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 The week of February 7-11 was School 
Counselor Appreciation Week. I wanted 
to take a moment to recognize and thank 
our guidance counselors and mental health 
counselors who help our students every day. 
High school years are full of growth, promise, 
frustration, and hope. It is the time when students 
begin to discover what the future holds for them. 
Our counselors enhance the learning process 
and promote academic, career, and social/
emotional development. Matanzas’ counseling 
programs are essential for students to achieve 
optimal personal growth, acquire positive social skills 
and values, set informed career goals, and realize their 
full academic potential to become productive, contributing 
members of the world community. 

Thank you to our dedicated team of guidance counselors:
Ms. Yasmin Cuevas
Ms. Carue Davis
Ms. Karin Feist
Ms. Tammy Stuve 

And thank you to our dedicated mental health counselors:
Ms. Jennifer D’Amato 
Ms. Heather Donica

A few helpful tips to navigate the high school years with your students:
There is no parenting manual. Be informed and ask questions. Find out what works 
best for your student. One size doesn’t fit all. 
Encourage communication. Let your child know that they can talk to you about their 
thoughts, feelings, or difficult situations they’re facing. When they do come to you, 
really listen to what they have to say. You may not agree or understand, but it’s helpful 
to accept that the difficulties they are facing are very real to them. Remember when 
you were their age. 
Timing is everything. In stressful situations, allow your child some space, and 
address issues later when they have regained control over themselves.
Help them to help themselves. Help your student find constructive ways to deal 
with feelings. Their teachers will also appreciate strong coping skills, and it’s great 
for your child in the long term. Praise successes, and use failures as learning 
opportunities. Ask questions like, “What can you do the next time you’re in this 
situation?” or “What made you feel better the last time you felt this way?”

 Parenting is not easy. Stay focused. Stay positive and stay the course. 
Remember consistency is key for your students and it will go a long way 
to their future success. 

www.academypublishing.com/schools/matanzas/matanzas.php
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Two Nights Not To Miss!
OUTBACK NIGHT
 Join us on Thursday, March 31, at 7:00 PM in the MHS Courtyard, for our Outback Night featuring 
Blue Steel performing with Mr. Victor Provost, the steelpan professor at George Mason University! 
Outback Night is a dinner fundraiser sponsored by Outback Steakhouse. Tickets can be purchased 
at pirates32137.booktix.com.
 Don’t miss our biggest and most popular 
show A Night of Percussion on Thursday, April 28, 
at 7:00 PM in the Pirate Theater. This show will 
feature the percussion ensembles, steelbands, 
drumline, and all of the program’s amazing 
accomplishments. It is a fast-paced, non-stop, 
interactive show that you won’t want to miss! All 
shows (excluding Outback Night) are a suggested donation of $5 per person.
 Thank you so much for your support of the Matanzas Percussion Program. We can’t wait to 
see you at our next show!

SEE CABARET!
 The Matanzas High School Troupe 7108 will perform Cabaret on February 24 at 7:00 PM in 
the MHS Theater. Tickets are $5.00. This performance is a collaboration of the MHS Fine Arts 
including jazz band, vocal ensemble, percussion, the Step Team, and visual arts in the lobby.

Junior Ring Ceremony

The annual Junior Ring Ceremony held on February 2 was a 
memorable evening for juniors and their families.

Juniors - 
Save The Date! 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2 IS THE JUNIOR 
IN-SCHOOL SAT DAY. 
• You do not need to do anything to register 

for the in-school SAT day. MHS has taken 
care of your registration and payment.

• The tests begin promptly at 8:00 AM, 
so please be in your testing room well 
BEFORE 8:00 AM.

• Don’t forget to get a good night’s rest, eat 
a healthy breakfast, and come prepared! 
You can bring a drink and snacks for 
break times. Bring layers! Some testing 
rooms can be cold or warm! 

• Check Schoology for your testing 
location (information will be available 
closer to the testing date). 

UNDERCLASSMEN
 Please make sure you are taking 
advantage of our tutoring and test retake 
opportunities especially as we’re heading 
into the fourth quarter. Please start having 
conversations with your teachers, especially 
core teachers, with regard to future scheduling 
and course recommendations.

Ask Your Counselor Today About Fall Dual Enrollment Programs!

386-447-4345  FlaglerTech.edu

Regisration for Adult Fall
Programs Opens in June

http://www.faunceorthodontics.com
http://FlaglerTech.edu
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Vision Statement

Through the collective partnership with our 
families, students, staff, and community, 

Matanzas will become a premier high school 
in the nation by inspiring independence and 
confidence in all learners as they prepare for 

college, career, and life.

Mission Statement
By providing a rigorous education, 

Matanzas prepares all students for success 
and empowers them as passionate learners 

to lead lives of purpose.

Motto
Make Good Choices.

Hold Yourself Accountable.
Strive for Excellence.
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Who's Who At MHS
Secretary to the Principal

Marie Drumm
Receptionist

Holly Keck
Bookkeepers

Paula Teixeira
Maria Urrutia

MIS
Angela Coates

Attendance Clerk
Tammy Freeman

Technology Support Specialist
Chris Winslow

Media Specialist
Cate Brandner
Media Clerk

Judy Rosell
Registrar
Kathy Ryan

Guidance Secretary
Eugenia Moore

Deans’ Office Secretary
Maryann Mlinac

Testing Secretary
J.L. Mendel-Blewett

Athletic Secretary
Clarice Dias

Kiwanis Senior Of The Month

January - Alyssa Sa February- Carson Lee

Mhs Jrotc
 The MHS JROTC program continues to 
excel in all areas. Cadet Ethan Drost accepted 
a nomination to West Point. The Drill Team and 
Color Guard took home multiple trophies from 
their competition in Williston. Their season ramps 
up with competitions in Union County and the 
state qualifier match which will be held here at 
MHS. The Rifle Team has started the season at 
4-0 with victories over Wolfson, St. Augustine, 
Paxon, and Raines. Top shooters for the rifle 
team are Evangeline Moseley, Brooke Miner, 
Gillian Mosaio, Kayla Wiesenberger, and 
Terri Arthur. They will shoot four more matches 
before the post-season matches begin. 
The JROTC Academic Team moved on to 
round 2 of the National Academic Competition. 
Last but certainly not least, the Color Guard 
honored our deceased Veterans by posting 
the Colors at the Espanola Cemetery during 
the Wreaths Across America event. 

Congratulations, Ethan Drost on his
Congressional Academy Nomination 

to West Point! 

386-445-5880 OFFICE | ColdwellBankerPremierProperties.com

Palm Coast Office | 211 St Joe Plaza Dr, Palm Coast, FL 32164

STRENGTH IN NUMBERS
90+ OFFICES | $4.75 BILLION SALES VOLUME  | 19,603 CLOSED UNITS
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Carpentry

The new Carpentry 1 class has started 
their first project, a birdhouse.

MHS Tiny House is coming along nicely. 
Thank you to AK Certified Roofing for 

donating and applying the roof. 
Next up is electrical.

Digital Media 1
CREATE DOUBLE EXPOSURE MONOGRAMS

Culinary
MAKING PROGRESS ON THE BLACK PEARL CAFE
 A big thanks to FlaglerEdFound for 
helping the culinary’s Black Pearl Cafe 
continue to move ahead. Students have 
started working on ‘front of the house 
operations’ and are learning and earning 
more industry certifications. Be sure to look 
for more news on the Black Pearl Cafe!
 Four culinary pirates recently achieved 
their ServSafe certifications. Congratulations 
to  Ashley Burdick, Elijah Ingersoll 
Alaina Rumrill, and Xander Sherman.

 Mrs. Johnston’s students are practicing 
making accurate selections and using layer 
masks to non-destructively hide portions of 
images to create these Double Exposure 
Monogram images in Photoshop. 

Alana Poole

Makayla Dacosta

Zoe Rutter

Adam Turano

Kayla Weisenberger Nicholas Znascko

Digital Media
 Mrs. Newingham’s Digital Media students 
are working with our Pirate Designers to refine 
the new brand concepts.

 

http://daytonastate.edu
https://ktimmigration.us
http://palmcoastford.com
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Key Club
 Do you want to make an impact in our local community and have fun doing it? Join the 
Matanzas Key Club! Key Club is a student-led organization that helps students complete 
community service hours. This club grants an hour of service for every meeting attended. 
Meetings are held every Tuesday after school from 2:30 - 4:00. We also participate in community 
service inside and outside of school. Some of our projects include Beach Cleanups, creating 
dog toys for the Flagler Humane Society, and wrapping books to give to kids. Along the way, we 
hold social events and parties to reward our members. Key Club is the place to give back to our 
city, and get community service hours doing it. We would love to see you at our next meeting. 

Support The Spanish Club!

Advertise in the The Hook! 

This is a wonderful way
for your company

to get community recognition
and exposure,

and at the same time
help support your local schools!

Nancy Snell
snelln@flaglerschools.com

Matanzas High School

A few spots are left! 

We need you!

http://www.seagatehomes.com
http://www.academypublishing.com/advertising.php
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Guidance News 
HOW TO PREPARE FOR SCHOLARSHIPS AND FINANCIAL AID/BRIGHT FUTURES 
AWARD MONEY
 Students - Did you know you can start preparing for scholarships and award money as 
soon as the summer after your 8th-grade year? Volunteer hours from the summer after 8th 
grade will be accepted. Scholarship committee boards are looking for an average of 150-200 
hours, participation in clubs and/or sports, taking challenging classes and earning good grades, 
preparing for the SAT and/or ACT, and developing a high school resume. Request information 
from your school counselor for more resources on scholarship, financial aid, test preparation, 
and other preparatory guides. 

LOOKING FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE HOURS?
 You need at least 100 hours to qualify for the top Bright Futures award and an average of 
250 hours to look marketable for scholarships. See the Flagler Volunteer Services website for 
volunteer opportunities - https://flaglervolunteer.org/. 

DUAL ENROLLMENT STUDENTS
 Do you want to walk across the stage to accept your Daytona State
College Diploma for Spring 2022? Please see below for important dates:
• First day to apply for graduation: January 18, 2022
• Commencement book deadline: March 22, 2022
• Last day to apply: April 29, 2022
• Commencement Ceremony: May 12, 2022
• Degree conferred: by May 21, 2022
• Diplomas mailed: June 3, 2022

BRIGHT FUTURES AWARD
 Seniors - If you have qualified for or will qualify for the Florida Financial Aid Application 
Scholarships (Bright Futures Award) you MUST complete your Florida Financial Aid Application 
BEFORE YOU GRADUATE to receive any potential award money! Please request the quick 
guide tutorial from your school counselor if needed. If you qualify for a scholarship and plan 
to attend college in Fall 2022, you will NOT receive the award money if this application is not 
completed BEFORE you graduate. Link to the Bright Futures website and application - https://
www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/SAPHome/SAPHome?url=home 

http://www.palmcoastsmiles.com
http://www.outback.com
http://www.packratpackandship.com
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GIRLS WEIGHTLIFTING TAKE
THE FIRST-PLACE TROPHY
   Congratulations to the Lady Pirate Lifters who left 
the District 7-2A girls weightlifting championships with 
a first-place trophy. This is their fifth district title, but the 
first since moving up to Class 2A. 
  Two Pirate lifters, Karissa Jackson and 
Andie Tice, broke their own school records in the 
bench press. Tice won the 129-pound title with a 
150-pound bench, and Jackson won the 139-pound 

title with a 165-pound bench. Both lifters were so far ahead of their competition that 
they each only did one clean and jerk lift, saving themselves for regionals. Congrats to all 
our Lady Lifters!

SOCCER DISTRICT CHAMPS!
 Congratulations to the boys’ soccer team and Coach 
Beto for a hard-fought game that led to a win in overtime.

TRACK AND FIELD SEASON HAS BEGUN!
 Track and Field had its first official practice on 
January 31. This year, the team welcomes two new 
coaches, Coach McCoy and Coach Cox. About 70 
student-athletes have begun training for their first meet 

to be held on February 18. Everyone has been working 
hard in order to represent Matanzas High School 
in style. Any students interested in participating in 
Track and Field should stop by and see Coach Kane. 
Expect great success from our Pirates this season.

SIGNED!
    Noah Cundiff and Ezekiel Flores have both 
signed their letters of intent to play college football. 
Congratulations!

Sports NewsSports News

Your children manage their work.
Now they can manage their money, too.
The VyStar Academy of Business gives students of Matanzas 
High School the opportunity to learn the basics of finances and 
sound money management – something every parent can be 
proud of. Let us help your student open an account and enjoy 
tons of benefits:

›  No monthly service charge

›  Access to cash, direct deposit, Mobile Banking* and more

›  Their own debit card** 

›  Special student accounts to show school spirit

›  More independence — managing their own money

›  FREE checking**vystarcu.org
800-445-6289

All new accounts are subject to approval. Programs, rates, terms, conditions and services are subject to change without notice.  
*Msg and Data Rates May Apply. **Parent or legal guardian’s signature required and are jointly responsible for the VyTeen  
savings and checking account. ©2021 VyStar Credit Union.

Join Your  
VyStar  

Mantanzas  
High School 

Branch

CLIMATE AND NON CLIMATE STORAGE UNITS
CLEAN * SAFE * SECURE

RV, TRAILER, BOAT & VEHICLE PARKING
STATE OF THE ART SURVEILLANCE SYTEM

386-263-3067GATE ACCESS 7
DAYS A WEEK

Stor-It Self Storage of Flagler County
3700 E Moody Blvd. Bunnell-Palm Coast FL 32110

www.StorItofFlaglerCounty.com

ASK ABOUT
OUR

SPECIALS!!

http://vystarcu.org
https://www.pinelakesanimal.com
https://www.stor-itselfstorage.com


ENGLISH CLASS
Guidance counselor Mrs. Stuve 
recently spent the day with Ms. 
Scott’s 9th grader English classes. 
Students were able to learn how 
to prepare now for graduation as 
well as research career options.

PHYSICAL SCIENCE CLASS 
 Mr. Bishay’s Physical 
Science class used batteries 
and wires to turn on a small 
light bulb. Students also added 
a resistor to discover its impact 
on the brightness of the bulb. 

FORENSIC SCIENCE CLASSES
Mrs. Alred’s forensic science 
students recently participated 
in a grid search.

MR. BETHEA’S
DRAWING 1
 Mr. Bethea’s Drawing 1 
class is learning a drawing 
technique using ribbon 
design with a cross-
hatching technique. Cross-
hatching is a fundamental 
technique to deepen values. 

MS. RUTLEDGE’S BEGINNING 
PAINTING CLASSES
 Here’s a small sampling of some 
awesome ink drawings completed 
by Ms. Rutledge’s beginning 
painting classes.

CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY MONTH
IN MS. TAYLOR’S PAINTING CLASSES
 Ms. Taylor’s Painting I and II classes studied 
African tribal mask designs as well as African 
patterns from traditional sources. Students then 
were encouraged to play with negative and positive 
space as they incorporated lesson elements into 
their own designs and creation.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH MUSEUM WALK 
THROUGH RETURNS
 Due to the popularity of last year’s Black 
History museum walk-through, the media center 
has partnered with Mr. Pidgeon’s and Ms. Jones’ 
English classes to host another museum walk-
through at the end of February. This year students 
are using Canva to create QR code links to Google 
slide presentations and look forward to opening the 
event for other classrooms to view and learn.

CELEBRATE LITERACY WEEK
 The end of January was Florida’s annual 
Celebrate Literacy Week. This year’s theme was 
Launchinto Literacy, Blast Off Into New Worlds! 
The week included a variety of activities focused 
on inspiring students to make reading a part of 
their daily routine.
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A Glimpse Into Pirate Classroom Happenings

Cinthia Rivera diligently adds small dots to her cross-hatch design

by Axel Mulqueen

by Cebria Hunter                             

by Kayana Green

by Emily Reyes

by Juan Cortez Linares

by Ashley Sampselle

by Sophathana Phan

Azariyah Copeland’s 
response to being 

told she’d be in 
the Hook. 

by Leah Stevens

A group of MHS SGA students shared the joy of reading with 
Wadsworth Elementary students. Students from kindergarten to third 
grade enjoyed the event which in addition to reading aloud included a 

donation of library books collected through an SGA book drive.

 Check the hallways to see what the faculty is 
reading with this year’s new ‘Currently Reading’ signs!


