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Principal’s Message
Murdock Middle Discipline Policy
and Extracurricular Activities
Mariners,
At Murdock Middle School we are committed to
offering our students opportunities to participate
in a variety of fun learning experiences. With this
in mind, we have several extracurricular activities
planned for semester two. The most popular are the
8th Grade Dance and our Grade Level Field Trips.
Other events may include a Field Day, 8th grade
tour of Port Charlotte High School, Laser Tag, etc.
To attend extracurricular activities students must
meet the behavioral expectations as described
in the Student Code of Conduct. The privilege
to participate in extracurricular activities will be
revoked should a student not meet the behavioral
expectations. The following policy governing
student attendance to extracurricular events will be
in effect starting Jan 6, 2022 and will remain in place
until the end of the 2021-22 school year.
1.

Beginning 01/06/22 thru the end of the school
year, students with 4 or more referrals will
not be permitted to participate in many
extracurricular activities. This will include but
not be limited to all field trips, the 8th grade
dance, field days, pep rallies, on or off campus
presentations from outside entities such as
plays, concerts, or guest speakers. Any event
for which student receives a grade is excluded.
An example is playing in a band concert.

2.

Beginning 01/06/22 any student guilty of a
single serious infraction will be excluded
from extracurricular activities. This includes
infractions committed during school hours,
or at an after-hours school sponsored event,
...continues on next page
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Principal’s Message
or on any School Board Property regardless
of time of day. The following are examples
of serious Infractions; Off Campus Felony,
Battery on a Staff Member, Physical Attack,
Drug, Alcohol, or Tobacco Possession,
Consumption, or Distribution, Substantiated
Bullying, Vandalism, Harassment, and Major
Disruption of a School Function.
3.

continues...
accordance with School Board Policy. Per School
Board Policy the Principal has the final decision on
matters pertaining to student discipline.
The above policy is intended to ensure everyone has
a safe and enjoyable experience at our events. It is
our hope that every student remains eligible for our
extracurricular events.

Students may appeal disciplinary action in
Lyman Welton
Principal

Learning Microsoft Excel
In Mr. Park’s class we are learning how to navigate in Microsoft Excel software. We completed a project called
Holiday Pixel Art to practice our skills selecting columns, rows and cells.
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Bud, Not Buddy!
Recently Ms. Ohl's classes finished reading
our class novel Bud, Not Buddy! We are
excited to report that our focus was on
literary elements such as imagery, sensory
language, conflict (internal/external conflict),
and students read aloud in groups! Bud, Not
Buddy was an excellent read!
If you need more information or have
questions, please reach out.. I know my
students would be excited to give you more
as well. Feel free to stop by anytime periods
2, 4, or 6th to chat with us..
Sherry Ohl, M.Ed
Language Arts, Intensive Reading
941-255-7525 Ext. 5241

Robotics Club
The year is winding down and
Robotics club is getting ready
for the new year. We are looking
forward to some competition
between the teams when we
return from Christmas Break.
We also anticipate the arrival
of the VEX robot that has been
stuck in the nation's supply
chain problems. Finally, and
most importantly, the Robotics
club wishes everyone a
wonderful holiday season!
David Reagle
Business Education Computer Applications,
3D Printing, Robotics
Club Sponsor

Tax Preparation
Bookkeeping
Payroll Services
New Business Setup

SERVICES
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Library News: Winter 2021

Students are welcome to visit the library during the school day to check out books, work on class
assignments, and enjoy a little quiet reading time. In addition to the school day, the Media Center
is open in the morning from 8:40 to 9:06. During this time, students can work on homework, read,
check out books, do personal research, play a game, and catch up on current events.
Thanks to Mr. Ward, the library recently hosted a guest speaker presentation about the
Holocaust to eight grade US History students for Holocaust Education Week. Our Language
Arts students participated in a Genre Personality activity to aid them in finding books to read
and to encourage students to try different types of books. Sixth grade social studies students
wrapped up their study of Ancient Egypt by creating cartouches using clay and paint.
Get ready for the first annual Reading Regatta! All students are invited to participate in this
reading challenge which will take place during the 3rd quarter. Details will be available when
we return from Winter Break.
The Art Club continues to meet after school on Tuesdays until 5:10. Students have made
cards for residences of the Veterans Nursing Home to commemorate Veterans Day. Origami,
button making, sidewalk chalk, and mixed media creations are projects that have been
enjoyed by the club. All students are welcome to participate in the Art Club.
Remember, we have ebooks and audiobooks available. Students can access these materials
using the MMS SORA app on Classlink, or by using the SORA app on a smartphone. The
SORA app is a free download. We have over 200 titles available and are adding new ones
throughout the year.
We are looking forward to a terrific second semester. For more information about the
Media Center and the programs offered, please visit our web page. Thank you for your
continued support.
“Reading gives us someplace to go when we have to stay where we are.”

BRACES & INVISALIGN®
FOR ALL AGES

Board Certified Orthodontist

www.oneofakindsmiles.com | (941) 629-2221
Interest-Free Payment Plans | Low Down Payment | Low Monthly Payments | Insurance Provider
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Ways For Students To Report
1.
2.
3.

Verbal reports to any adult
Written reports to adults
Anonymous Reports: Use online school website - the “Bully Button”

WHAT CAN A STUDENT DO IF THEY ARE BEING BULLIED?
• Say something to an adult
• Find a friend
• Ask for help
• Exit the area

YOU are the missing piece!
Help Murdock Middle School by advertising
in the Mariner Nation News!
Your advertisement
helps fund the
newsletter and at
the SAME TIME
your business
gets community
recognition and
exposure.
Eileen Ramos
eileen.ramos@yourcharlotteschools.net

6

TWIN
DAY

7
Drug Free Charlotte County
Woohoo! It’s 2022 and we made it through 2021. The
last two years have been tough and many of us are
ready to look forward to a new and hopefully better
year in 2022. However, we don’t just have to hope. We
can make it happen!
A good friend of mine, we will call her Lilith for the sake
of this blog, expressed her lack of enthusiasm for setting
a resolution this year. Here’s how the conversation went:
Lilith - “Last year my goal was to read more. It started out
great, I read 2 books during winter break. Then the kids
went back to school and I went back to work. I bought
several books I wanted to read. I even put them by my
bed, but I never picked them up. I was tired, and well life
just happened. I don’t really want to feel like I failed at
another resolution this year.”

when their plans didn’t go perfectly. Instead, allow
yourself to be human, forgive yourself, and update
your plan.
6. Learn from your mistakes – When you do have
something that keeps you from hitting your small
steps timeline, take a minute to evaluate why. This
step is important not to beat yourself up, but rather
to make efforts to avoid being delayed by this
challenge again.
7. Create accountability – Some people keep their
resolutions to themselves, and for some resolutions
that is understandable. However, if you can create a
support system you are more likely to succeed. So
shout out your resolution from the rooftops to help
keep yourself in check.

Me – “What did your reading plan look like?”
My friend – “Well I didn’t really have one, just wanted to
read more.”
Resolution abandonment is more common than you
think. In fact, around 80% of resolutions aren’t kept.
If you have made resolutions in the past and didn’t
stick with them, have no fear…10 super resolution
tips are here!
1. Make it meaningful – The first step in creating
your resolution is making sure that the resolution
is something that means something to you. Don’t
make a resolution just to check off the box that you
made one.
2. Make it realistic – Would I like to be a millionaire
before the new year? Sure would. Is that realistic?
Not even a little. Don’t set yourself up to fail by
creating a resolution that is impossible to achieve.
3. Write it down – Yes, this step is important. You are
42% more likely to achieve your goals when you
write them down.
4. Create a plan – Without a plan, your resolution is
nothing more than a wish. Take some time to outline
all the steps to achieve your goal and dates you are
planning to complete the steps by.
5. Be flexible – Life happens, and no one is perfect.
You are going to make mistakes. You are going to
miss a goal deadline at some point. This is where
many people fail because they throw in the towel

8. Keep track – tracking your success is important
because you can take a look at where you started
and where you are now. When you hit a plateau or
even stumble a bit, you can look at this progress as
a reminder that you have already come a long way,
and you can do it.
9. Remind yourself – Keep reminders of your goals
where you can see them. Put sticky notes on your
bathroom mirror, set alerts on your phone, create a
vision board, do whatever you have to do to keep
your resolution in front of you to help remind you to
keep moving forward. It is a great idea to do some
positive affirmations when you see these reminders
as well.
10. Reward yourself – When you reward yourself for
each step you accomplish your brain releases
positive emotions that help you keep the desire to
keep moving forward.
When you achieve your resolution, it will cause multiple
benefits. You will feel good about completing it. Your selfesteem will be boosted. Depending on your resolution,
your life will improve in some way. You will be encouraged
to continue moving in a positive direction and create
more goals for yourself. Your children will notice this and
be encouraged by it to do the
same. Is it going to be easy?
Well, a wise person once said
something along the lines of…
nothing worth doing is ever
easy. You got this!

Murdock Middle School
17325 Mariner Way
Port Charlotte, FL 33948
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