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245 Cougar Way
Rotonda West, FL 33947

Phone: 
941-697-5800

 
Office Hours:

8:00a.m. to 4:15p.m.

Dear L.A. Ainger Families, 

We have wrapped up our first quarter of the school year. I am very proud of our 
students and staff with the perseverance and determination that I have witnessed 
with the aftermath of Hurricane Ian. With all that we have been through, I am very 
proud to be our new principal.

Unfortunately, due to Hurricane Ian, our PTO has had to cancel our annual golf 
tournament. Instead, PTO has planned to combine the Cougar Color Run and the 
yearly fund raiser as one event. We are planning on a Saturday in February. The 
date is to be determined. 

Our basketball season will resume in December to be followed by Volleyball, 
which will begin after the New Year. We are looking forward to seeing our student 
athletes in action. 

We are also looking forward to resuming our many clubs that we have at the 
school. Basketball and Volleyball intramurals have begun before and after school. 
We have many opportunities for our students to get involved. Please reach out to 
any staff member for more information. 

Please take some time to look through the newsletter to see all 
of the wonderful things going on at L.A. Ainger. As I have 
said, I am immensely proud to be your principal. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please 
feel free to contact us anytime. Your 
student’s success is our priority here 
at L.A. Ainger. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Fourman, Principal 

We Are Ainger Strong

Principal: 
Bruce Fourman

Assistant Principals: 
Daryl Konrardy

Nicole Davel

Guidance Counselors: 
Angela Brough

Kelly Gilbert

School Resource Officer: 
Officer Tameris

ESE Liason: 
Jennifer Delluomo
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G-1 News
G1 Classroom News! 

The school year is off to a fantastic beginning! Thank you to LA Ainger PTO for the classroom 
grants. Your hard work and generosity are greatly appreciated. The G1, Classroom Economy 
auctions are funded through these grants. Our classroom garden now has two other classes 
becoming gardeners, Mrs. Carriera and Miss Killian’s students are helping with the clean-up, 
preparation and planting of vegetables and fruit. The University of Florida donated 87 bags of 
mulch and 1,200 pounds of topsoil and manure. Another grant from The Florida Department of 
Agriculture (the garden is certified through them) will fill our 12 raised beds with a variety of 
vegetables and fruits that the students decided on. Science and math lessons flourish in the 
garden. The garden will shortly be in its glory. 

Fortify Florida

ANTHONY C. LEONARD

ROOFING

http://GraceAirConditioning.com
http://www.FindYourFloridaHome.net
http://www.crossbite.com
http://anthonycleonardroofing.com


33

Remind APP
L.A. Ainger uses the Remind App to communicate with the stakeholders in our community by sending text messages to their phones. 
Some L.A. Ainger families are already receiving information periodically via the Remind App. To subscribe to any of the classes, simple 
text the “@ code” listed below to the number 81010.

• “L.A. Ainger Middle School Families” text: @laaingermi 

• “L.A. Ainger Middle School Charlotte Buses” text: @g33g3g

• “L.A. Ainger Middle School Sarasota Buses” text: @kk43ga

• “L.A. Ainger Middle School PTO” text: @laaingerp

You may un-subscribe from any of the classes listed above at any time.

Drug Free Charlotte County
Helping Your Teen Enjoy Reading 
When my daughters were little, they loved to read. We would take trips to the library every Saturday and they would each bring home a 
big pile of books. I remember the two of them in the back of the van on the way home showing each other the books they had picked 
with such excitement. However, as they have gotten older, I have noticed that love for books dwindle, and my 16-year-old has even told 
me she “hates reading”. Gasp!

So, I began wondering if it was just my kids or if other parents had seen the same in their children. Sadly, I found that this is more 
common than you would think. I began researching ways to help my kids fall back in love with reading again, and here’s what I found:

1. It is important to help your teen find books on their reading level. At some point your child may have gotten the idea that they 
aren’t a good reader, or they may have actual difficulties with reading. Teens can often be a closed book themselves and determining 
their level of reading skills can be difficult, so starting with something that is easy but interesting can be a great way to start out.

2. Speaking of interesting… help your teen look for books that are a topic and format of interest for them. Not all reading needs to 
be thick novels. Your child might get into comic books or magazines or a downloadable book vs a physical book and that is ok. If 
your child is into becoming the next YouTube star, why not look for books on how to do that, or maybe on some YouTubers who have 
become successful. Remember that the goal is to peak interest in reading again. 

3. As much as we may want to pick out books that we think our teens might be interested in, it is important to let your teen pick their 
own books out. Head to your local library and let them browse in sections of their interest.

4. Don’t criticize. You may think what your child is reading is boring or too young for them etc. However, criticizing what your teen chooses 
to read can have a negative effect on their desire to read at all. Instead, consider encouraging them for the act of choosing to read.

5. Model reading in front of your child. If your child sees you reading frequently, they are more likely to read themselves. Even just 
having books available in your home can increase the chance that your teen will be a reader.

6. Spark a conversation about what your teen is reading. Take some time to talk to your teen about what they are reading. 
Sometimes this helps to create continued interest and it’s a wonderful way to bond as well.

Reading has many benefits for teens. Reading can help them gain knowledge, improve writing and concentration skills, and can even boost 
self-esteem and happiness. Reading together or even reading the same book and discussing it together, can also strengthen family bonds.

20222022

http://pinchapenny.com
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Band News

Pictured above is Dave Potter performing on the 
set with his jazz quartet

Jazz Band News
We are fortunate to host a Jazz Band class at Ainger Middle and have developed 
quite a reputation over the last 10 years as having a great jazz program. This 
year, we have sought help from local musician, Mr. Shawn Marren, who works 
with our class on Fridays. He is a full-time composer and jazz performer on piano 
and trumpet and is very knowledgeable about the rhythm section (piano, bass, 
drums and guitar). 

Mr. Marren has encouraged us to perform a jazz lead sheet to learn how to “read 
the changes” and speak the language of the pros. At our winter concert, we hope 
to present “Work Song” by Nat Adderley and will feature students performing the 
head, counter melody, walking bass line, and playing solos (improvising) over 
the changes. 

To give us an idea of what we need to do, Mr. Marren, who also works with 
the Charlotte County Jazz Society, brought a professional jazz combo into our 
classroom to perform and talk about creating music on the spot. It was a surreal 
experience that clearly left an impression on the students! 

Mr. Dave Jones, former middle school band 
director and current keyboard and sax player for 
Sister Hazel, works with some of the clarinets on 
the fundaments. 

Beginning Band News
Beginners met in August after school for “Basic Training” to receive their 
instruments and go over fundamentals with professionals. During the first 
school quarter, students fined tuned their skills and learned to assemble, hold, 
produce a tone, play five notes, articulate, and connect notes so they can perform 
melodies like the infamous “Hot Cross Buns!” For the second quarter, beginners 
are currently honing their skills and learning to read music in preparation for 
their first performance at the Winter Concert in December! 

This year we have 8 flutes, 26 clarinets, 16 trumpets, 12 trombones, 6 
euphoniums, 2 tubas and 8 percussionists. Some of these students will be 
transferring to similar “pathway instruments” like saxophone, French horn and 
tuba in January.

http://www.slackorthodontics.com
http://www.CBHCfl.org
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• Band Candle Fundraiser (to reduce the cost of the EOY Band Trip to Busch Gardens)

 ▫ Monday, November 28th – December 11th

 ▫ Candles to distributed at the Winter Concert

• Winter Concert for ALL Bands

 ▫ Tues. Dec. 20th at LBHS Auditorium @ 6:30pm

• There are no changes to semester two at this time

 ▫ To view the band calendar, scan the QR Code to the right

Changes to Upcoming Events and Performances
Due to Hurricane Ian, many events and performances were cancelled or changed in October 
and November. Additionally, due to changes in state testing dates and semester exams, the 
following changes were made by the Band Booster Board and Mr. Ostrow with support from 
Ainger Administration: 

Beginning Band Basic Training
Our clinicians for the day included: Jeff Mael for percussion, Dave Jones and Les Kraus for 
clarinets, Beth Morrison for flutes, and Courtney Vogelsang for low brass

3301 Placida Road (S.R. 775) • Englewood, FL 34224     |     Family Owned In Englewood, Florida Since 1997

941-698-1010
tgcarts.com

“A Breed Above the Rest”

Your Only Street Legal Authorized Dealer!

http://www.tgcarts.com/
https://www.aayenglewood.com
http://xpertechautorepair.com
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From the Ainger PTO
There are several ways to stay informed with Ainger PTO. If you are not connected with us on 
Facebook, please search for “L.A. Ainger Middle School PTO”. Remember to like our page! We 
are also using Remind. Please text “@laaingerp” to 81010. We will communicate volunteer 
opportunities as well as other events taking place at the school through Facebook and Remind 
along with email. Please share this information with anyone who may not be receiving it. 

Do you order from Amazon? Please register for Amazon Smile, and select our PTO. Amazon 
will, then, donate a portion of each order to our PTO. 

PTO meetings are held on the 2nd Monday of each month unless advance notice is given of 
a date change. Meetings are held in the LAM Media Center. The next meeting is Dec. 12th.

The Cougar Color Run will now be held Saturday 2/4…more details will be forthcoming.

Yearbook
2022- 2023 Yearbook sales are now open!
Our Cougars are LEAVING THEIR MARK here at L.A. Ainger Middle School! A great way to 
celebrate this is to buy a yearbook. This way, you will always have a reminder of the ways that 
YOU have left your mark! Visit https://yearbookforever.com/ and find our school: L.A. Ainger 
Middle School to order your copy now for the discounted price of $30.00. Sales prices will 
increase on January 1st! 

Leave YOUR MARK by uploading your school activity photos either by using the Yearbook 
Forever link above, or the YEARBOOK SNAP phone app. Our access code: Cougar.

Eighth grade parents, if you would like to add a special message for your child, there is also 
an option to purchase a personal ad.

Student Council Updates and Announcements
The Winter Barn Dance will be held at the L.A. Ainger gym on Friday, December 2nd from 6-8 
PM. Pre-sale tickets will be on-sale starting Monday, November 28th until Thursday, December 
1st for $10. Tickets will be available at the door for $15. Come join your friends in a rustic 
winter wonderland. Parent volunteers are needed and greatly appreciated. Please feel free 
to reach Mrs. Dausy at shawntel.dausy@yourcharlotteschools.net or our AMAZING PTO for 
volunteering opportunities. KONA ICE IS COMING TO AINGER!!!

Another ALL Grade Social will be added to our list of events for Wednesday December 14th, 
after school until 5:15. Join in the fun with friends, music, and sports for only $3.00. Drinks, 
snacks, and pizza will be available for purchase.

https://yearbookforever.com
mailto:shawntel.dausy@yourcharlotteschools.net
http://gasparillamarina.com
https://spinnakercafe-englewood.com/
https://www.placidawindowtreatments.com
http://tazflooringdesign.com
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Let the sponsors know 
you appreciate them!

LAAMS Cougars

Please Support
Your Local
Advertisers

The Ainger Scholastic Book Fair 
will take place 

in the media center

December 5th-December 9th

Middle School Athletics Schedule 2022-2023

+

http://mcdonalds.com/careers
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