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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Dear Falcon Families,

As we prepare to close this unique school year, I cannot help but reflect on all 
of the unusual situations we have had to overcome together as a community 
and how fortunate we are to have each other during these times. I am certain 
none of us could have ever imagined that the majority of our scholars would 
not set foot on campus for an entire school year or that our educators would 
spend over ten months hybrid teaching.

I have been amazed by the kindness, flexibility, and tenacity that all Falcons 
have demonstrated as we navigated this new and different brand of education.  
Through all of this, I know we will all come through the pandemic having 
learned critical lessons about ourselves as lifelong learners and human beings. 
Many thanks goes to our parents, guardians, faculty, and staff for supporting 
each other and above all making sure we put our scholars first!

Please look for additional communications to follow this summer in regards to 
the Quarter 4 report card, accessing State and accelerated test scores, 2021-
2022 schedules, and other information pertaining to the opening of Forest Hill 
Community High School this coming fall. As for now, I encourage all of our 
scholars to rest during our brief summer break, make good choices, and stay 
safe and well.

I look forward to seeing my Falcons back here in August!

Educationally Yours,

Esther M. Rivera

Principal

FOREST HILL COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL

fhhs.palmbeachschools.org
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School Contacts
Guidance Counselors
 Ms. Tolbert
 9th & 10th grade, A-C 
 Social Services
 Mrs. Noel
 9th & 10th grade, D-M
 Mrs. Paul
 9th & 10th grade, N-Z
 Ms. Sanchez
 9th & 10th grade ELL
 Ms. Corcoran
 11th grade, E-Z
 AICE Diploma
 Mrs. Kokotoff
 11th/12th grade, A-D 
 IB, DP & CP
 Mrs. Proby
 12th grade, E-Z
 Mr. Lares
 11th & 12th ELL

Coordinators
 Ms. Lopez 
 ESE
 Ms. Palan
 ELL
 Ms. Malone
 IB MYP & Choice 
 Programs
 Mrs. Skowron
 IB, DP & CP
 Dr. Vening
 AICE & AP

Activities
 Mrs. Burk
 Director

Athletics
 Coach Kotouch
 Director

Math Teacher of the Year Finalist
Our very own math coach, Ryan Wells, deserves a round 
of applause for being a finalist for the 2021 Palm Beach 
County High School Math Teacher of the Year. Mr. Wells 
has taught various levels of math at Forest Hill Community 
High School for the last five years and most recently became 
our math coach this past year.

Mr. Wells was recognized in front of District leadership and 
District mathematics colleagues by our principal, Ms. Rivera, 
on May 1, 2021 at a ceremony hosted by the Palm Beach 
County Council of Teachers of Mathematics held at the West Palm Beach 
Marriott. During the pandemic, he created and hosted a Math Lab for our 
Falcons that served to assist students with their math work, both in person 
and online. We are grateful for all of the hard work Mr. Wells has done to 
help the math department S-O-A-R!

Teacher Appreciation Week
Administration, the Student Government Association, 
and National Honor Society worked together in May 
to show appreciation to our teachers during Teacher 
Appreciation Week. Each day there was a special gift 
for faculty in the mailroom to show how special they 
are to the students and community.

We love our teachers and all they do for each and 
every one of our students. The job of an educator is never easy; however, this 
year has been particularly hard. Should you see one of our Falcon teachers 
out in the community, please be sure to thank them for the job they do here 
on our campus.

http://buckeyeplmg.com
http://www.hi.edu
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Mental Health Awareness Day

The month of May was designated as county-wide Mental Health 
Awareness and Trauma Informed Care Month. On May 20, 2021 
Forest Hill participated in “Get Your Green On” Mental Health 
Awareness Day by wearing green to promote mental health 
awareness and action.

On this special day, our Falcons had the opportunity to participate in 
a fun lunch to learn more about how to take care of 
their mental health and who to turn to for support.

This event was hosted by our Behavioral Health 
Professional, Ms. Latoya Pegram, and Graduation 
Coach, Ms. Linda Morris. Students enjoyed dancing 
to music, eating popcorn, and making friendship 
bracelets as well.

If school staff, students, and their families require 
emotional, wellness, or mental health support, the 
following resources may be contacted:

  Your scholar’s guidance counselor, school 
behavioral health professional, or classroom 

teacher
  The student mental health helpline 561-432-6389; Monday-

Friday  8:00am-4:30pm
  The School District of Palm Beach County Caring First Website
  Dial 2-1-1 for immediate support

Congratulations
& Farewell,

Dr. McDonnough!
Congratulations to Dr. Pamela McDonnough 
on being named the next principal of Palm 
Springs Middle School. Dr. McDonnough  
has served as Assistant Principal at Forest 
Hill Community High School for seven years 
and has made a tremendous impact on the 
lives of many Falcons. We will certainly miss 
her next year, but are thankful for all she 
has done for our school and know she will 
make an incredible principal.

Get Started today! Call us at 
561-273-6500 or visit

SouthUniversity.edu/WestPalmBeach 

*Grant is issued per credit hour, up to 12 hours and is only available for select bachelor-level programs. Up to $1,404 per quarter for select associate-level programs. “Programs, credential levels, technology, and 
scheduling options vary by school and are subject to change. Not all programs are available to residents of all U.S. states. South University, West Palm Beach, University Centre, 9801 Belvedere Rd., Royal Palm 
Beach, FL 33411. © 2021 South University. All rights reserved.”

Now offering the

Southeastern Florida
Sunshine Grant

Eligible Students qualify for
up to $1,740* per quarter

towards your tuition.

South University
introduces

ty Designed with your safe in mind 

F L E X I B L E  •  V I R T U A L  •  R E M O T E

West Palm Beach, F lor ida 

http://SouthUniversity.edu/WestPalmBeach
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Class of 2021 

Valedictorian and Salutatorian Highlight
Isabel Ostrowski is the Forest Hill Community High 
School Valedictorian for the Class of 2021. Born and 
raised in West Palm Beach, Florida, Isabel completed 
her high school education with a 5.47 Grade Point 
Average (GPA) and plans on attending the University 
of Central Florida in Orlando, Florida. She is an 

International Baccalaureate Diploma Candidate, earned the AICE Diploma 
and Cambridge Scholar Award in 2018.

Rebecca Salloum is the Forest Hill Community High 
School Salutatorian for the Class of 2021. Rebecca is a 
International Baccalaureate Diploma Candidate, has 
earned Principal’s Honor Roll all four years of high school, 
and is a Scholastic Achievement Foundation recipient. She 
is also the webmaster over the FH Key Club and serves as 
Vice President on the Senior Class Board. Miss Salloum will 
attend Florida Atlantic University in Boca Raton, Florida.

Student Body President and Senior Class President
Jemma Currie served as the 2021 Student Body President 
over the Student Government Association (SGA) this 
school year. Prior to her current position, she served as the 
SGA County Secretary. Jemma will attend the University 
of San Diego in San Diego, California where she plans on 
majoring in Environmental Science.

Jasmine Florexil has been a member of 
the Student Government Association all four years of high 
school and was elected as Class of 2021 President. Jasmine 
will be attending Florida State University in Tallahassee, 
Florida and studying Political Science.

Top 10 Falcon Scholars of the Class of 2021

Isabel 
Ostrowski

Rebecca 
Salloum

Sebastian 
Tomass

Isabella 
Mahboob

Paul
Hanson

Ian
Padgett

Haley
Wade

Natalie 
Gutierrez

Brigette 
Raudale

Humberto 
Sigler Finales

Freshmen 
Orientation

Freshmen Orientation 
will take place on July 
27, 2021 for all incoming 
freshmen. Information will 
be sent to parents and 
students electronically with 
registration information.

Please contact Lauren Burk 
if you have any questions at 
(561) 540-3089 or Lauren.
Burk@palmbeachschools.org.

GOT SPOTS?

BRETT S. DOCK, M.D., F.A.A.D. 
CRISTINA LAMPURI, M.D., F.A.A.D.

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
561.964.9671

DERMATOLOGY 
ASSOCIATES

of the Palm Beaches 

120 JFK Drive, Suite 128
Atlantis, FL 33462

(adjacent to JFK Hospital)

mailto:Lauren.Burk@palmbeachschools.org
mailto:Lauren.Burk@palmbeachschools.org
http://www.gcfcu.org
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2021

Senior Picnic
It was a day 
of excitement, 
reunited friends, 
and fun in the 
sun! The Class 
of 2021 Senior 
Picnic, hosted by Class Sponsor Ms. Gregory 
and the Senior Class Board, took place on 
May 28, 2021 on the football field. Over 300 
seniors were able to see each other for one 
last time before graduation on their high 
school campus. Scholars participated in picnic 
games, signing yearbooks, and dancing to the 
sounds of the DJ while eating Chick-fil-a and 
Kona Ice treats.

Most memorable was being able to “leave their 
mark” on the school campus by following the 
tradition of seniors adding their handprints 
to a school hallway. This years template, 
created by Art Instructors Ms. Pirisino and Ms. 
Reese, resembled something that became 
all too familiar to us all this school year… a 
Google Meet!

http://www.torerosmexicancuisine.com
http://mccranelsorthodontics.com
http://www.sneezecentral.com
http://www.congressavevet.com
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Spring Athletic Information
FHSAA Track and Field Championship

Congratulations to Chris Moore! Chris competed 
at the FHSAA Track and Field State Championship 
in the month of May in Jacksonville, Florida. This 
Falcon placed 2nd in the 200 and 800 meter and 
also placed 4th in shot put with a throw of 3.14 
meters. We are so proud of Chris and all of the 
hard work he has put in to accomplish his goals 
while proving that Falcons have grit and guts!

The Forest Hill Falcon football team took their talents back out on the field 
for the Spring Football Jamboree hosted by Wellington High School on 
Thursday, May 27, 2021.

Spring Football Jamboree
The mighty Falcons played Game 1 against Royal 
Palm Beach High School’s Wildcats. Through 
a hard fought game, Forest Hill was able to 
seal their win against Royal Palm 22-0. In this 
game we saw a 1-yard touchdown made by 
quarterback Dmitry Peters followed by a 2-point 
conversion run by Zadarius Ramsey. The team 
worked beautifully together to come out on top 
in a tough match up.

The Wellington High School Wolverines proved to be a hard competition for 
the Falcons in Game 2. Through the 15-6 tough loss, the team continued 
to work hard and stick together. We are very excited for the upcoming Fall 
2021-2022 season. This is just the beginning for the boys and new head 
coach, Jim Basford.

Winning Season for Flag Football
This past season was a fun and successful time for the 
ladies of the Falcon flag football team. The Falcons 
went 9-4 in the regular season and according to 
head coach, Anjelica Bloom, is a school record for 
Forest Hill Community High School. The Palm Beach 
Post also recognized two of our flag football scholar 
athletes in their all-county flag football lineup. 
Players Lizandra Amor and Lainey Gonzalez were 
picked for the second team while Brook Eaton and 
Taylor Brockman received honorable mentions.

The team is also excited to send Lizandra Amor to 
Keiser University on a full flag football scholarship. 
This is the first college scholarship offered to a 
Falcon in the sport. Way to go, Lizandra!

Congratulations are also in order for Coach Bloom 
who was named as Coach of the Year for flag football 
by the Palm Beach Post. The team is fortunate to 
have a coach as dedicated as Coach Bloom who has 
such passion for the sport.

http://www.tropicalfcu.com/pc-benefits
http://dewey-dental.com
http://citypizzawpb.com
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Recent Athletic College Signings

Senior Andrea Davis earned 
a scholarship for volleyball 
to attend Lake-Sumter State 
College in Leesburg, Florida. 
We are thrilled this Falcon 
will get to continue her love 
of volleyball through her 
postsecondary education. 
Congratulations, Andrea!

Emily Albelo committed to Florida 
Memorial University located in Miami 
Gardens, Florida, to play softball. The 
Lions are lucky to have another one 
of our outstanding students join their 
team! Way to go, Emily!

Senior Donovan Draper officially 
committed to the United States Naval 
Academy on April 27, 2021 in front of 
his family, coaches, teachers, and Beta 
Chi Lambda brothers.

Although talented in both basketball 
and football, Draper accepted a full 
scholarship to the US Naval Academy 
to play football. He has been an 
outstanding scholar athlete on our 
campus and we are very proud of him! 
Best wishes, Donovan!

http://www.palmbeachstate.edu
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