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Parents,

Seventy-five percent of our school year is complete. 
The last quarter of school is in many ways the most 
important in the academic life of our students. This 
is the last and best chance they have to pull up their 
grades. Many students at risk of being retained can 
pass, if they work hard during the 4th quarter. All 
Murdock students will be taking FSA Tests in April and 
May. These tests will have a big impact on the classes 
they can take next year. In addition, the last week of 
school is filled with Final Exams. These exams count for 
20-30% of the students grade for the semester. As you 
can see, the 4th quarter of middle school is extremely 
important. Parents, because of this, we need your help 
but more importantly so do the students.

Students, often become distracted during fourth 
quarter resulting in declining grades. You can help 
them stay focused by checking on their grades once 
per week. Log into their Focus account and review their 
current grades. Make sure they are getting to school on 
time everyday and that they remain in class all day. It is 
critical that missing assignments be made up whenever 
possible. A missing assignment results in a zero and 
pulls their average down significantly. Communicate 
clearly the expectation you have for their performance 
in school. What you say and do matters.

Parents, if you are concerned about your students 
grades, don’t wait. Call the school to see if we may be 
able to help. This is particularly important for 8th graders 
because they risk being held back from high school. If 
an 8th grade student fails second semester, then they 
may not have time to make up the failing credit, even 
in summer school. When parents and educators work 
together, students have a high probability of not just 
passing but of meeting and surpassing our expectations.

...continues on next page
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continues...
Covid 19 Update
This is the Final Mariner Newsletter for the 2020-21 school 
year and what a year it has been! Our experience starting 
in March of 2020 until now is like no other. Parents you may 
recall receiving a phone message from me and from the 
Superintendent during last year’s Spring break announcing 
“School would be delayed by one week”. Over the following 
weeks and months you heard a series of messages about 
further delays to opening, opportunities for online learning, 
mask requirements, etc. You and your students missed out 
on fieldtrips, sporting events, dances and a wide variety of 
“normal middle school experiences”.

The good news for Murdock Middle is that we are seeing a 
declining number of reported Covid 19 cases. I want to thank 
parents and guardians for their steadfast support of the School 
Boards Covid 19 policies. As a result, our students have been 
excellent at practicing the health and safety protocols. I am 
hopeful we will see a return of most normal school activities 
during the 2021-22 school year

Congratulations!

Civics
Civics is about to wrap up its final two sections before entering a review 
phase before the EOC on May 11th. Select 8th graders who have Civics will 
be taking the EOC on May 12th because they will be taking the Science EOC 
on May 11th instead. It is paramount that all Civics students really strap on 
their thinking caps these last few weeks before the EOC to ensure they do 
the best they possibly can on the exam for this 2020-2021 school year! There 
will also be a Boot Camp for select students on May 8th, 2021 (invitations 
will be handed out in due time). It’s time to buckle up and strap in as much 
knowledge as possible; let’s do it!

Coach Walker was our golden egg winner 
for our Mariner staff Easter egg hunt!

Lyman E Welton

Principal

http://www.thehometowngrill.com
http://www.anytimefitness.com
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Testing Schedule
100% Attendance Goal!

SAVE THE DATE

Brick-and-Mortar & Innovative Students State Assessment 
Testing Schedule

Innovative Students arrive 9:00am, report to main office for check-in.

May 3-4 FSA Reading, Grades 6-8

May 5-6 FSA Math, Grades 6-8

May 11 NGSSS Science 8

May 11 *NGSSS Civics (Grade 7) EOC

May 12-13 *FSA Algebra 1 EOC

*Innovative Students will report to CVS for EOC Assessments

Charlotte Virtual School Students State Assessment
Testing Schedule

CVS students arrive by 9:00am, report to main office for check-in.

May 17-18 FSA Math, Grades 6-8

May 19-20 FSA Reading, Grades 6-8

May 21 NGSSS Science 8

*CVS students will report to CBS for EOC Assessments

Please call Murdock Middle 
School at 941-255-7525 if you 
have questions about when your 

student is scheduled to test.

Interest-Free Payment Plans | Low Down Payment | Low Monthly Payments | Insurance Provider

BRACES & INVISALIGN®
FOR ALL AGES

Board Certified Orthodontist

www.oneofakindsmiles.com | (941) 629-2221

http://629alex.com
http://landsbergbennett.com
http://oneofakindsmiles.com
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Spanish
The Spanish students completed a project mid year on Spanish 
speaking countries. Each student had a different country to research. 

The wall represents the flag, 
map, and a travel brochure 
made by each student. They 
each presented their country 
to the class and what they 
learned about each country. 
Special thank you to Lorrena 
W. for putting the wall 
together after school and 
donating her time to make 
my vision a reality!

U.S. History
U.S. History is beginning Chapter 11 which is 
all about the spread of industry and the growth 
and expansion of our country into the west. 
We have enjoyed so far this semester being 
able to learn about our first few presidents 
and how they navigated the waters of political 
power. Now, it’s time to see how the ones 
who followed them continued on with their 
precedents, and how our country began to 
form into the amazing powerhouse it is today!

Please congratulate the following students 
for placing in the Thomas Alva Edison Kiwanis 
Regional Science & Engineering Fair (L to R):

Sean Cunningham 3rd place - Oxidizing Steel 
Wool (Chemistry)

Reagan McCloud 2nd place - Chlorophyll 
Extraction (Plant Science)

Andrea Gibbs 2nd place - Exponential Outbreak 
(Biomedical and Health Sciences)

Mariner 
Basketball
Mariner Basketball was in full swing 
this past month up until spring break! 
This year both Mariner Basketball and 
the Lady Mariner teams reached the 
District Championship game for the first time in SCHOOL HISTORY. 
The players and coaches both worked extremely hard finishing with 
the schools best records of 5-2 for the boys, and 4-3 for the ladies. Not 
only did our players represent our school on 
the court, but in the classroom, they were 
Champions! Our Lady Mariner starting 5 
had a GPA of 4.0! The Mariner boys' team 
had 14 of 15 players that made honor roll 
for progress report mid-way point during 
3rd quarter. We will miss our 8th graders 
next year but look forward to the returning 
players coming back to continue our great 
tradition here at Murdock.

Go Mariners!

Tim Gretzler, Murdock Middle School Athletics

https://www.hibiscusinvestments.com
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Nurse News
END OF YEAR TIPS
Hello Parents/Guardians,

As we approach the end of
the year I would like to share 
some reminders:

• Students last day of school 
will be Friday June 4, 2021, 
if they have any medications 
in the clinic it must be picked 
up on or before that date. 
Meds that are not picked up 
will be disposed of.

• All students entering the 
7th grade must have a Tdap 
(Tetanus) vaccine done 
before they are allowed to 
start school. Please avoid the 
last-minute crunch and have 
vaccines and physicals done 
over the summer; don’t wait 
for the start of school.

• Any student over the age 
of 10 can get their Tdap 
vaccine done, so have your 
6th graders vaccinated and 
they will be ahead of the 7th 
grade requirement.

• Students taking medications 
at school will need a New 
Medication Authorization 
form for every school year, 
forms are available from the 
nurse or in the front office.

Mr. Parker’s class working on 
some great stuff!!

Family Engagement
ARE YOU A WORKING PARENT WHO NEEDS SUPPORT?

MENTAL HEALTH RESOURCES
If you are having thoughts of suicide, call the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 
at 1-800-273-8255 (TALK) or go to www.SpeakingOfSuicide.com/resources.

Parents seeking emotional support can contact the National Parent Helpline 
at 855-427-2736.

If you are a recent mother looking for support, there are free online 
support groups offered by Postpartum Support International, with specific 
programs for Black moms, NICU parents, Spanish-speaking moms, LGBTQ 
parents and more.

LEGAL ADVICE
The Center for WorkLife Law offers a free help line for parental legal rights. 
Call 415-851-3308 or email COVID19Helpline@worklifelaw.org.

The National Women’s Law Center provides complimentary consultations 
with attorneys in their legal network. Call 202-588-5180.

A Better Balance, a nonprofit legal advocacy group, operates a confidential 
help line to assist callers with understanding their workplace rights. Call 
833-633-3222.

FOOD AND HOUSING 
ASSISTANCE
United Way operates a 24-hour help 
line that connects callers to local food 
programs, housing assistance, health 
care resources and mental health 
support. Dial 211 from your phone.

Mutual Aid Hub offers a nationwide 
listing of food pantries and community 
refrigerators and freezers.

www.SpeakingOfSuicide.com/resources
mailto:COVID19Helpline@worklifelaw.org
http://blindspotetc.com
http://www.slackorthodontics.com
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WEEK

NJHS
Our students had a hard year with 
covid giving us so many restrictions and 
special guidelines, but middle schoolers 
are resilient. They came up with new 
and innovated ideas to share with their 
peers as well as family and friends. We 
did a school wide spelling bee, that 
really turned out well. In March, NJHS 
sponsored a live broadcast of a game 
show, “Are You Smarter than an 8th 
Grader!” Everyone was able to take 
part, whether it was to vote, help with 
questions, manage the broadcast or 
to just playing along. We had a great 
response from families from writing in 
questions, to watching the show! These 
students will be doing a car wash for the 
staff on “Staff Appreciation Week”. They 
continue to work on the kids closet and 
shoe closet. This project continues to 
grow and makes a huge difference in the 
lives of our students.

We want to thank the owners of Chick-
Fil-A and PTO for sponsoring our 2nd 
quarter 4.0 luncheon.

Olive Garden and PTO are sponsoring 
a luncheon for students earning a 4.0 
during 3rd quarter. We encourage all 
students to do their very best at all 
times, but these children have exceeded 
academic excellence, so we need to 
show them hard work pays off.

Chell Pender, Title 1 Family Associate
 chell.pender@yourcharlotteschools.net
941-255-7525 ext.211

(National Junior 
Honor Society)

NJHS MMS Game Show

Murdock Middle School's National Junior 
Honor Society, thought out of the box this 
year, and came up with something fun and 
innovated, for the whole school and families 
to watch and part take in. We hosted a game 
show, that used knowledge that they have 
gained as well as current events to battle the 
staff members here at our school. I wanted to 
recognize a child who has really Shined this 
year, Regan McCloud!! This girl pretty much, 
ran all the technical side of this show. She has 
leader qualities and I wish her the best going 
forward to high School. Please stay tuned for 
more events like this from NJHS!

mailto:chell.pender@yourcharlotteschools.net
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Ways For Students To Report
1. Verbal reports to any adult
2. Written reports to adults
3. Anonymous Reports: Use online school website - the “Bully Button”

WHAT CAN A STUDENT DO IF THEY ARE BEING BULLIED?
• Say something to an adult
• Ask for help

• Find a friend
• Exit the area

PE/Sports
In Physical Education, we continue to keep student safety at the top of our 
list. We are still encouraging students to social distance with attendance 
spots and personal space for our workouts/activities, along with limiting the 
type and amount of games where hands are used on the equipment. “Mile 
Mondays” and “Workout Wednesday PACERs” are still in the mix where 
students are getting a cardiovascular workout. We’ve also incorporated 
some quiet relaxation time on Mondays to start off our week with a little 
bit of mental and social wellness. We’re looking forward to a strong 4th 
quarter finish to this weird and crazy year.

– Aaron N. Walker, Physical Education

http://dsorah@darabsorahcpa.com
http://campbowwow.com/port-charlotte
http://simplysmilespa.com
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Eighth Grade 
Graduates!!

A celebration…

A time for looking back on lessons learned,
adventures share, bright moments filled

with special meaning.

A farewell…

A time for saying goodbye to old friends,
to good times you’ve known… a time for

packing away memories, treasures for tomorrow

A beginning…

A time for looking forward, a time to set new goals,
To dream new dreams, to try your wings and see

What lies beyond

6th – 8th STEM
Kids are currently working on "Invention 
Convention". They each had to brainstorm 
problems and invent something to solve one of 
the problems. We created prototypes and are 
now working on ads for their invention. A few 
pictures attached are: a birdhouse made out of 
natural materials so birds are more likely to use 
them - an arm extender - and a mopbot.

– Robyn Staggs


