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Mariners,

I hope you and your family’s holiday season brought 
times of joy and peace to your homes. So many of 
us are still attempting recover from the effects of 
Ian that the break from the recovery process was 
much needed. Let’s all look forward to a better 
year in 2023.

At Murdock Middle School the start of 2023 and our 
second semester is bringing plans for significant 
changes on our campus. As many of you know our 
school is aging. The plaque on the front of our 
building says the school was officially established in 
1988 making the campus 35 years old. Over the past 
five years the district has repeatedly had to make 
repairs to our classroom lighting, update technology 
and most importantly keep a deteriorating air 
conditioning system functioning. The good news is 
our School Board and the District have committed 
to funding these much needed improvements. 
Over the next eighteen to twenty-four months our 
campus will be undergoing a significant renovation.

The renovation plan details the replacement of the 
A/C in our classrooms. It also includes all new and 
improved lighting, new ceilings, new smartboard 
technology, whiteboards, bulletin boards, and a 
fresh coat of paint with the addition of an accent 
wall- our Mariner Blue. As you can imagine, all of 
this signals the start of a major project. The first 
phase of construction/repairs and installation is set 
to begin sometime this spring.

...continues on next page
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Each phase of construction will make the above repairs and upgrades to five classrooms 
at a time. We will close five rooms and move teachers and students to another part of 
our campus. Thankfully by doing it this way we will not need to use mobile/portable 
units. To minimize the number of moves occurring while students are on campus, we 
made changes in room assignments required during Phase One, over the holiday break. 
Once Phase One is complete, students and teachers will move into the five completed 
classrooms. The next five classrooms will then be emptied and construction started on 
them. This pattern will continue until all the classrooms in our pods are completed.

To ensure the safety of student, staff and guest, all work areas will be fenced and have 
protective screening. All workers are required to pass a thorough back ground check 
before being allowed on campus (this is required by law). Workers are not permitted to 
converse with students nor students with workers. In addition students, staff and guest 
are not allowed in any construction areas. To keep us updated on the projects progress 
and any changes should they occur, our administration team will meet regularly with the 
Project Manager. We will keep you informed as the project progresses. Any Mariners with 
questions should direct those to Mr. Jenkins by calling our main number.

Many of us have experienced the known and unknown events that can be challenging 
when making repairs to our homes. We expect that construction on our campus will have 
some challenges as well. We are confident that every effort will be made to minimize 
disruption and that any struggles will be well worth our patience and understanding as 
our students will soon benefit form a significantly improved learning environment.

Lyman Welton
Principal

continues...Principal’s Message

Advertise in the  
Mariner Nation News!  

This is a wonderful way for your 
company to get community 

recognition and exposure, and 
at the same time help support 

your local schools!

Eileen Ramos
eileen.ramos@yourcharlotteschools.net

Murdock Middle School

Advertise in the  
Mariner Nation News!   

This is a wonderful way for your 
company to get community 

recognition and exposure, and 
at the same time help support 

your local schools!

Eileen Ramos
eileen.ramos@yourcharlotteschools.net

Murdock Middle School

mailto:eileen.ramos@yourcharlotteschools.net
http://academypublishing.com/advertising.php
mailto:eileen.ramos@yourcharlotteschools.net


3 Mariner Nation News
January 2023

Published Four Times Per Year
Charlotte County Public Schools

1445 Education Way
Port Charlotte, FL 33948

Issue #1Media Center News 
Welcome to the New Year!

It’s a great time to read. School library books, public library offerings, 
eBooks, and audio books-there’s something for everyone. Reading can lead 
to a better life. The benefits of regular reading include stronger vocabulary, 
better communication skills, increased attention span, stress relief, increased 
knowledge and empathy, and a safe way to explore the world. 

The second annual Reading Regatta begins on January 23rd. This is a great 
event in which students can become a part of the Mariner literary community 
where books are read and discussed simply for fun and inquiry. Details about 
the Regatta will be available to students on the 23rd of January. 

Spring events are being planned. In March, the library will be hosting Pop Up 
Museum: When Spain Came to Florida. Reading and other curriculum related 
events are in the works for April and May. 

Students have the chance to explore their creativity at the Morning Make and 
Take sessions. Morning Make and Take happens several times throughout 
each month. During that time students can engage in arts and crafts such as 
making buttons, friendship bracelets, and origami. Students are also welcome 
to attend Art Club on Mondays from 4:15 to 5pm. 

Students are welcome to visit the library during the school day to check out 
books, work on research projects, and enjoy a little quiet reading time. In 
addition to the school day, the Media Center is open in the morning before 
1st period. During this time, students can work on homework, read, check out 
books, do personal research, play a game, and catch up on current events. 

Wishing you a happy New Year filled with great stories!

Pam Ping
Media Specialist 
Credit Recovery Coach
x5231

https://landsbergbennett.com
http://www.slackorthodontics.com
http://campbowwow.com/port-charlotte
http://www.CBHCfl.org
http://www.FloridaFamilyPharmacy.com
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Social Studies
“It is a great time to be a Social Studies student at Murdock Middle! 
In Civics, we are currently learning about the Preamble and the 
governmental ideals that are embedded within it that help guide 
us every day as people in America. We are also learning about 
the limits of government and rule of law. This focuses on how 
checks and balances and separation of powers helps to ensure 
our country’s fate never gets placed in the hands of one person or 
group of people. In 6th and 8th grade U.S. History, we are finishing 
up the American Revolutionary War and the massive impact that 
had around the world and especially within our newborn country. 
By the end of the year, we will know more about U.S. History and 
Civics than we ever could imagine! Gooooooo Mariners!” 

Thanks, 
Jake Monteleone
Teacher, Murdock Middle School
17325 Mariner Way, Port Charlotte, FL 33948
7th Grade Civics 
Phone: (941) 255-7525 ext. 5266 

Eileen Ramos
eileen.ramos@yourcharlotteschools.net
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Referral Free Field Day
Our administrators hosted a field day for kids that have done the right thing 
since the beginning of the year. We had lots of games out in the field and blow 
ups tackle courses, and a bungee run!! Our staff was feeling the spirit too!! 
And our staff competed against each other!!

During the holidays some of the members of Port Charlotte National Honor 
society, came to our school, and assisted kids in the holiday spirit!!! They 
made Christmas crafts, played a game, and had snacks!! Thank you PCHS, in 
spreading the joy!!
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Basketball!
Congratulations to our Murdock Boys 
Basketball team on their championship win 
this season! The boys played an amazing 
game against Punta Gorda Middle School and 
came away with the victory, 40-37! Back 2 Back 
Champs! Go Mariners!!! 

Volleyball 
Schedule
Games: 5:30pm

1/26 – MMS @ PCM / LAA @ PGM

2/2 – PCM @ MMS / PGM @ LAA

2/9 – LAA @ MMS / PCM @ PGM

2/16 – PCM @ LAA / MMS @ PGM

2/23 – LAA @ PCM / PGM @ MMS

3/2 – MMS @ LAA/ PGM @PCM

3/4 – Playoffs at LBHS at 9am (Saturday)

Mariner Sports
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Anti-Bullying Policy
Charlotte County Public Schools does not tolerate 
bullying, which includes cyberbullying. Throughout 
the school year, our schools do a variety of 
classroom, large group, and small group lessons on 
bullying and bully prevention.

Though we teach all of our students that bullying 
is wrong, it still occasionally occurs. And, while we 
would like cases of bullying to be reported to the 
administration, they are not always reported.

Parents - if you have a bully (or cyberbullying) concern 
please let us know. If your child is a target and is 
being bullied or if you believe your child bullies 
others, please let us know. Open and consistent 
communications with the school will not only help 
your child but will help many others and the school. 
Unfortunately, some bully situations take a number 
of interventions before it subsides. Please continue 
to communicate with the school and provide any 
additional information that will help the school put 
an end to the situation.

It is important to note that investigation of 
cyberbullying can occur regardless of whether the 
bullying was conducted using public or private 
property (cell phone, computers, etc). Please 
reference Florida Statute 1006.47

Report bullying by filling out the Bully Report 
form which can be found on the district 
website at: https://www.
yourchar lot teschoo ls .net /
Page/11977

You can also find a “Bully Button” 
on our website to report bullying. 
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