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Dear Clay Nation,

I hope everyone had a restful and relaxing Labor Day 
weekend. As I reflect on the first 20 days of this school 
year, I did so with great gratitude. I would first like 
to start by thanking all of our parents and families 
for their amazing support. It has been great to have 
everyone back together again. As principal of Clay 
Middle School, I am speaking on behalf of our entire 
administrative team when I say THANK YOU!

Clay Middle School believes that all students can 
achieve greatness. This year’s theme is Paving our 
Path to GREATNESS. Knowing that the path to 
greatness is not always easy and will require all of 
us as the Clay Nation building the best partnership 
we can in order for our students to reach their 
goals, together we can help our students establish 
an identity of Trojan Pride that we can all be proud 
of. As a staff, we are working hard to model for our 
students a growth mindset and the philosophy that 
persistence pays off.

As your child maneuvers through middle school, 
please know that our staff will be there to help them 
transition through these transformational years. 

There will be several exciting changes they will 
experience in the years to come.

In a school year where we are all back together 
again, our entire staff have paid special attention 
to addressing so much “newness” in our building. 
I cannot say enough about our new incoming 
sixth graders from all four of our feeder schools 
and the energy they have brought into middle 
school. In addition, we have several new Carmel 
Middle School families that were redistricted to 
Clay Middle School this year and we are so happy 
to welcome them and I am happy to report that 
they have immediately found ways to get involved 
at Clay and live out THE CLAY WAY.

THE CLAY WAY
Be Respectful  •  Be Responsible

Be Ready to Learn
Be Full of Pride

As new parents to Clay Middle School, I would like to 
remind you that if your child needs anything at all, 

...continued on the next page
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE     continues...

please do not hesitate to contact your child’s team teachers, 
individual teachers or our school administration.

In these first 20 days of school, our administrative team 
has had the pleasure of meeting with all of our grade 
level teams. Within these team settings, we talked about 
things such as the Clay Way, Who’s Who at Clay, how to 
get involved in middle school, policies/changes and 
safety updates, and last but not least, how each adult 
at Clay Middle School is here to take care of, advocate 
and support our students so they can be successful. The 
idea of being the best you can be at all times has been 
a platform here Clay since I became principal 10 years 
ago. This platform has helped us to set the standard for 
excellence at a high level and this element of our Clay 
culture focuses on our students’ well-being as we look 
to educate the whole child. When educating the whole 
child, we are intentional about the social and emotional 
health of our students as well as the academic element. 
We want each student to have opportunities for growth, 
enrichment, and involvement at Clay Middle School. 
Students are the most important part of our school 
culture and we support and encourage them to always 
live out the Clay Way each and every day.

I am confident that as your child grows and matures 
through their middle school years, the pride they will 
have for Clay will grow as well. As your child becomes part 
of Clay and begins his or her middle school experience 
please know that greatness will be surrounding them. 
I believe in leadership focused on collaboration, 

teamwork, and a sense of empowerment and caring which 
leads to the development of strong student leaders, as well 
as teacher leaders throughout our building.

Clay Middle School has a proven reputation of being 
an outstanding school with a constant commitment to 
exemplary education. Please remember that as parents 
you are also an important part of our success as a school. 
I would like to recognize your role as a parent and thank 
you for all your hard work and effort to support your child 
through these transformative years.

I challenge all Clay Trojans to continue to help us pave our 
path to greatness and together we will take Clay Middle 
School to even greater heights. As principal, I believe it is 
my position to provide vision, leadership, oversight, safety, 
and the best instruction to every student that attends 
Clay Middle School. I truly realize that success cannot be 
accomplished without an active school community to 
continue to take Clay Middle School in the direction of 
continuous success and excellence.

I am happy to announce to the Clay Nation is alive and well.

Reminder to Follow Us on Twitter
@ClayTrojans     #ClayGreatness

ONWARD TO VICTORY CLAY!

Sincerely,

Todd A. Crosby
Principal

Mr. Dave Wasemann
7th Grade Teacher
Subjects: Language Arts, Social 
Studies, and Digital Media

NEW FACES TO CLAY

Mrs. Hilary Machemer
P.E. / Wellness Teacher

Mrs. Laura Ward
7th Grade Teacher
Subjects: Science and Math

Ms. Cherie Struve
6th / 7th Grade Teacher
Subjects: Wellness and 
Digital Learning 2
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Ms. Nicole Vetter
Special Education Teacher
Subject: 6th Grade Resource Teacher

NEW FACES TO CLAY

Ms. Emily Roberts
7th Grade Teacher
Subject: English Language Arts

Mrs. Lisa Baker
Special Education Teacher
Subject: FAP (6, 7, 8th Grade 
Teacher)

Ms. Holly Flak
6th Grade Teacher
Speech Language 
Pathologist

INSTRUCTIONAL ASSISTANTS

A HUGE WELCOME TO ALL NEW FACES!

Ms. Reiko Ileleji Ms. Emily Utz Ms. Abby Burgess

Mr. Mark Bubik (not pictured)

Personalized Attention. Proven Results. 

 

http://HuntingtonHelps.com/center/carmel
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STUDENT SERVICES

Clay Middle School Student Services Department promotes the academic, 
social, emotional, and career development of all students. Our counselors 
serve as advocates for students while collaborating with parents, staff, and the 
community to assist students in reaching their full potential. Each student has a 
school counselor and school social worker assigned to them.

NEW FAMILIES 
OF CLAY 

MIDDLE SCHOOL
If you have not submitted your two 
proofs of residency (1. A purchase 
agreement, closing documents, deed, 
lease, mortgage document, property 
tax statement, AND 2. A gas or electric 
utility bill-other utilities are not 
accepted) please bring in a current 
copy to the office or scan and email 
Holly Baker Banninga at hbakerba@
ccs.k12.in.us.

THE GREEN 
SCENE

The Team Atlas Green Team is 
once again collecting gently 
used athletic shoes to donate to 
the MORE Foundation Group. 
Proceeds from the shoes fund 
their ongoing reforestation 
projects. Thousands of trees 
are planted and protected each 
year! Donating shoes helps 
keeps them out of our landfills.

Collection boxes can be found 
across from the main office and 
in the 7th grade hallway.

Please donate your gently used 
athletic shoes today.

2021-2022  STUDENT  SERVICES  STAFF
➢ Holly Baker Banninga
Administrative Assistant

➢ Kelli Grogg, Ed.S., NCSP
School Psychologist

➢ Michelle Janson, PhD
Counselor
All 7th Grade
6th Grade Teams 6-2 & 6-3

➢ Erin Naas
Counselor
All 8th Grade
6th Grade Team 6-1

➢ Gina Potter, LCSW
Social Worker
All 7th Grade
6th Grade Teams 6-2 & 6-3

➢ Britney Coats, LCSW
Social Worker
All 8th Grade
6th Grade Team 6-1

During these first weeks of school, our Student Services staff is taking time to 
introduce ourselves and check in with students. Students can request a meeting 
with their counselor or social worker through our Student Services Canvas page. 
We encourage parents as observers on our Canvas page as this is a great way to see 
additional tips and strategies that we will share throughout the year.

If your student is experiencing a time of adjustment, know that they are not alone. 
Middle school is a great opportunity for students to meet new people, develop 
independence and responsibility, and begin to consider future goals but it can also 
be a difficult time, as there are a lot of changes. In our roles, the Clay Student Services 
staff is here to help students consider and develop skills to navigate middle school.

We have also offered a time for students brand new to Carmel Clay Schools as well as 
those who were full-time virtual last year to come together (photos below!).Talking 
together allows students to connect, relate, and to get answers to questions. We 
encourage all students to continue to reach out to teachers, student services, and 
Clay staff when they need help.

mailto:hbakerba@ccs.k12.in.us
mailto:hbakerba@ccs.k12.in.us
http://www.finkelmeierorthodontics.com
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CarmelClaySchools @myccs CarmelClaySchools

A MESSAGE FROM 
MRS. COATS AND 

MRS. POTTER
Dear Parents and Families,

We want to ensure all students have the necessary 
resources to inspire greatness. If your family 
is in need of assistance throughout the year 
please contact your child’s School Social Worker 
or complete our Family Resource Assessment 
https://goo.gl/forms/QN5wQQCNI6iKxYa43

Free and Reduced Meal Application is available 
Online at EZMealApp.com

http://www1.ccs.k12.in.us/district/food-services/
free-meals

Please remember this must be completed 
every year. If there are any questions please 
contact our Social Workers!

-Mrs. Coats & Mrs. Potter

https://goo.gl/forms/QN5wQQCNI6iKxYa43
EZMealApp.com
http://www1.ccs.k12.in.us/district/food-services/free
http://www1.ccs.k12.in.us/district/food-services/free
http://EZMealApp.com
http://vetcheckpucc.com
http://offthewallsports.net
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http://kidscoats.org
http://clubpilates.com
http://www.image360indynw.com
http://www.neomsindy.com
http://carmel.roadstardriving.com
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1. GIVE TO OUR "CHAMPIONS OF CLAY" 
FUNDRAISER! All proceeds benefit our 
students and staff.

  Text "GIVECLAY" to 44-321. Credit 
card, ApplePay and ACH (check/debt) 
donations are accepted!

  Donation portal: https://secure.givelive-
ly.org/donate/clay-middle-school-par-
ent-teacher-organization

2. Order spirit wear by Friday, September 
3rd at: https://clayspiritwear2021.
itemorder.com/sale?read_message=
true&fbclid=IwAR2KczgCnO6c1NJS9
c6c0-amXiFrxX76S__XCucKnnt3fwX-
3Wf6JSckl90

3. Mark your calendar for our Tropical 
Sno dine-to-donate day on Saturday, 
September 11th! (see the PTO Dine to 
Donate flyer)

4. Follow Clay PTO on Facebook @
ClayMiddlePTO and Twitter @ClayPTO for 
the latest info!

WASHINGTON DC 
TRIP UPDATE

The Washington DC trip planning is on 
schedule. We will be asking for roommate 
requests soon.

https://secure.givelively.org/donate/clay
https://secure.givelively.org/donate/clay
https://clayspiritwear2021.itemorder.com/sale?read_message=true&fbclid=IwAR2KczgCnO6c1NJS9c6c0-amXiFrxX76S__XCucKnnt3fwX-3Wf6JSckl90
https://clayspiritwear2021.itemorder.com/sale?read_message=true&fbclid=IwAR2KczgCnO6c1NJS9c6c0-amXiFrxX76S__XCucKnnt3fwX-3Wf6JSckl90
https://clayspiritwear2021.itemorder.com/sale?read_message=true&fbclid=IwAR2KczgCnO6c1NJS9c6c0-amXiFrxX76S__XCucKnnt3fwX-3Wf6JSckl90
https://clayspiritwear2021.itemorder.com/sale?read_message=true&fbclid=IwAR2KczgCnO6c1NJS9c6c0-amXiFrxX76S__XCucKnnt3fwX-3Wf6JSckl90
https://clayspiritwear2021.itemorder.com/sale?read_message=true&fbclid=IwAR2KczgCnO6c1NJS9c6c0-amXiFrxX76S__XCucKnnt3fwX-3Wf6JSckl90
http://mathnasium.com/carmel
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NEW BOX TOPS COLLECTION
EASIER THAN EVER!
Help Clay earn with Box Tops for Education. Simply, follow these steps to create an 
account, then it is as easy as scanning your receipt:
1. Go to Home - Box Tops for Education
2. Create an account (& add the app to your phone)
3. Select "Clay Junior High School"
4. Anytime you shop, scan your receipt. If there are 

qualifying items, money will automatically get 
added to the Clay account.

Media Center Volunteers
Volunteer duties are numerous and include student book check in/check 
out, book covering, media center displays and projects and shelving books. A 
background check through Carmel Clay Schools is required of all volunteers. If 
you are interested in joining our media center team please contact coordinator 
Angela Frazier claymediavolunteer@gmail.com.

Reward: PRICELESS

https://www.boxtops4education.com/
mailto:claymediavolunteer@gmail.com
http://aspireindiana.org
http://kotocarmel.com
http://lomaneyecare.com
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FROM THE CAFETERIA

It is so wonderful to see our student body back in full force! Though we’re faced with 
some challenges, we are grateful to see these kids every day.

As I’m sure you’re aware, food shortages are nationwide and our school district is 
no exception. We are experiencing a high volume of both unavailable product and 
last-minute substitutions from all our vendors.

Between Clay’s increased enrollment, the free meal waiver, staffing and food 
shortages, weekly menu changes should be expected. We will do our best to offer 
the main hot entrée choice on our menu (as long as it’s available), but substitutions 
may occur. At this time, we are unable to offer a second hot entrée choice. Also, 
there may be days where we will have to limit entrees to one per student due to 
product availability.

Please know we are doing our very best to provide a good, healthy lunch to each and 
every student each and every day! We appreciate your patience and understanding!

If you or someone you know is interested in working for CCS Food Service, we have 
immediate openings available at many of our schools! Apply today! www.applitrack.
com/ccs/onlineapp

As always, feel free to call or email with any questions or concerns!

Amy Glover, Café Manager
(317)844-7251 X6755  |  aglover@ccs.k12.in.us

Please remember to 
call the school’s Main 
Office (317-844-7251) 
or our Attendance Line 
(317-571-4450) for ALL 
attendance issues before 
8:30am on the day of the 
occurrence:

Full Day Absences

Late Arrivals

If you are picking up 
your child early, please 
call the Main Office 
(317-844-7251) when 
you are on your way and 
we will call for your child 
to meet you in the office 
for you to sign out.

www.applitrack.com/ccs/onlineapp
www.applitrack.com/ccs/onlineapp
mailto:aglover@ccs.k12.in.us
http://IndividualizedTherapySolutions.com
http://www.swensonlegal.com
http://springhettidentistry.com


10
FINDING THE POWER OF OUR   OUR STUDENTS... OUR PARENTS... AND OUR COMMUNITY

Paving Our Path To GreatnessPaving Our Path To Greatness
FREE WAYS TO BENEFIT 

CLAY
FREE and EASY way to raise money for our school: By 
signing up with the following link, Kroger will donate 
a portion of your shopping trips (when you use your 
Kroger Rewards card) directly to Clay Middle.

https://www.kroger.
com/account/en-
rollCommunityRe-
wardsNow

School code is 
#RK877 for 'Clay 
Middle School'. 
Sign up now!

Clay Middle participates 
in AmazonSmile dona-
tion program! A por-
tion of your purchases 
will be directly donated 

back to Clay Middle at no cost to you. Please click on the 
unique link below to be taken to smile.amazon.comwhere 
you will be automatically asked to support "Clay Middle 
School PTO". Our unique charity link is: https://smile.ama-
zon.com/ch/23-7374823/.

CONNELL MICHAEL KERR, LLP |  550 CONGRESSIONAL BLVD. | SUITE 115 | CARMEL, IN 46032
PH: (317) 343-4482 | FX: (317) 348-2916 | cmklawfi rm.com

ERIN CONNELL 
 Managing Partner

SE LECTED TO SUPER LAWYERS

CATHERINE MICHAEL 
Managing Partner

SE LECTED TO SUPER LAWYERS

Connell Michael Kerr, LLP is a full service family law firm 
dedicated to serving our clients with zealous advocacy and 
compassion. We assist clients in a variety of family law 
matters including prenuptial and postnuptial agreements, 
divorce, child support and custody disputes, property 
division, surrogacy and reproductive law, as well as personal 
injury and education law matters. Our dedicated team of 
attorneys is focused on providing clients outstanding 
advocacy and comprehensive legal advice even in the most 
complex circumstances. Conveniently located in Carmel, our 
family law office serves clients throughout central Indiana.

https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
smile.amazon.comwhere
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23
http://cmklawfirm.com
http://carmelsymphony.org
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OFFICER UPDATE
Hello, my name is Officer Greg Dewald. I am starting my 13th school year as Clay 
Middle School’s Resource Officer. I have been a police officer for 24 years and can 
say without a doubt, this is the best assignment as a police 
officer I have had. I will be talking the kids about school 
safety, drugs, friendships, and alcohol throughout this 
school year. If there is anything I can help with, please feel 
free to reach out to me here at the school or send me an 
email at, gdewald@carmel.in.gov or gdewald@ccs.k12.in.us.

Officer Greg Dewald, School Resource Officer Clay Middle
Carmel Police Department  |  gdewald@carmel.in.gov

2
0
2
1

2
0
2
2

The AVID program has gotten off to a great start at Clay! Seventh grade students are 
learning new methods of organization to ensure their success this year, while eighth 
graders are perfecting the process. AVID 7 is beginning to teach students about the 
focused note-taking process and explaining the curve of forgetting, which serves as 
the "why" for taking notes. Eighth grade students are fine-tuning their notetaking 
and will soon begin conducting tutorials in class. One of the pillars of the AVID 
program is student agency. Both AVID classes are helping students set goals for 
first quarter and discussing the necessary steps each need to take to be successful. 
We look forward to helping students create positive habits that will lead them to 
meeting their goals all year long! If you are interested in learning more about the 
AVID program for your student, please visit the following link: AVID Program.

Advancement via 
Individual Determination

mailto:gdewald@carmel.in.gov
mailto:gdewald@ccs.k12.in.us
mailto:gdewald@carmel.in.gov
http://atistage.org


12
FINDING THE POWER OF OUR   OUR STUDENTS... OUR PARENTS... AND OUR COMMUNITY

Paving Our Path To GreatnessPaving Our Path To Greatness

CLAY STUDENTS HELP OPEN UP THE SCHOOL

Thank you to our bus drivers!!

**Take note these photos were taken before August 16, 2021, when new mask mandates were put into effect.

Current COVID Face Coverings (Masks/Face Shields) Mandate
All Carmel Clay students and staff, grades K-12 will be required to wear a mask beginning Monday, August 16, 2021. 
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“CLAY’S FUTURE IS SO BRIGHT WE ALL  
HAVE TO WEAR SHADES”

This past Friday we handed out a pair of sunglasses to every Clay middle school student and staff member. A special thank 
you goes out to our awesome Clay PTO.  We appreciate all their hard work to reach out school fundraising goal for this year.  
“CLAY’S FUTURE IS SO BRIGHT WE ALL HAVE TO WEAR SHADES”.
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FOLLOW US ON TWITTER:
@ CLAYTROJANS

MEET THE 
ADMINISTRATORS

Brooke Cole,   Assistant Principal
18 years in education
I’ve been in CCS for 13 years; starting my 
4th year at Clay
My favorite thing about Clay is the school 
culture and family. It always brings me 
joy to be around students and staff who 
live out the Clay Way and show respect, 
responsibility, are ready to learn and full 
of Clay pride.

Todd Crosby,   Principal
27 years in public education (12 years of 
teaching and coaching at both middle 
school and high school levels and now 
starting my 15th year as an administrator)
I have been in Carmel Clay Schools (CCS) 
for 10 years; starting my 10th year as 
principal at Clay Middle School
My favorite thing about Clay is the 
people (from the students to the 
adults). We have worked hard to build a 
culture of GREATNESS that our students, 
parents and staff can be proud of.  We 
are so lucky to have a strong school 
community with the Clay Nation.  I take 
great pride in being the principal at Clay 
and continuing to learn something new 
every day from our students and staff 
as we all strive to live out the Clay Way.  
ONWARD TO VICTORY CLAY!

John Corcoran,   Athletic Director
This is my 19th year in education
I’ve been at Clay Middle School for  
18 years
My favorite thing about Clay is the 
positive educational and extra-curricular 
environment. I am extremely fortunate to 
have the opportunity to watch students 
perform in the activities they love.

Mark Smith,   Assistant Principal
This year is my 34th year in Carmel Clay 
Schools and 28th at Clay Middle School. It 
is a joy to be part of a school community 
where parents are actively involved and 
seeking to build partnerships with the 
schools—this truly gives us the best 
chance to help students find success. I 
love that we have an experienced and 
devoted staff that goes above in beyond 
in helping to provide for our students. I’m 
looking forward to a great year.

http://applitrack.com/ccs/onlineapp

