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ADMINISTRATION

Dear Clay Nation,

TEAMWORK
I would like to start by 
saying a sincere THANK 
YOU to all of you for 
helping us get through 
a rather challenging 
school year with a 
lot of changes due 
to Covid-19. Even through these challenges and 
obstacles, I do feel this was a successful school year 
where we have a lot to be grateful for. It we take 
time to reflect back on last March when Covid-19 
essentially shut down our world, we have come a 
long way. This year has brought sadness, joy, anxiety, 
peace, and happiness. We have witnessed people 
showing courage, love and kindness to help one 
another. These random acts of kindness are what 
makes our community strong and these same acts 
are what make us stop and take a moment to reflect 
on what truly is most important. As principal of 
Clay Middle School, please know how truly grateful 

I am to have had the support of our Clay Nation 
community throughout this school year. The success 
of making it through this year when it was uncertain 
whether we would, makes it all the more special that 
our students got to be in school learning and our 
teachers teaching. In my twenty-six years in public 
education I have never encountered a year like this 
one. As a leader, I was reminded quite often that you 
can only control what you can control and every day 
requires effort and doing your best. This school year 
also helped me to appreciate the true meaning of 
TEAMWORK and what we all had to do together as 
ONE school community to ensure that our students, 
families, teachers, staff knew they were cared for.

As we approach the final stretch of the “marathon” 
that we call the 2020-2021 school year, we do so with 
one thing in mind… FINISH STRONG! Sometimes 
the toughest thing for our students during their 
adolescent years is to stay focused as there is a great 
deal going on towards the end of the school year and 
with the pandemic this was even more magnified.

...continued on the next page

Building a Legacy of Greatness!Building a Legacy of Greatness!



2 Building a Legacy of Greatness!Building a Legacy of Greatness!
FINDING THE POWER OF OUR   OUR STUDENTS... OUR PARENTS... AND OUR COMMUNITY

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE     continues...

...continued on the next page

As summer break is quickly approaching we ask for your 
continued efforts to best support your child during this 
time when final projects and assignments are coming due. 
As parents, please take the time to give your children a hug 
and tell them how proud you are of them and all they have 
done this year. Our students have made it through a difficult 
year (hybrid schedule, some were all virtual students, they 
had to learn how to manage their time and assignment load, 
they missed their friends in school, and they learn firsthand 
how to reach out and advocate for themselves when they 
needed help. These are all important life skills and part of 
their social emotional growth as an adolescent, and they will 
benefit from it in the future.

Clay Highlights
Clay’s Spring 5th Grade Open House
On May 12th we welcomed all of our 5th grade families to 
Clay Middle School and it was a huge success. This is always 
an exciting evening meeting our future Clay Trojans and 
their families. The evening was filled with guided tours with 
questions and answers and then every student received a 
Clay t-shirt and a prepackaged cookie. We are thrilled to be 
welcoming 5th graders from Mohawk Trails, Woodbrook, 
Prairie Trace and Cherry Tree. Our Clay Student Services 
Department (Mrs. Naas, Mrs. Coats, Mrs. Potter and Mrs. 
Gruber (Mrs. Janson) do a phenomenal job of organizing this 
evening for our families as they arrive for the evening. Clay is 
very excited to welcome all of our new incoming 6th graders 
in August. Gear up for GREATNESS!! A special thanks goes 
out to several of our Clay student leadership NJHS that had 
over 40 students help with these tours for our students. Clay 
wishes all of our current 5th graders a great summer break.

Welcome to the Clay Nation!
On May 13th, we welcomed all of our redistricted students 
that were rising 7th and 8th graders coming from Carmel 
Middle School and we had a great turn out. It was nice to 
welcome everyone to the Clay Nation – we look forward to 
great future together.

Clay’s Spring Musical - The Lion King Jr. was Outstanding!
Thank you to all of the cast and care of Clay’s spring 
musical The Lion Jr., had three shows with limited capacity 
due to Covid 19 restrictions. Clay had shows on Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday. A huge applause goes out to Mrs. 

Miranda Susie (cast) and Mr. Patrick Anderson (crew) for 
all of their leadership and effort behind the scenes with 
pulling this musical off. Special thanks also goes out to all 
of our parents that put in countless hours in order to give 
our students this opportunity to perform and entertain in 
front of our school community.

Teacher Appreciation Week
During the week of May 3-7, Clay celebrated our teachers 
for all they do for our students, school and greater school 
community. Clay has a rich tradition of excellence with a hard-
working teaching staff that is committed to our student’s 
success and social and emotional well-being. Teachers are 
inspiring our students to GREATNESS each day - thank you 
to all teachers for everything they do each day.

Nurse Appreciation Week
During the week of May 10-14, Clay celebrated Nurse 
Appreciation Week and throughout the week recognized all 
the important work Ms. Julie Collings and Ms. Mindy Meyer 
does for Clay Middle School to take care of our students 
and staff. They are both very caring and responsive to our 
student’s needs. Keep up the great work. THANK YOU!

National Police Week
During the week of May 17-21, Clay celebrates National 
Police Week and throughout the week we are recognizing all 
the important work our Clay School Resource Officer Greg 
Dewald does for Clay Middle School to keep our students 
and staff safe. You are awesome – THANK YOU!

ILEARN was a Success!
The first year of ILEARN is successfully completed. I would 
like to compliment our students, our entire teaching staff 
and all of our support staff who helped prepare for such 
a big endeavor. In addition, I would also like to give a big 
thank you to Mrs. Brooke Cole (Clay Testing Coordinator / 
Assistant Principal), Mr. Jeff Naas (Clay Special Education 
Department Chairperson), and Mrs. Holly Baker-Banninga 
(Clay Student Services Administrative Assistant) who 
played a huge role in working with our nine grade level 
teams across the building to organize the entire building’s 
testing schedule, host training sessions prior to testing 
and ensuring that all students needs were met during this 

CLAY NATION: WE WANT TO BE THE BEST AT GETTING BETTER
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state wide testing period. In a normal school year, this is 
something that talks so much organization and attention 
to detail, but due to the pandemic things were even more 
challenging because all of our students have to be tested, 
even our virtual students that have not been in person 
with us this school year. KUDOS to our entire testing team 
and our entire teaching staff.

Clay Spring Sports
Our spring sports for softball, baseball and track and field 
are starting to come to a close and it has been an impressive 
spring. Our student athletes have been competing 
hard and representing Clay Middle School with great 
sportsmanship. Win or lose, our teams play with character. 
In victory, they are humble and appreciative and they do 
it with class. On the other hand, in the face of defeat they 
find a way to keep a positive attitude and learn from the 
loss. For example, they figure out how to fight back and 
compete. As parents, please be proud of this observation. 
This is the result of good parenting and support for your 
children as they go through their adolescent years and 
grow and mature. I would like to take a moment to thank all 
of our coaches and our athletic director, John Corcoran for 
all of their support in modeling a winning attitude for our 

student athletes. I would also like to thank you as parents 
for all of your support and pride for Clay Middle School. 
For more information, please feel free to contact our 
Clay Activities / Athletic Director, Mr. John Corcoran 
at jcorcoran@ccs.k12.in.us OR visit our new website at 
www.ccs.k12.in.us/clm/athleticcs/.

I challenge all Clay Trojans to continue to help us Build 
A Legacy of Greatness and together we will take Clay 
Middle School to even greater heights. As principal, I 
believe it is my position to help provide vision, leadership, 
oversight, safety and the best instruction to every student 
that attends Clay Middle School. I truly realize that 
success cannot be accomplished without an active school 
community to continue to take Clay Middle School in the 
direction of continuous success and excellence. I am happy 
to announce that the Clay Nation is alive and well!

THANK YOU FOR A WONDERFUL 2020-21 SCHOOL YEAR!
HAVE AN AWESOME SUMMER CLAY NATION!

Sincerely,

Todd A. Crosby
Principal

BE AWARE OF THE FOLLOWING CHANGES FOR 2021-22 SCHOOL YEAR

FIRST STUDENT DAY IS NOW
AUGUST 12TH!

Please make this change to your calendars.

Personalized Attention. Proven Results. 

 

mailto:jcorcoran@ccs.k12.in.us
www.ccs.k12.in.us/clm/athleticcs
http://HuntingtonHelps.com/center/carmel
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CELEBRATING IN MAY
Asian American Pacific Islander Heritage
The month of May is an opportunity to celebrate Asian American 
Pacific Islander Heritage. In the US, there are over 22 million Asian 
Americans and over 1.6 million Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islanders.

AAPI Heritage Month began in 1978, and it all started because of a 
woman named Jeanie Jew. She wanted to honor her own family’s 
heritage. Her great-grandfather came to the US from China and was 
one of 20,000 Chinese workers to build the transcontinental railroad. 
She wanted all Americans to celebrate the contributions and history 
of Asian and Pacific Islanders in the US.

We celebrate AAPI Month in May because that’s when Chinese 
workers finished building the transcontinental railroad and it’s 
also the month when the first known Japanese immigrant came 
to the US.

Asian Americans & Pacific Islanders actually represent people from a 
wide variety of countries -- from China to India, native Hawaiians to 
Pakistan, and the Philippines to Japan. In May, we’ll celebrate how 
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders have positively impacted our 
country by highlighting people, history, and traditions.

Jewish American Heritage Month
May is also Jewish American Heritage Month, a chance to celebrate 
all the ways Jewish Americans have developed our nation. This 
heritage month began in 2006 and pays tribute to over 365 years of 
contributions from Jewish men and women in the US.

The first Jewish families moved to Indianapolis in 1849. Today, there 
are tens of thousands of Jewish people in Hamilton County creating 
our beautiful community.

Core+
Join us by taking part in celebrations during Core+ throughout the 
month of May. Listen to the announcements and check with your 
Core+ teacher for opportunities!

6TH GRADE
SOCIAL STUDIES

This year the sixth-grade students participated in a 
writing competition sponsored by the Sertoma Club 
of Broad Ripple. The Sertoma Club of Broad Ripple was 
chartered in 1958. It is a service organization. Sertoma 
is an acronym for “Service to Mankind”. The Sertoma 
Club of Broad Ripple has sponsored the National 
Heritage Essay Contest for over 30 years for sixth grade 
students in public, private, and parochial schools in 
the Greater Indianapolis area. “What Freedom Means 
to Me” was the topic students addressed. This writing 
allowed students to apply what they have learned 
from the social studies classroom. Each classroom 
will nominate 3 students. We look forward to hearing 
which students will win the National Heritage Contest.

NATIONAL JUNIOR 
HONOR SOCIETY

At the conclusion of the 2020-2021 school year, those 
7th grade students with a cumulative GPA of 3.7 or 
higher will be invited to apply for Clay’s National Junior 
Honor Society. In addition to academic achievement, 
we prioritize characteristics of leadership, character 
and service in our NJHS members. Those meeting the 
GPA standard to be invited to apply will receive a link 
to an electronic application via primary parent email 
and student Canvas messaging. A faculty council 
will review all applications. Final acceptances will be 
communicated in August and, as always, we will aim 
to hold our induction ceremony in late September/
early October. We’re looking forward to working with 
an active NJHS group next year!

http://www.finkelmeierorthodontics.com
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CARMEL YOUTH CAMP

Carmel Clay Schools is happy to announce the USDA has again issued 
funding through June 2022 to support Safe Reopening and Healthy, 
Nutritious Meals. What does this mean for you?

School Lunch meals will be FREE again for all students during the 2021-
2022 school year!

Families may want to continue maintaining a balance in their student’s 
lunch account to cover any ala carte/extra items not covered by the USDA 
FREE meal program. Food selections other than the USDA-approved 
complete school breakfast and school lunch meals will continue to be 
charged ala carte pricing.

Lunch Account Balance Options

• Rollover: Each year, any unused funds on your child’s lunch account 
automatically carry over to the new school year, even if your child 
changes schools within the district.

• Transfer: Student balances will automatically transfer to younger 
siblings when leaving the District, when applicable. Please email Food 
Services to request a transfer of funds.

• Donate: Student balances can be donated to other students in need 
of meal assistance in the District. Please email Food Services to donate.

Please refer to the Parent Resource, Lunch Tools for more information.

Thank you,
Carmel Clay Schools

Hosted by: The Carmel Police Department

When: July 26th-30th

Time: Mon - Thurs: 8am-3pm
Friday: noon-6pm

Where: Carmel Middle School
300 S. Guilford Rd.
Carmel, IN 46032

Age Requirements: 11-12 years old

Price: FREE!
Some camp activities include:

K-9 demo, SWAT demo, Drone demo, 
Motorcycle demo, Tours of the Police & Fire 
departments, Mock Crime Scene Investigation, 
a service project, and much more!

Apply online at:
www.carmel.in.gov

OR
scan this QR code

mailto:esc_foodservice%40ccs.k12.in.us?subject=
mailto:esc_foodservice%40ccs.k12.in.us?subject=
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/L_RFKT-aoNbwdprrxZJ-gg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRiaUd6P0QhaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY2NzLmsxMi5pbi51cy9wYXJlbnRzVwdzY2hvb2xtQgpgh_oTiGA_drDoUhNqbWFubkBjY3MuazEyLmluLnVzWAQAAAAB
www.carmel.in.gov
http://vetcheckpucc.com
http://offthewallsports.net
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FINAL AVID SPOTLIGHT
8th grade AVID students are mentally preparing for their high school careers 
to begin! As they discuss the relevant AVID techniques and skills that will help 
them find success in their high school endeavors, AVID students feel prepared 
for the challenges and opportunities they will face in the upcoming school year. 
AVID has encouraged students to set lofty goals for themselves and students are 
now ready to achieve them!

Nearly all 7th grade AVID students will continue with AVID 8 at Clay next school 
year. As these students reflect on AVID 7, they are more confident and prepared 
for the challenges to come in 8th grade. Tutorials, focused note-taking, and higher-
level thinking/questioning are just a small part of the great skills students have 
developed in 7th grade AVID. Students have set goals for themselves for next year 
and are ready, with the help of AVID 8, to strive to reach them!

The AVID program at Clay is dedicated to developing the whole student. The three 
pillars of the program focus on student agency, academic preparedness, and 
opportunity knowledge. AVID teaches students to advocate for themselves, prepare 
for academic rigor, and explore the many different college and career opportunities 
available to them. Applications for the next school year are closed. New applications 
will be accepted beginning in late October/ early November for the 2022 school 
year. Details will be in the newsletter at that time.

FROM THE PTO EXEC TEAM
Wow - we are approaching the end of a school year that many of us were skeptical 
about! Kudos to the teachers, staff, and students who have persevered through 
virtual learning, hybrid school, zoom meetings, spectator-less sporting events, 
quarantine, and more!

Teacher Appreciation Week was May 3-7, and the PTO showed the Clay teachers 
how great they are each day of the week with notes and treats! We encourage you 
or your child to write notes to teachers who have made this year special, even after 
the week has ended - our teachers have done an AMAZING job this year with all of 
the challenges they have faced.

We also invite all parents to join us for our final Clay PTO meeting of the year on May 
14 at 2pm. The location is yet to be determined - possibly at an off-site location! Please 
see the google form to get more information and join us at the meeting to see how 
you can get involved! You can also email us at 'claypto.16@gmail.com' for details.

mailto:claypto.16@gmail.com
http://clubpilates.com
http://www.image360indynw.com
http://www.neomsindy.com
http://carmel.roadstardriving.com
http://gamersedgepc.com
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MEDIA CENTER 

NEWS
As our school year draws to a close I want 
to thank everyone for all their hard work 
and dedication that made this a great 
year for the Clay Middle School Media 
Center. Our volunteers who commit their 
time and energy whom we could not 
do without! Special thanks to our new 
volunteer coordinator Angela Frazier! 
Our media center manager, Carole 
FitzGerald, thank you for all you do from 
helping our students to training our 
volunteers and so much more!

Dates to Note
May 7: Last day for book checkout- 
Students will be getting paper notices in 
their ELA classes of any overdue items and 
parents will be notified via email from our 
automated system.

May 14: ALL BOOKS ARE DUE

Families & Friends of Clay Middle 
School Students: Volunteer Openings
We will have 10-12 volunteer openings next 
year due to “graduations” and we will need 
your help! Volunteers serve on a bi weekly 
rotation but we also have a sub list that you 
can join. Volunteer duties are numerous; a 
few examples include student book check 
in/check out, book covering, media center 
displays and projects and shelving books. 
A background check through Carmel Clay 
School is required of all volunteers. If you are 
interested in joining our media center team or 
want more information please contact Angela 
Frazier at claymediavolunteer@gmail.com.

2021 SUMMER BOOK CHECKOUT
Book Check Out Permission Slip

I give my child ________________________________________(print first and 
last name) permission to check out up to 8 books from the Clay Middle School 
Media Center Library for the 2021 summer.

I understand that all borrowed books must be returned in good condition to 
the Clay Middle School Media Center during open summer hours* or the first 
week of school, August 10-13th.

I am responsible for any fees or replacement costs for damagewd or 
unreturned books.

Parent Signature: ____________________________________________________

Parent Name Printed: ________________________________________________

Parent Email: _______________________________________________________

Students must return the above portion to the media center and be in 
good standing (no overdue or unreturned books) to check out books on 

May 21st -27th for 2021 summer checkout.

KEEP THIS REMINDER!
Clay Middle School Media Center 2021 Summer Checkout
*The Clay Middle School Media Center will be open for book checkout and return 
on Tuesday, June 29th from 10:00 a.m.-Noon for current 6th and 7th grade Clay 
students/families. Books may be returned to the book drop in the Clay Middle 
School Lobby during open building hours throughout the summer also.

Deadline for all 8th grade students is June 30th!
21st Century Scholars is a scholarship which provides 
eligible students up to four years of undergraduate 
tuition at any participating public college or university 
in Indiana. To learn more or enroll visit http://scholars.
in.gov/parents/enroll/. For questions, please contact 
Gina Potter at gpotter@ccs.k12.in.us.

mailto:claymediavolunteer@gmail.com
http://scholars.in.gov/parents/enroll
http://scholars.in.gov/parents/enroll
mailto:gpotter@ccs.k12.in.us
http://mathnasium.com/carmel


8 Building a Legacy of Greatness!Building a Legacy of Greatness!
FINDING THE POWER OF OUR   OUR STUDENTS... OUR PARENTS... AND OUR COMMUNITY

FALL SPORTS
Fall sporting teams for the 2021-2022 academic year are starting to post start dates 
on the Clay webpage. For more detailed information on fall sports and their start 
dates please visit the 2021 Fall Starting Dates google sheet located on the Clay 
Athletics webpage. 7th & 8th grade 2021 fall cheerleading tryouts will take place 
May 18th, 19th, & 20th. All interested families should complete this google form.

**NEW** - All required forms for Clay Athletics need to be submitted through 
Register My Athlete. As you register your child in RMA you will be asked to select 
the sport(s) that might interest your child. If you are not familiar with how to use 
RMA please use this link to find directions.

If you would like to contact the head coach of a specific sport directly, you can find 
their email addresses on the Clay webpage under the Athletics tab and teams.

NEW BOX TOPS COLLECTION
EASIER THAN EVER!
Help Clay earn with Box Tops for Education. Simply, follow these steps to create an 
account, then it is as easy as scanning your receipt:

1. Go to Home - Box Tops for Education

2. Create an account (& add the app to your phone)

3. Select "Clay Junior High School"

4. Anytime you shop, scan your receipt. If there are 
qualifying items, money will automatically get 
added to the Clay account.

https://www.ccs.k12.in.us/clm/athletics
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ese1XXOxqwtBjfZTYvPMYFWqhStaBXwRBxdKcnTZgE0/edit?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/ii2oVJQhQFUuf1po7
https://www.registermyathlete.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-ldxnpHGXdZvy8J2XSvKtl-gzC2T42B4_pzHKR-crl0/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.ccs.k12.in.us/clm/athletics
https://www.ccs.k12.in.us/clm/athletics/teams
https://www.boxtops4education.com/
http://aspireindiana.org
http://kotocarmel.com
http://lomaneyecare.com
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MATHCOUNTS NATIONALS

Clay hosted the Indiana Mathcounts team this year for the “virtual” 2021 National Mathcounts 
Competition on May 8-10. In a normal year, the event would be held in Washington, DC with 
224 competitors representing 56 states and territories. This year the event was on zoom, but 
we were able to get the Indiana students together safely to practice, participate in events, 
and also have some fun! Two of the four students representing Indiana were from Clay 
Middle School! Michael Q., 8th grade, placed first in the State Competition and Jennifer H., 
7th grade, placed 3rd qualifying them for the Nationals. This was the first time in Clay history 
that we had two students qualify for Nationals and the first time we have had a state winner! 
Jennifer and Michael each received a $750 scholarship. The students participated in fun team 
challenges, listened to speakers in the STEM fields, competed in the team round, and also 
went bowling and to an Escape room. On Monday, May 10, they competed individually in the 
Sprint and Target rounds to determine the top Mathlete in the Nation. Also, Jennifer H.’s team 
won the National Team Escape.

Thank you to Clay Middle School for allowing us to host this event and making everlasting 
memories for these students.

2
0
2
1

http://IndividualizedTherapySolutions.com
http://www.swensonlegal.com
http://springhettidentistry.com
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TOP OF THE NEWS
Be a Part of the PTO Leadership
Are you interested in helping with the Clay PTO next year? 
We are recruiting for a 
few director roles as we all 
work together for 2021-22. 
If you have any questions, 
please reach out to us at 
claypto.16@gmail.com.

https://forms.gle/VgfZEWwAdHs8dPjv6

"Breaking Away" 8th Grade Celebration
Time to celebrate the graduating 8th Graders of 
Clay Middle on Thursday, May 20th!!! Both cohorts 
can celebrate together at Clay Middle football field 
- we are planning a fun event with many activities 
to keep the 8th graders busy - live DJ, optional/
short fun run, games, food, T-shirt, raffle for some 
prizes and hanging out with friends!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeY-
bc0OhjeZHC7d2ABpAgN4U6uPjnD2-Z5Q9Yw-
cuMm_x1POzA/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&fl-
r=0&gxids=7628/

FREE WAYS TO
BENEFIT CLAY

FREE and EASY way to raise money for our school: By 
signing up with the following link, Kroger will donate a 
portion of your shopping trips (when you use your Kroger 
Rewards card) directly to Clay Middle.

https://www.kroger.com/
account/enrollCommuni-
tyRewardsNow

School code is #RK877 for 
'Clay Middle School'. Sign 
up now!

Clay Middle participates 
in AmazonSmile donation 
program! A portion of 
your purchases will be 
directly donated back to 
Clay Middle at no cost 

to you. Please click on the unique link below to be taken to 
smile.amazon.comwhere you will be automatically asked to 
support "Clay Middle School PTO". Our unique charity link is: 
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-7374823/.

CONNELL MICHAEL KERR, LLP |  550 CONGRESSIONAL BLVD. | SUITE 115 | CARMEL, IN 46032
PH: (317) 343-4482 | FX: (317) 348-2916 | cmklawfi rm.com

ERIN CONNELL 
 Managing Partner

SE LECTED TO SUPER LAWYERS

CATHERINE MICHAEL 
Managing Partner

SE LECTED TO SUPER LAWYERS

Connell Michael Kerr, LLP is a full service family law firm 
dedicated to serving our clients with zealous advocacy and 
compassion. We assist clients in a variety of family law 
matters including prenuptial and postnuptial agreements, 
divorce, child support and custody disputes, property 
division, surrogacy and reproductive law, as well as personal 
injury and education law matters. Our dedicated team of 
attorneys is focused on providing clients outstanding 
advocacy and comprehensive legal advice even in the most 
complex circumstances. Conveniently located in Carmel, our 
family law office serves clients throughout central Indiana.

mailto:claypto.16@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/VgfZEWwAdHs8dPjv6
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeYbc0OhjeZHC7d2ABpAgN4U6uPjnD2-Z5Q9YwcuMm_x1POzA/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0&gxids=7628
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeYbc0OhjeZHC7d2ABpAgN4U6uPjnD2-Z5Q9YwcuMm_x1POzA/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0&gxids=7628
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeYbc0OhjeZHC7d2ABpAgN4U6uPjnD2-Z5Q9YwcuMm_x1POzA/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0&gxids=7628
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeYbc0OhjeZHC7d2ABpAgN4U6uPjnD2-Z5Q9YwcuMm_x1POzA/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0&gxids=7628
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
smile.amazon.comwhere
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23
http://cmklawfirm.com
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COURSE SELECTION & 

SCHEDULING 2021-2022
It’s hard to believe that we are entering the final weeks of 
the school year. We are proud of all of our students for their 
resilience and perseverance during this very unique school 
year. We hope that all of our families enjoy summer break and 
begin to look forward to next school year.

We have completed our staffing and will continue to work 
to finalize 2021-2022 schedules throughout the summer. 
Requests for changes to course requests were due March 
1, 2021. At this time, we have met the maximum number of 
requests for the majority of our 9-week elective offerings. 
Questions may be emailed to the appropriate counselor 
as noted below.

Regarding team placements, we want to remind students and 
parents that we do not take requests. Students will receive 
final schedules in early August. Although our student services 
staff does not work full time during the summer, we will be 
checking email messages periodically. We wish each of you a 
safe, joyful, and relaxing summer.

Erin Naas
6th grade students from Mohawk Trails, Woodbrook, Forest 
Dale & Orchard Park
All 8th Grade Students
enaas@ccs.k12.in.us

Michelle Janson
6th grade students from Prairie Trace 
& Cherry Tree
All 7th Grade Students
mjanson@ccs.k12.in.us

May is Mental Health Awareness Month! During the month of May, Clay Student Services 
will be sharing information with students and staff through Canvas, on why it is important 
to both mentally and physically healthy, and tips on how to achieve this.

At the district level, in celebration of Mental Health Awareness Month, all students K-12 
are invited to submit artwork or an essay (900 words or less) on why mental health 
matters to you, your family, and/or your community. All submissions are due by May 21st 
at 4pm via email to swhitesi@ccs.k12.in.us. Please include your name, school, grade level, 
and contact email. All entries will be judged by a panel of CCS employees.

Achieving Mental Health Through Mindfulness - Join School Social Workers, Tao Sweitzer and Jaimie Pistorius as they 
discuss the practice of "mindfulness" and how it

can assist in obtaining overall mental wellness. This seminar will provide activities that children and adolescents 
can use to manage stress and regulate emotions. The event will be held via zoom on May 20th from 6pm-7:30pm. 
To register, please click this link.

CUB SCOUTS

mailto:enaas@ccs.k12.in.us
mailto:mjanson@ccs.k12.in.us
mailto:swhitesi@ccs.k12.in.us
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf-y32KBTE7zZPz-OhdP_xqZSgzUW6F3yePzCb2_rgtz8gUaw/viewform
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SERTOMA ESSAY CONTEST WINNERS
Sertoma Club of Broad Ripple is a service organization 
founded in 1912 and stands for “Service to Mankind.”  
The Sertoma Club of Broad Ripple has sponsored the 
National Heritage Essay Contest for over 30 years for 
sixth grade students in public, private, and parochial 
schools in the greater Indianapolis area.  Students are 
asked to write on the topic “What Freedom Means to 
Me” and are encouraged to consider the founding 
principles of our country and how those principles 
affect their lives today.  Students who submit essays 
can become a classroom winner; finalist; honorable 
mention recipient; or a grand prize winner.

The three 6th grade Social Studies teachers - Mr. 
Anderson (Team Justice), Mr. McGuckin (Team 
Avengers), Mrs. Myers (Team Titans) -

offered all students an opportunity to share “What 
Freedom Means to Me” through an essay contest 
offered by the SERTOMA organization.  Many were 
outstanding, but the following students have been 
identified as classroom winners and were awarded 
$50 to use on their education, as they see fit:

TEAM JUSTICE: Annabelle Pollert & Ellen Rozmaryn

TEAM AVENGERS:  Chhavi Choudhary, Luke Elias, Maija Gilhooly, Kate Hammond, 
Angie Shieh

TEAM TITANS: Madison Fritz, Fahed Ahmed Badreddine, Katie Frazier, Maddi Sorg

And special congratulations to Team Titans student, Dylan Flynn, on being 
selected as a Finalist!

Great job, Trojans!  We are proud of you all! Thank you to all Sixth grade students 
who entered the contest and participated.

http://carmelsymphony.org
http://atistage.org
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BIKE TO SCHOOL DAY
Thank you to all 
of our students 
who participated 
in Bike to School 
Day.  It was great to 
so many students 
riding their bikes to 
school.

B
A
N
D

2021
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TEACHER OF THE YEAR
Congratulations to Mrs. Grace & Mrs. Mayer on 
winning the 2021 Clay Middle School Teacher of 
the Year and becoming a 2021 Carmel Clay Schools 
semi finalist teacher of the year.

Thank you Mrs. Grace & Mrs. Mayer for all you do 
for your students, our school, your colleagues, your 
family and our greater Clay Nation community.

“BUILDING A LEGACY
OF GREATNESS”

CLAY NATION: WE WANT TO BE THE BEST AT GETTING BETTER

Please remember to 
call the school’s Main 
Office (317-844-7251) 
or our Attendance Line 
(317-571-4450) for ALL 
attendance issues before 
8:30am on the day of the 
occurrence:

Full Day Absences

Late Arrivals

If you are picking up 
your child early, please 
call the Main Office (317-
844-7251) when you 
are on your way and we 
will call for your child to 
meet you in the office 
for you to sign out.
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