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Murdock Middle School e
17325 Mariner Way, Port Charlotte, FL 33948 Prl NCi pal S M essage

941.255-7525 Attendance: 941.255-7525
Hours Operation: 8:35 A.M- 4:20 P.M. Greetings Mariners,

Following the conclusion of our first semester and the early
weeks of quarter three, I'm pleased to share some exciting
news about our school community!

Principal s s il e Lyman Welton
Assistant Principal St = et Jamie Verwey

Assistant Principal: . .. .. Jake Monteleone ermare o B, M e o syl e
"""""""" Sandra Tavares demonstrated by our students during the first semester.
EDUIselor s e e Kim Ceballos The recent Florida State Progress Monitoring assessments
FSEAISON. o R e Cara Stefanik revealed positive results across all grade levels. Compared
School Resource Officer: .. Officer Morales to both last year's scores and the initial progress monitoring
tests taken earlier this fall, we've seen significant
improvement. This achievement is a testament to the hard
work and dedication of our students, parents, faculty, and
staff. It takes all of us working together for our students to
demonstrate these academic gains.
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In addition to state scores, our school has consistently
received positive reports from our Model School
Representatives. Their comments about classroom
management,andrigorousinstructionalstrategieshavebeen
complimentary. This recognition highlights the supportive
learning environment we strive to cultivate for all students.

| am delighted to announce that our school recently
received a perfect score on a surprise safety inspection
conducted by the state. In fact, Charlotte County Public
Schools as a whole did exceptionally well. This outstanding
result is a reflection of the commitment to safety shared by
our entire school community — students, staff, parents, and
leadership. | also want to take a moment and recognize our
partnership with the Charlotte County Sheriff's Department
and thank them for their ongoing efforts to keep everyone
on our campus safe.

The successes at Murdock Middle School are a direct result
of the collaborative efforts of our entire Mariner community.
| extend my sincere gratitude to our dedicated teachers,
supportive parents, and engaged students for their
unwavering commitment to excellence.

We look forward to continuing to build upon these
accomplishments in the coming months.

Sincerely,

Lyman E. Welton
ISSUE 2 VOLUME 6 Principal

February 2025



A Look into our Classrooms:

HISTORY

In November, Mr. Watson's World History students competed
in the annual Blanchard House Museum Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. essay contest. The competition is open to thousands
of students grades 6-8 in SW Florida. This year's essay contest
invoked an MLK quote from 1968, "We will not remember the
words of our enemies, but the silence of our friends."
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Three of Mr. Watson's students
placed in the top 4. Kassiah
Murdock took home the silver
medal, placing second overall and
winning $100. The bronze medal
and third place honor was awarded
to Ella Barber, who was awarded
$50. Also, an honorable mention
and the fourth-place overall winner
went to Lani Williams-Foucher,
who also was awarded $50.

All the winners and Mr. Watson
have been invited to attend the
annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Breakfast being held on January
18th. Mr. Watson, Kassiah, Ella, and
Lani will be honored at the annual
breakfast and awards will be given
out at that time. Congratulations
to our Murdock Family!

Also, in Mr. Watson's World History
class, students made international
ornaments.

MATH

Students in Miss Rogers’ class used the order of operations
to solve expressions and complete a puzzle.

SCIENCE

Murdock Middle's science department is now offering SSA test
prep tutoring for 8th grade students. Test prep tutoring for 8th
grade will take place in Ms. Bruss's classroom on Mondays after
school from 4:15-5:15. Test prep tutoring will benefit students
by offering personalized small groups or one-on-one instruction
tailored to meet the unique needs of each student.

During tutoring, we will focus on learning testing strategies, we
will review the 6th and 7th grade content, and we will include
remedial help for 8th grade content. Test prep will help students
be more confident and increase academic performance geared
toward the end of the year state science test.

We will also still be providing tutoring for all grade levels.
These tutoring sessions will be held in Ms. Bruss's classroom on
Wednesdays from 4:15-5:15.

For either tutoring session,

students must have a \\\\\‘“mm“““”“
permission slip signed by a 20
parent to attend and have
appropriate transportation.
Students can get forms from
their science teacher.

LANGUAGE ARTS

Mr. Herring's ELA classes will
continue working on their
argumentative essay writing,
while ascertaining literary
techniques for their Novel
Analysis. Also, students have
and will continue to work on
sentence structure.
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COMPUTERS

This semester in our 6th grade computer
class at Murdock Middle School, we have
been busy enhancing our tech skills and
preparing for a successful future! Here
are some of the exciting developments
we've experienced lately:

Certifications in Essential Skills

Our students have been working hard to

earn certifications in several key areas

that are crucial in today’s digital world:

e CyberSecurity: We've learned about
online safety, protecting personal
information, and understanding
the importance of secure practices
while navigating the internet.

e Communications: This unit

emphasized effective digital
communication, including  email
etiquette and professional
correspondence.

e  Microsoft Word & Excel: Students
have developed their skills in

creating documents, reports, and
spreadsheets, learning how to utilize
tools that will be invaluable in their
academicandfuture professional lives.

e Presentation Skills: We've also
focused on creating engaging
presentations, where  students

learned how to design slideshows
thateffectivelyconveytheirmessages
using various multimedia tools.
e Typing Skills: In addition to these
certifications, we've dedicated time
to improving our typing skills. By
practicing regularly, students are
becoming faster and more accurate
typists, which is essential for their
schoolwork and future careers.

In our 7th grade computer class at
Murdock Middle School, we've had an
incredible few months filled with learning
and innovation! Here's a glimpse of what
we've been up to:

Essential
Constructs

Robert J. Warholic

Certifications in Key Skills

This semester, our students are taking
significant steps toward becoming tech-
savvy individuals by earning certifications
in essential competencies such as Cyber
Security, Communications, Microsoft
Word, Excel, and Presentation Skills.
These certifications not only provide us
with valuable skills that will serve us well
in the future but also give us a sense
of accomplishment and motivation as
we explore real-world applications of
technology.

Delving into 3D Printing

One of our most exciting projects has
been exploring 3D printing! We've
learned how to operate the printer
using the X, Y, and Z axes to create
amazing three-dimensional objects.
Our class has discovered how to scale
objects and embed various designs
within our projects, which has allowed
us to unleash our creativity. We even
managed to print small prototypes that
we designed ourselves!

Transitioning to Block Coding
As we continue to enhance our tech

skills, we're now moving into the
fascinating world of block coding. This
visual programming language helps
us grasp complex coding concepts
while allowing us to create interactive
projects. It's thrilling to see students
working together to build games
and animations, demonstrating their
understanding of programming basics
and logic.

Stay tuned for more updates on our
computer class
adventures, and
let’s continue to
embrace the world of
technology together!

WE STREAMLINE THE BULKY AND TIME
CONSUMING PUBLIC BIDDING PROCESS

We Work with Local
and Owner Preferred Contractors

EssentialConstructs.com

c: 607-760-2350 * Rob@EssentialConstructs.com
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thehometowngrill.com

1931 Tamiami Trl., #10
Port Charlotte, FL 33948

Breakfast served
everyday until 1:30pm

Maura Stanchak, DDS, MS

Specidalist in Orthodontics 5

941-249-9193

18334 Murdock Circle e Port Charlotte, FL 33948

www.SlackOrthodontics.com

CHARLOTTE
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Behavioral Health Care

Services for children, teens, & adults:

* Individual Therapy
* Teleservices

* Bullying

* Trauma Therapy

* Case Management

(941) 639-8300

1700 Education Avenue, Punta Gorda
21500 Gibralter Drive, Port Charlotte

* Group Therapy

* Psychiatric Services

» Parent/Child Conflict
* Anger Management
* Substance Use

CONSTRUCTION
DONE IN THE SAME
CALENDARYEAR



http://EssentialConstructs.com
http://thehometowngrill.com
http://hometowngrillcatering.com
http://www.SlackOrthodontics.com
http://www.CBHCfl.org

A Look into our
Classrooms:

ART CLASS

Mrs. Marsh'’s
students had their
artwork displayed

at the Charlotte

County Fair.

continues...

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

All students in PE are required to dress out during class
to earn participation points for the day. Acceptable

attire are athletic shoes,
T-shirts and shorts/leggings.
This helps create a safe
environment for our students
to fully participate in our daily
PE activities.

Don't miss out on purchasing
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PBIS
Fundraiser

On January 15th, students and families
joined together to help support
Murdock Middle's PBIS club. PBIS
was able to partner with Insane Conez
in Port Charlotte for a spirit night.
With every scoop, sundae, or treat
that Mariners purchased during the
event, Insane Conez provided PBIS
with a donation. We had mariners
that brought their friends, family, and
neighbors to join the celebration.
Together we were all able to make a
difference to raise money while also
supporting our local community.

our PE uniforms.
Shirts- $10
Shorts- $12
Shirt & Shorts- $20
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Athletics

As we begin the second
semester of school, we have
three sports coming up!

January 27th — Track and Field
February 10th— Soccer Try-Outs
April 7th — Wrestling

All boys and girls interested in
participating in our sports, make
sure you have an up-to-date
FHSAA Sports physical on file to
be eligible to play. Physical and
consent forms can be found on
our school website under Our
Programs- Athletics. All forms
must be completely filled out for
our athletes to be good to go. All
practices begin right after school
from 4:15- 5:30 pm. There are
late buses available.

If you have any questions, please
reach out to Coach Strauss.

Go Mariners!
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All- A Message from our

Complete School’s Nurse
Ret re at Hello parents,

This is wintertime in Florida and sickness and viruses are going around.

Our next All-Complete Retreat

is Friday, March 7th. To attend, Here's some actions and preventative measures you can take:
students may not have had a full e Encourage students to eat and rest well
day of ISS or OSS during Quarter P

Instruct students to dress appropriately for the colder weather
3. The All-Complete Retreat

also goes by period; therefore,
students need to be passing a e Students who have fevers or any contagious type of illness should be
class and not have any zeros in a kept home

class to be allowed to go.

e Have students take vitamin supplements like C, D, and Zinc

e |fastudent has a sore throat, salt water, Hydrogen Peroxide, or Listerine
Forexample, if a studentis passing are great for gargling

first period with no zeros and no
referrals from that teacher, the
student will be allowed to attend e |f symptoms persist or worsen, please see a medical provider
during first period. However, if a

student is failing second period,

they will not be allowed to attend

during second period and so on.

* Saline Nasal Spray that's sold in stores can help with stuffy noses

Please continue
to encourage
your students to
exhibit Mariner
expectations, to
turn in all of their
assignments, and
to check Focus.
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We always answer...Never Voicemail

License No. CAC1817187

Yseisons o

...FOR YEAR ROUND COMFORT Turn to the experts UL :
1810 £l Jobean Road, Suite 5 - I We service and install most leading M S25S ©
Port Charlotte, FL 33948 = < .
brands of AC equipment 941-255-1922
Custom Blinds & Window Treatments 941-677-5835
SHUTTERS MANUFACTURED ON-SITE Ao BOD  WWWWCABFLCOM

_ Free estimates on new AC systems
blindspotetc.com ¢ 941-743-2646 24/7/365 EMERGENCY SERVICE 18440 PAULSON DRIVE #F - PORT CHARLOTTE



http://blindspotetc.com
http://www.4SeasonsAC.com
http://WWW.WCABFL.COM
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Clear Aligners & Braces

Parrish
8312 USHwy 301 N
Parrish, FL 34219

Sarasota
5911 North Honore
Avenue #222
Sarasota, FL 34243
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DOGGY DAY CARE & BOARDING + GROOMING .

HRST DAY

" EREE!

LIVE WEB CAMS

INDOOR & OUTDOOR
PLAY YARDS IS

SPACIOUS CABINS

SOCIALIZATION
WITH OTHER DOGS

CAMP BOW WOW® PORT CHARLOTTE
campbowwow.com/port-charlotte
941-875-9410

*LEGAL WOOF: Offer valid only at above
location. New customers only. Camper must meet
entrance requirements. Other restrictions apply.

Anti-Bullying Policy

Charlotte County Public Schools does not tolerate bullying, which includes
cyberbullying.  Throughout the
school year, our schools do a

variety of classroom, large group, } FORTIFYFL

SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY REPORTING APP

and small group lessons on
bullying and bully prevention.

Though we teach all of our QUICKLY AND EASILY SUBMIT A TIP
students that bullying is wrong, it e

still occasionally occurs. And, while

we would like cases of bullying to o Anonymen comsomnasce [ e
be reported to the administration, touromsans conoct [l meseino o photos or video wit
they are not always reported.

Anonymous or Convenient Include Photos
Non-Anonymous and Video

QUICKLY SEND TO HORITIES

FortifyFL aut te ate law

Parents - if you have a bully (or
cyberbullying) concern please let

us know. If your child is a target ; S . <choo ofician:

. . . . I The fip report goes to your local school officials
and is being bullied or if you ) rensiomites.
believe your child bullies others, o | T—

: = Your local police department or sheriff office
p|ease let us know. Open and receive copies of your fips automatically.
consistent communications with : Stote-Level Officials

. S M State-level officials also have access fo your tips
the school will not only help your o make sure praper Saps re ko,

child but will help many others
and the school. Unfortunately,
some bully situations take a
number of interventions before
it subsides. Please continue to
communicate with the school
and provide any additional
information that will help the
school put an end to the situation.

#FORTIFYFL
GETFORTIFYFL.COM

< oownionson e GeTmon
& App Store > Google Play

It is important to note that investigation of cyberbullying
can occur regardless of whether the bullying was
conducted using public or private property (cell phone,
computers, etc). Please reference Florida Statute 1006.47

Report bullying by filling out the Bully Report form
which can be found on the district website at:
https://www.yourcharlotteschools.net/Page/11977

You can also find a “Bully Button” on our website
to report bullying.
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$100 0FF MNH NASIUM

With New The Math Learning Center

Enronentsl
Valid until 12/3

Mathnasium gives students the instruction they need to
catch up, keep up, and get ahead, so they can feel
confident that they're on track for a successful school year.

SCAN ME

Contact us for a FREE assessment!
Mathnasium of Port Charlotte - North Port
(941) 432-MATH e mathnasium.com/portcharlotte
1808 Tamiami Trl Unit B4, Port Charlotte, FL 33948

We Accept Step
Scholarships!



http://getfortifyfl.com
https://www.yourcharlotteschools.net/Page/11977
http://campbowwow.com/port-charlotte
http://mathnasium.com/portcharlotte
http://www.hessorthodontics.com
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The family resource center will
be hosting a Pastries with Parents
Event on February 18 with two
different time slots. This event will
take place from 8:30 am - 9:30
am and from 5:30 pm - 6:30 pm.
Refreshments and pastries will be
served to the first 100 parents in
attendance.

February 2025 February

M Tu W Th F SD ED 3-7 Survey Window

105 118 -PL Early Release
3 4 5 6 7 110 123 President's Day
10 11 A28 13 14 115 128
7 18 19 20 | 21 119 133
24| 25 26 27 28 124 138
124 138
(:HARI(,(Jl [E [ March202s |
COUNTY \ Public Schools Nttt b SO E0. B

124 138 13 End of Q3
3 4 5 6 7 129 143 17-21 Spring Break
10 11 12 13 14 134 148 24 Teacher Work Day

An Algebra Math Night is coming
up on March 12th from 5:30 pm
— 6:30 pm, and a STEM night is
happening on April 12 from 5:30
pm — 7:00 pm.

Teacher Work Day [ April20s
Student Day M Tu W Th F SD ED  April Mrs.  Adebayo is  available
Semester Days 1 2 3 4 143 158 Good Friday
7 8 9 10 11 148 163 iPLEarlyRelease throughOUt the school day by
appointment. If any parent or

guardian has a question, Mrs.

14 15 16 17 8l 152 168
21 22 23 24 25 157 173
Unpaid Day Off 28 29 NSoN 160 176
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Unscheduled Work Day Adebayo can be reached by =
May 2025 phone at ‘941 -255-7525 Ext 5214 :
M Tu W Th F SD ED May or by email at Marlene.Adebayo@ =
1 | 2 BECEY [ Memorial Day yourcharlotteschools.net. =
SD = Student Day Count 5 6 7 8 9 167 183 29 Last Day for Students ., \§
ED = Employee Day Count 12 13 14 15 16 172 188 End of Q4/Semester 2 S
19 20 21 22 23 177 193 30 Teacher Work Day
PL = Professional Learning 26 27 | 28 29 30 128 13;
FINANCIAL FITNESS, ALL AGES FOR LIFE.
June 2025
M Tu W Th F SD ED June 4"
I A «p [NDERENDENT
School Board Approved 12/12/2023 2 3 4 5 6 180 197 FINANCIAL LITERACY FOR ALL AGES

9 10 11 12 13 180 197
16 17 18 19 20 180 197
23 24 25 26 27 180 197

Financial Coach
3 - www.yourifc.com |
- = i (941) 916-5324 [

A Place That Matches Happy
Puppies With Forever Homes!

Puppy Benefits Include:  View Available Puppies:

e Registered www.wagglespet.com
PUPPY BOUTIQUE * Vet Checked
e Microchipped ) :
Enroll your Junior Golfer into a program where they
Visit Us TOde! e Health Guaranteed receive expert PGA Instruction, Golf Couse Experience,

and Fun with Friends all-in-one Program!
This program is a great way to introduce your golfer
to a competitive Team Golf Environment.

ENROLL YOUR STUDENT TODAY!

2686 Tamiami Trail, Suite 3A  ° Age Specific YGCCin?§
Port Charlotte, Florida, 33952 ¢ One Year Online Training

Call Us Today! Easy Financing Available! SCAN ME
(941)-249-8851

Contact Seth Waggoner at 941-423-6955 or
heron-creek.com for more information

HERON W/CREEK
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