friday June 4

Monday June 7
Exams Period

5 or 6
Grade 9-11

Tuesday June 8
Exams Period

2 and 4/5
Grade 9-11

Wednesday June 9
Exams Period

1 and 7 (1/2 day)
Grade 9-11

Thursday June 10
Exams Period

3 and 8 (1/2 day)
Grade 9-11

Friday June 11
Exam Makeups

Grade 9-11

SCHOOL PROGRAM WEBSITES
• AICE Program: http://www.northportAICE.com
• School Newspaper and Daily School News: http://nphsbobcats.net

• Visual & Performing Arts Academy: https://northportvpa.org

B O B C A T
P R I D E

MISSION STATEMENT:     North Port High School will inspire tomorrow's leaders by providing rigorous 
instruction, maintaining a safe and respectful environment and developing socially 
responsible individuals in their community and beyond.

SCHOOL WEBSITE:      http://northporthighschool.net

NORTH PORT
HIGH SCHOOL

Administration
Brandon Johnson

Principal
Shannon Fusco, APC, 

grade 12
Zoltan Kerestely, APA, 

grade 12
Dr. Agnes Pelopida, AP 

(A-Gi) grades 9-11
Julie King, AP (Gr-O) 

grades 9-11
Ron Corso, AP (P-Z) 

grades 9-11

6400 West Price Blvd. North Port, FL 34291  |  Ph: 941-423-8558  |  Fx: 941-480 -3199
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http://www.northportAICE.com
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PRINCIPAL BRANDON JOHNSON TO STEP INTO NEW ROLE ON JULY 1
Interview by Amaleigh Gilfert, Legend Yearbook Editor-in-Chief (Class of 2021)

North Port High School’s current principal, Mr. 
Brandon Johnson, has been selected to fill the role of 

Executive Director of Elementary Education for the 
entire Sarasota County School district. He will finish 
out the 2020-2021 school year at NPHS and begin 

his new role during the summer. The school district has 
already begun looking for a new principal that will suit 

North Port High School. On Tuesday, February 23, 
school employees, parents, and community members 
were invited to a Site Search meeting, as the school district 
requests input about what the ideal principal candidate 

would be. Legend Yearbook Editor-in-Chief Amaleigh 
Gilfert interviewed Mr. Johnson over Zoom in February.
Q: What has your experience at North Port High School 
been like?
A: It has been 5 wonderful years. The last year and a half 
has been different because of COVID. We would like you 
guys on remote to continue to work hard. It’s still nice to 
see people smile. I think we have changed academically, 
speaking of the VPA program, with being one of the largest 
AICE schools, and emotionally with our HERO and PBIS 
programs. We put things in place; hopefully when I leave it 
will be a better place.
Q: What is the most memorable thing that has happened 
at NPHS for you?
A: It’s a couple things. When I think about the question and 
see what is the first thing that pops in my head, you know 
what it was? It was at the pep rally when everyone found out 
that my wife was pregnant, and we had a little contest where 
we had to dress up and put a diaper on a baby doll, which was 
a lot of fun. At that same time, they gave my child a North 
Port High School onesie-- two of them made for Bobcats, 
so that was the first North Port High School onesie he ever 
received. The second thing was that technically we did not 
get an A school grade at the end of last year because of 
everything, but the prior year, of course, remember we 
became an A school. I remember telling you guys in some 
of the pep rallies and advisory meetings that all your hard 
work was another memorable moment. I remember the call 
we got when we became an A school.

Q: Can you describe what it means to be a principal and 
why do you enjoy it?
A: To be a principal, let me be clear, of a school that has 
2,400 kids; 220 employees; 2,400 families as well as 
community: you feel that you have a responsibility 
to everyone. You really do, day in and day out; how 
I carry myself and the job I do to make sure you guys 
are getting everything you need. I think unless you have 
done the job, you will never understand that there is a 
lot of responsibility that comes with it, of making sure 
everyone is okay. At the same time, you have to make 
sure you’re holding people accountable. It is also taking 
care of teachers, making sure they are giving you guys 
a good education, and making sure if there is anything 
you guys need, I am there for it. As far as why I enjoy it, 
I am one of those people who enjoys the responsibility. I 
enjoy knowing that some of the people I meet hopefully 
will make sure that everyone has a better life in the 
future. I enjoy graduation, it’s the culminating activity. 
Before I got here, I had not experienced it because I was 
at elementary. It was one of those moments I will still 
never forget. Every single graduation, even not having 
one last year, is just that moment you realize everyone 
has worked so hard, you’re walking out and the smiles on 
seniors’ faces are unforgettable. You can just see it. I did. 
So that is the reason why, not only do I enjoy being a 
principal, but also enjoy high school.
Q: Where do you see NPHS going from here?
A: Hopefully whoever steps into my shoes will be a little 
more creative, will ensure that you guys are getting a 
high-quality education, will continue to have an emphasis 
and focus hopefully not just on academics but also sports, 
and with the students’ social and emotional needs. To 
be honest, just take what I put in place along with my 
Assistant Principals and wonderful teachers and students 
and just do a better job than I have done. I try my best. 
Hopefully I have done a good job, that whoever takes 
over sees whatever I did not do well, that they just do a 
better job and get more opportunities for our students, 
not only here but also in the community.

Q: What is something you learned 
that you did not know until you 
got here?
A: I did not know that even at the 
end of the day and on weekends, 
I would still be worried about my 
students. I worked in elementary, 
so when those students get on the 
bus or with their parents everything 
shuts down. In high school, it does 
not matter if it is the evenings or 
weekends, I still worry about my 
students. I do not want to get a call 
about something happening, but in 
reality, I realize that it is part of my 
job to care about you guys and that 
never shuts down. I did not know 
that before I took the job. I thought 
I did, but I did not know to what 
extent that it does not shut down. 
24/7 I am a principal.
Q: Can you tell me about your new 
role?
A: I will be the executive director 
of elementary education. I will be 
in charge of all the elementary 
schools, all the principals that run 
elementary school, so on and so 
forth. I am responsible for making 
sure all the elementary students get 
quality education and that assistant 
principals and principals are doing 
their job well, and come up with 
innovative ways for elementary 
schools to make them even better. I 
go from a role in one school which is 
a high school, to now being in charge 
of all 23 elementary schools.
Thank you, Mr. Johnson, for five 
great years! Good luck!

KEISER UNIVERSITY SARASOTA
Day, evening, and online classes

One class at a time
Career placement assistance for graduates

Scholarship opportunities available 
Degree programs and delivery format vary by campus

6151 Lake Osprey Drive, Sarasota, FL 34240

941.907.3900
KeiserUniversity.edu

  Associate  I  Bachelor’s I  Master’s    Doctoral I  

Keiser University is a private, not-for-profit university #ConsiderMore

FIND YOUR CALLING AT KEISER UNIVERSITY

NOW, ESPORTS

http://KeiserUniversity.edu
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ART CENTER SARASOTA
Two NPHS Art Students had art featured at the recent 
“Black Muse” show at Art Center Sarasota. The show 
ran from January 28 to March 5, and featured Floridian 
artists of African descent. Senior Marcus Drummond, 
of Jamaican heritage, and Freshman Brenda Smith, of 
Ugandan heritage, both had work featured in the show.

Evan Bertis-Sample received a first place and 
a second place award as well as the American 
Visionary Art Award in this year’s Scholastic 
Art Awards, and will represent NPHS at the 

national awards.

SUPERIOR RATINGS IN SOLO & 
ENSEMBLE ASSESSMENT
On Friday, February 5, music students participated in 
the Florida Bandmaster’s Association District 11 Solo and 
Ensemble Music Performance Assessment. Five students 
competed, and all five students earned a Superior Rating, 
which qualifies them for State competition. Good luck!
• Hanna Borntreger – Grade 10, Clarinet
• Camilla Filmanowicz – Grade 12, Clarinet
• Alex Masucci – Grade 9, Tuba
• Sophia Singh – Grade 9, French Horn
• Bianca Vidal – Grade 11, Trumpet

Natalie Burdett received a first place and a 
second place award in this year’s Scholastic 
Art Awards, and will represent NPHS at the 

national awards. In addition, Samantha Boone-
Sanchez, Emilia Sulewski, Sophia Wasilewski, 

and Amber Jones also received awards.

ACADEMIC NEWS
From Assistant Principal Mrs. Julie King
Congratulations to our 216 students who earned a 4.0 
second quarter this year. We honored these students 
for their outstanding with a delicious breakfast prepared 
by our Culinary Department on Friday, March 5, 2021. 
Each student who earned a 4.0 for second quarter will 
also receive a certificate. We are proud of their efforts!
We are now tutoring students throughout every period 
of the day during an elective class either once or twice a 
week in small groups. Let any administrator know of the 
need and we will get your student on the list.
We also have tutoring after school Monday through 
Thursday from 2:30 to 3:30 in the media center, 
available both face to face and remotely as well.
We additionally have tutoring specifically for English 
and Science based on staff recommendations, Monday 
through Friday during the core course the student is 
struggling in, or during an elective. Let the specific 
subject-area teacher know of your concerns and interest.

http://tommys-express.com
http://GulfCoastMedicalGroup.com
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Directed by Ms. Dena Henderson
Presented by the North Port Theatre Department

March 26 and 27 at 7pm, March 28 at 3pm
Adult Tickets $12,

Student Tickets $5,
6 & under free.

Masks and social distancing are required.

GUYS & DOLLS KINDNESS DAY
A mix of staff members and students hold up 
the sign “Kindness Matters.” February 17 was 
Random Acts of Kindness day, multiple staff 
and students have signed the banner pledging 
to be #Friendly, #Positive, #Fair, #Patient, 
#Kind, #Respectful, #Helpful, #Nice, # 
Encouraging, and #Polite. Staff members, 
Dr. Augusta Obi, Ms. Kisha Sims, and 
students Amber Turfler, Allison Beasons, and 
Parker Sheffield all participated by wearing 
Kindness Matters shirts.

RANDOM ACTS OF 
KINDNESS DAY |   February 17, 2021
Story by Machai Kelly (Class of 2022) and Tatiana 
Harker-Barnes (Class of 2024)
February 17th marks the date of Random 
Acts of Kindness! This day is celebrated by 
encouraging others to be positive, involved, 
to lend a helping hand when needed, be kind, 
and understanding. A few different ways to 
show kindness is by complimenting others, 
respect other people’s differences, and most 
importantly, to treat others the way you want 
to be treated. On Random Acts of Kindness 
Day, staff members at NPHS participated 
by creating a kindness poster for students to 
leave nice and encouraging messages around 
campus to other students and staff. Another 
way NPHS was involved with kindness day was 
by creating a signable banner pledging to be 
overall a positive influence on your community!

Kindness Day 2021 was recognized on February 
17. Here are 12 different ways to show kindness 
all year long:
1. Treat others the way you want to be treated.
2. Send others a handwritten note of thanks.
3. Give compliments.
4. Respect other people’s differences
5. Listen and pay attention to when someone is 

talking to you.
6. Six apologize when necessary by saying I'm sorry.
7. Show empathy to others.
8. Run an errand for someone.
9. Help people who are in need.
10. Give up your seat for someone in need.
11. Encourage people with your words and actions 

instead of putting them down.
12. Smile and remember you will never regret being 

kind.

Your Connection to a Healthier Life

http://suncoast.edu
http://allinchs.com


5

JUNIOR CLASS 
CHECKLIST
Tasks For Juniors Spring Checklist 
from Mrs. Jenna Thiel (jenna.thiel@
sarasotacountyschools.net)
• Maintain second semester grades
• Take SAT and/or ACT
• Continue Community Service Hours 

for Bright Futures
• Keep your NAVIANCE up to date
• Attend SSC Workshops
• Start planning on launchyourplan.com
• Plan college visits
• Attend Junior Night

2021 LEGEND YEARBOOK
The NPHS Legend Yearbook is on sale now. 
Journalism students have been working hard all 
year to include as many students and events as 
possible. In a year full of challenges, the yearbook 
is full of memories. Don’t miss out! Use the 
Coupon Code Spring to save $10 when you 
order a 2021 Legend Yearbook online at www.
yearbookforever.com.

TUTORING FLYER
Tutoring is available for all students both remote and in-person, Monday through Thursday. Remote 
tutoring links and details are available on the “After School Tutoring” Blackboard class. In-person tutoring is 
conducted in the Media Center. Some teachers give extra credit for tutoring attendance! Check with your 
individual subject area teachers for more details.

TSA STATE COMPETITION RESULTS from the Week of February 22
From TSA Advisor Mr. Ken Jakoby

Biotechnology Design
Jaysen Anderson, Jaiden Barrett, Scarlet 
Schaffner, Erica Schmitt, Macy Thull, Ethan 
Youmans

Finalist Top 10

Chapter Team Evan Bertis-Sample, Tracy Liu, Isabel Paynter, 
Malainey Potts, Scarlett Schaffner, Erica Schmitt Finalist Top 10

CAD Engineering Evan Bertis-Sample, David Franco Evan, Finalist Top 10

Engineering Design Carrigan Allison, Evan Bertis Sample, Emily Dore, 
Tracy Liu, Paige McKay Finalist Top 10

Essays on Technology Malainey Potts Finalist Top 10
Photographic Technology Scarlett Schaffner Finalist Top 10
Scientific Visualization Ethan Youmans, Sam Behr Finalist Top 10

Video Game Design Jaysen Anderson, Evan Bertis-Sample, Daniel 
Franco, David Franco, Isabel Paynter Finalist Top 10

IT Fundamentals Isabel Paynter, Malainey Potts, Joseph Novielli All three made 
Finalist Top 10

mailto:jenna.thiel@sarasotacountyschools.net
mailto:jenna.thiel@sarasotacountyschools.net
launchyourplan.com
http://www.yearbookforever.com
www.yearbookforever.com
www.yearbookforever.com
http://www.crossbite.com
http://thinkingcenter.com
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BOYS VARSITY SOCCER TEAM
The Boys’ Varsity Soccer team finished their season on Saturday February 

20, when they hosted Palmetto Ridge in the Regional Semifinal game. 
The game ended with a 1-1 tie, and after two overtimes the boys lost 5-4 in 

penalty kicks. This ended a strong season for the team, and marked the end 
of high school careers for twelve seniors on the varsity team. Coach Joey 

Sorbino led the team to a 10-8-3 record on the season.

CO-ED WRESTLING TEAM
The 3A Region 2 Wrestling Competition was held February 26 and 27 for boys. 
Wrestlers Canon LoCastro, Gannon Wertz, Quinn White, Vincent Donatelle, 
Dominic Joyce, Rugiero Rampersad, Ronnie Elkhatib, Isaiah Thompson, and Chi 
Haywood made it to Regional competition. In Regional competition, Dominic 
Joyce took 1st Place at 170lbs, Quinn White took 2nd Place at 145lbs, Gannon 
Wertz took 3rd place at 138lbs, and Vincent Donatelle took 3rd place at 160lbs, 
earning them a path to States. In ladies’ competition, Hope Eastes placed 6th 
at the state level and Paige Baker was one match from placing at the state level. 
Congratulations to the athletes, Coach Eugene Hill and Coach Channin Williams.

GIRLS VARSITY SOCCER TEAM
The Girls’ Varsity Soccer team won the District 
Championship at Venice on February 8. The girls continued 
in competition through Regionals, ending their season with 
a tough loss to Venice on Friday, February 19. Coach Hans 
Duque’s team, led by seven seniors, ended the season with 
a 12-6-2 record including no losses at home.

BRADENTON • VENICE • LAKEWOOD RANCH • ONLINE

ASSOCIATE

BACHELOR’S

CERTIFICATES

APPLY TODAY! 
SCF.edu

State College of Florida, Manatee-Sarasota is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges to award associate and baccalaureate degrees. Contact the Commission on Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, GA
30033-4097 or call 404-679-4500 for questions about the accreditation of State College of Florida, Manatee-Sarasota. State College of Florida, Manatee-Sarasota does not discriminate on the basis of sex, pregnancy, race, religion, age, national origin/ethnicity,
color, marital status, disability, genetic information or sexual orientation in any of its educational programs, services and activities, including admission and employment. Direct inquiries regarding nondiscrimination policies to: Equity Officer, 941-752-5323, 5840
26th St. W., Bradenton, FL 34207.

Earn tuition-free college 
credit while in high school.

SCF.edu/EarlyCollege

EARLY 
COLLEGE

Dual Enrollment

TUITION IS 50% LESS
THAN THE COST OF UNIVERSITY

—

http://www.scf.edu
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PARENT PORTAL
All parents should have a Family Access 
Portal account, separate from students’ 
individual accounts. Follow the instructions 
to sign up. You can also update some contact 
information through your portal account, such 
as your email address. Having a current email 
address on your Family Access Portal account 
ensures you receive important information from 
the school and your student’s teachers.

GIRLS WEIGHTLIFTING
Nine ladies qualified for state competition in weightlifting, where they placed third overall as 
a team. Madison Atwood took home a gold medal and a state champion at 169, and Tristain 
Atwood took second place at 154. Aubrey Jarvis, KC Wilburn, Shantay Reid, and Kayleigh 
Soler also medaled at states. The girls took the 
County, District, and Regional Championships. 
Congratulations to seniors Emalee West and 
Genesis Riquelme on great careers.

EMBRACING OUR DIFFERENCES DOCENTING
By Nick Wiesner (Class of 2023)
The Coexistence Club along with the Best Buddies Club is collaborating to provide virtual docent services 
for the Embracing Our Differences exhibit. The in-person exhibit is on display at Bayfront Park in Sarasota 
through April 1. The virtual exhibit is available online at www.embracingourdifferences.org.
Embracing Our Differences is creating a world that embraces diversity, respects differences, and actively 
rejects hatred and prejudice. The art exhibit is using art so that people can share their experiences with the 
world and the community. Club sponsor Mr. David Mannino says that the main goal of Coexistence is to 
spread positivity, while doing things that are good for everyone, while making new friends, too.
The Coexistence Club and Best Buddies Club are sponsored by Mrs. Kathryn Berrios, Mrs. Jamie Chavarria, 
along with Mr. David Mannino. The teachers recently received a grant from State Farm to continue their 
work with including diverse students in great enrichment programs such as Embracing Our Differences.
Mrs. Kathryn Berrios says of the Embracing Our Differences program, “We decided to create this event 
to be able the celebrate the annual Embracing Our Differences art show. This year it's an all-virtual exhibit 
because of Covid-19 we can't take any field trips in person. We have trained our students to be docents 
to take other students, sometimes across the country, on the virtual field trip, our docents also include 
students of the special needs population because part of our club goals for our Coexistence Club is to be 
more inclusive in our school.”

3301 Placida Road (S.R. 775) • Englewood, FL 34224     |     Family Owned In Englewood, Florida Since 1997

941-698-1010
tgcarts.com

“A Breed Above the Rest”

Your Only Street Legal Authorized Dealer!

www.embracingourdifferences.org
http://www.caraoverbeck.com
http://BatesFlags.com
http://www.tgcarts.com/
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MENTAL HEALTH 
SERVICES from Sarasota 

County Schools
By Mondy Augustin (Class of 2023)

Mental health is a part of individuals’ 
everyday lives and is essential to our 

survival. The state of people’s mental health 
determines if we are motivated to do certain 
things or not. Mental health also affects how 

individuals look at certain things and ideas. 
It is especially important for people to keep 

their mental health in tip top shape because it 
affects everything they do.

The Sarasota County Schools website (www.
sarasotacountyschools.net) has information 

on mental health issues ranging from bullying, 
bullying prevention, elementary school safety, 
mental health tips, mental health tips for parents, 
departmental contacts, suicide prevention tips and 
resources to school counselors and psychologists. 
Also on the website, there are contacts of county 
social workers.
There are also advisory lessons that are taught 
to students during certain periods. They go over 
different mental health illnesses and other topics 
that are requisite to a high school student’s personal 
knowledge. Some students perceive the advisory 

lessons as irrelevant to what they believe in when 
it comes to mental health. They may think that 
the videos don’t truly showcase all of the effects 
of mental health in one’s life, but we need to share 
awareness with all students. By improving these 
videos and lessons, students will find getting help 
and sharing their experiences easier for them. 
Students participated in the “Prevention of Self-
Help and Suicide” lesson during the advisory period 
on February 18. “Supporting Someone with a 
Mental Health Disorder” is scheduled for March 25, 
and “Awareness of Resources and the Process for 
Accessing Treatment” is scheduled for April 15.
It is especially important for schools in Sarasota 
County schools to have mental health services within 
their campuses. Students may not feel comfortable 
with things going on at home, in school, or online. 
It is helpful to those students who are struggling 
in their current situations, and it can help future 
students who end up in those situations.

Mental Health Resources
• Crisis Text Line: Text Here4U to 741741  

to connect with a trained Crisis Counselor
• National Suicide Prevention Hotline:  

1-800-273-TALK
• Make an appointment with your   

Guidance Counselor
• Ask any trusted adult at school

NPHS COUNSELORS
Students may email their counselors directly, or 
make a virtual appointment using the youcanbook 
app. Please schedule appointments during elective 
classes or lunch period, not during core classes. 
These appointments are valid for remote and on-
campus students.
Jennica Thomas (Seniors A-L)
jennica.thomas@sarasotacountyschools.net
https://jennicathomas.youcanbook.me

Lee Thomas (Seniors M-Z)
lee.thomas@sarasotacountyschools.net
https://leethomas.youcanbook.me

Joanna Peirce (9-11 A-Gi)
joanna.peirce@sarasotacountyschools.net
https://joannapeirce.youcanbook.me/

Brittany McKeith (9-11 Gl-O)
brittany.mckeith@sarasotacountyschools.net
https://brittanymckeith.youcanbook.me

Jessica Rutherford (9-11 P-Z)
jessica.rutherford@sarasotacountyschools.net
https://jessicarutherford.youcanbook.me

Christine McKay (9-11 AICE)
christine.mckay@sarasotacountyschools.net
https://christinemckay.youcanbook.me

www.sarasotacountyschools.net
www.sarasotacountyschools.net
mailto:jennica.thomas@sarasotacountyschools.net
https://jennicathomas.youcanbook.me
mailto:lee.thomas@sarasotacountyschools.net
https://leethomas.youcanbook.me
mailto:joanna.peirce@sarasotacountyschools.net
https://joannapeirce.youcanbook.me
mailto:brittany.mckeith@sarasotacountyschools.net
https://brittanymckeith.youcanbook.me
mailto:jessica.rutherford@sarasotacountyschools.net
https://jessicarutherford.youcanbook.me
mailto:christine.mckay@sarasotacountyschools.net
https://christinemckay.youcanbook.me

