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Dear CHS Families,

You may have heard about a social media post by an outside group that made some very serious claims 
regarding the Carmel High School students, administration, and teachers. In their post, they stated there 
was a “level of comfort with racial abuse” at Carmel High School. We want our school community to 
know this accusation is absolutely false.

Across the country and in our central Indiana community over the past several months, events have 
brought a multitude of emotions to the forefront and have compelled our teenage students and our 
community to talk about racism, trust, and divisiveness across our nation.

Schools are a reflection of their community, and we must acknowledge the fear, frustration, and despair 
that has fallen on our black students, students of color and marginalized students and families. As a 
school and community, any act of racism or intolerance is unacceptable and will be addressed. We 
must embrace a systematic approach to ensure that all races and cultures in our school feel safe and 
valued as a part of the Greyhound family.

This summer CHS was made aware of a social media post through notification from our STOPit 
App. We want to thank those in the community that used our safety protocols to inform us of online 
threats, bullying and harassment that was occurring. With the help of the Carmel Police Department, 
CHS investigated these claims while also providing support for students and families. We stand 
against any use of bullying, threats or intimidation in any form, and CHS will use factual evidence in 
our investigations. Threats of violence, defamation and slander will not be tolerated as a method of 
persuasion or manipulation with any person, group or organization.

Carmel High School has a history of celebrating diversity and cultivating cultural competency. It is important 
for you to understand we hold strong to our commitment of continuous engagement and development 
for our staff, students and community through various measures which include the following:

• Current school improvement goals include Equity and Inclusion and Social Emotional Learning.

• CHS embraces more than 100 extracurricular clubs which enhances student connectivity to our 
school and community. Our student-driven culturally specific club engagement has long been rooted 
in our successful club offerings. The Advancement of Asian Americans in the Arts and Athletics, 

PARENTS: PLEASE CONFIRM ALL DATES ON THE WEBSITE.
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Black Student Alliance, Carmel African History and the Culture Club, Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes, and the Muslim Student Alliance are a few examples.

• The Culture of Care program is embarking on its third year of providing resources for mental 
and physical wellbeing for staff, students and our school community. Most recently, when 
the pandemic closed our school buildings, the CHS Culture of Care collaborated with the 
City of Carmel and various entities within our city to establish the Carmel Cares initiative.

• Staff and students participate in annual small group sessions including QPR for suicide 
prevention, anti-bullying and safety. Our universal message for safety is unwavering: See 
Something, Say Something, Do Something.

• Student Services staff frequently review data and engage in ongoing equity audits of 
disciplinary data and reflective practices. Our emphasis on restorative practices during 
conversations with students and parents are a result of this reflection.

We are very fortunate to offer our students many opportunities. It is our responsibility to provide 
an environment that encourages all students to participate. While we have made strides in 
enhancing our minority programming, we want to enrich and encourage continuous improvement.

Finally, I encourage any student who has experienced discrimination or inequity in any form, 
to let us know about it. They can contact me, or any member of our CHS staff. Students and 
parents can also get support at the district level by contacting the Office of Student Services 
at (317) 844-9961 or information can be shared anonymously through the CCS “STOPit App.”

Our mission is laser focused: Educate our students in a safe, loving environment. With your help, 
we can ensure this happens. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

     Dr. Harmas, Principal

Virtual Open House
Thursday, September 10th,2020

You are invited to a Virtual Open House on Thursday, 
September 10th. Video introductions will be available as 
a way for you to become more familiar with your child’s 
teachers and courses. Teachers will post the videos by 
4:00 PM on Thursday, September 10. More information 
will follow on how you may access the videos.

http://www.carmeloms.com
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Update on CHS Administrative Team
This summer brought the introduction of change to the 
administrative structure at Carmel High School. Karen McDaniel is 
now serving in the newly created position of Associate Principal. 
Maureen Borto has moved into the 12-month position in charge of 
Student Services, Special Services, and Counseling. Toby Steele 
has moved into a 12-month position and will be overseeing facilities 
and grounds, and operations. Wes Drew joins us as a 10-month 
principal in Student Services. Jeff Hester has joined us as Assistant 
Athletic Director. We are fortunate to have such a professional, 
hard-working, student-focused team of administrators at Carmel 
High School. These individuals, along with our Department Chairs, 
form a leadership team that is focused on serving our students, 
staff, and families.

Tom Harmas, Principal
Karen McDaniel, Associate Principal

FRESHMAN CENTER
Amy Skeens-Benton
C.J. Glander

CURRICULUM,
INSTRUCTION & 
ASSESSMENT
Valerie Piehl
Brad Sever

OPERATIONS
Joe Schaller
Toby Steele

STUDENT SERVICES
Maureen Borto
Wes Drew
Brittany Wiseman

ATHLETICS
Jim Inskeep
Jeff Hester

http://HuntingtonHelps.com/center/carmel
http://sauceontheside.com
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Library Updates
Hello to parents and students. Our year in the school library 
is off to a good start after making sure that all furniture 
was set to accommodate 6 feet of distance, and policies 
were in place to continue to provide as many services as 
possible to our students and staff. We in the library want 
parents to know how important it is for students to continue 
to read and do research during this time period, and that 
we are here to help in those endeavors. Students can join 
the Library Canvas course by accepting the invitation that 
was sent earlier this school year. Even without joining our 
course, students can always access our Canvas materials 
through a tab called “Library” located on the left-hand side 
of the screen in one of their many classes.

Our Canvas course is very easy to navigate. There are just 
six buttons to choose from and they are in bold blue and 
gold colors. To learn how to access our research databases, 
use our online catalog, or even reserve a book; students 
should click on “Video Tutorials” to find screencasts and 
videos with step-by-step instructions. There are three other 
buttons that will provide students access to our research 
databases, our online catalog, and our genealogy resources. 
The last button on the lower-right side titled “Book Lists” 
will provide students with some suggestions for reading, 
and the button titled “LibGuides” provides students with 
library-created lessons for specific teachers.

The “Video Tutorials” button can help any student who is virtual, 
either hybrid-virtual or 100%, to place library resources on hold for 
pick-up. Once students have watched the video, they can use our 
library catalog to place items on hold. Then students should send us 
an email to let us know how they would like to receive those items. 
We can keep them at the library for pick-up during in-person days 
or we can bag the items and place them at one of the pick-up tables 
at doors 4 or 21. If students have any questions they can contact 
any library staff member for assistance. Our names and contact 
information are all listed from the CHS Library page located at https://
www.ccs.k12.in.us/chs/academics/library We are always happy to 
help students #READ

Information about Distinguished and 
Commended Graduate Applications
ATTENTION SENIORS – MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
At the start of the 2nd semester, the Distinguished and Commended 
Graduate Application will be available to all Seniors. This program 
celebrates the well-rounded Carmel Greyhound. Approximately 125 
students will be recognized as either commended or distinguished 
at our Carmel High School Graduation Ceremony. One extremely 
exceptional student will be recognized as THE Distinguished Graduate 
for the Class of 2021. Please take time to consider applying for this 
prestigious recognition. More details to follow in the coming months 
so stay tuned!

http://www.iomsa.com
https://www.ccs.k12.in.us/chs/academics/library
https://www.ccs.k12.in.us/chs/academics/library
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HOW TO REGISTER FOR THE PTO FOR THE UPCOMING YEAR
CHS PTO would like to invite you to continue your support of the PTO in the Carmel School System. It is also a great way 
to volunteer – both to support our CHS students and staff and see CHS from the inside! You can sign up to join the PTO or 
volunteer from the PTO tab located on the CHS web site or directly at: http://www1.ccs.k12.in.us/chs/PTO.

Attendance Office 
Reminders
• For any COVID-related absence, please call 

the CCS District Hotline at 317-571-4630

• Students must pick up pre-arranged 
passes and sign in/out when leaving/
returning from appointments during the 
school day. Parents, please call to report 
a pre-arranged or extended absence as 
soon as you know about the absence, 
even if it is days before the absence. We will 
enter the necessary information, prepare a 
pass, and have it waiting for your student.

Student IDs
We are so proud of our students for wearing 
their masks. They are doing a great job. 
Unfortunately masks can make it difficult to 
identify them, so we are asking each student to 
have their CHS ID visible on their person during 
the school day. Students can use any school-
appropriate lanyard or clip to display their ID. 
If your student needs a lanyard and did not 
receive one at registration, please have them 
come by 10-12 Student Services inside door 4.

Driving & Parking On/
Near Campus
While walking on or around campus, please 
remember that pedestrians should use 
crosswalks and never walk in front of or 
between cars or buses. Drivers, as we begin 
the winter months, please be especially mindful 
of pedestrians crossing the streets.

Parking on campus property and adjacent to 
school buildings will be limited to staff and by 
permit parking only. All students should park at 
the stadium. Any exceptions must be approved 
by the Student Services office. Vehicles are to be 
parked properly in designated parking spaces 
with parking permits clearly displayed. Vehicles 
not parked properly in the designated parking 
spaces may face disciplinary consequences.

CHS PTO Backpack Program Helps Students
The Backpack Program provides food on the weekends for Carmel Clay students 
who need extra nutrition. Last year, nearly 800 backpacks were distributed during 
the shortened school year. This fall, the program is structured differently due to 
COVID considerations, but food is still being sent home to students in need.

The Backpack Program relies entirely on donations and volunteers. Currently, 
monetary donations through the PTO website are gratefully accepted at https://
www.ccs.k12.in.us/pto-chs/fundraising. We look forward to accepting food 
donations, coordinating food donation drives with student groups, and organizing 
volunteers in the near future.

We want to send a THANK YOU to this year’s 
PTO members who have so generously 
donated over $2,500 to the program already 
through PTO membership registration!

Please e-mail CHSbackpackprogram@gmail.
com for additional information or with   
any questions.

NOW HIRING CARMEL CLAY SCHOOLS

Experience excellence...Explore opportunities...Realize Potential

APPLY NOW!

Experience financial freedom with pay starting at $110 per day

Enjoy your summers off by only working during the school year

Part time & split shifts free up your day for other things

Secure your future with our available retirement plan

Achieve personal fulfillment in your life by providing a
great service to the community 

If you are interested please contact Gary Clevenger,
Assistant Director of Transportation (gcleveng@ccs.k12.in.us)

5201 East Main Street, Carmel IN 46033
317-844-9961 • www.ccs.k12.in.us

http://www1.ccs.k12.in.us/chs/PTO
https://www.ccs.k12.in.us/pto-chs/fundraising
https://www.ccs.k12.in.us/pto-chs/fundraising
mailto:CHSbackpackprogram@gmail.com
mailto:CHSbackpackprogram@gmail.com
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...continues on next page

COUNSELING CENTER

CHS COUNSELING IS ON 
TWITTER!
Be sure to follow us @counselingatchs 
to stay caught up with the Academic, 
SEL, and College/Career services 
and resources offered by the CHS 
Counseling Department.

NAVIANCE STUDENT
The CHS Counseling Department will 
continue to use Naviance Student to 
assist students and their parents with 
college and career planning. Naviance 
Student serves as a one-stop-shop where 
students can research colleges, explore 
career options, sign up to participate in 
special programs, reserve a spot for an 
admissions rep visit, explore summer 
enrichment opportunities, create a resume, 
and more! Seniors will also use their 
Naviance Student accounts to request 
transcripts and letters of recommendation 
for college applications, as well as identify 
scholarship opportunities.

More details about Naviance Student 
can be found within the CHS Counseling 
Canvas course.

 WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14TH THURSDAY, OCTOBER
     GREYHOUND COHORT) (CARMEL COHORT)

TESTING FOR GRADES 9, 10 AND 11 /
SPECIAL PROGRAM FOR SENIORS

CHS freshman, sophomores and juniors will be involved in standardized testing during 
the morning hours of Wednesday, October 14th (Greyhound Cohort) and Thursday, 
October 29th (Carmel Cohort). Information about the programming for seniors on 
that morning will be sent directly to parents of seniors in late September. Information 
about PSAT-9 and PSAT/NMSQT for sophomores and juniors is below. Students will 
attend classes that afternoon. Students who are currently all virtual will test with their 
last name cohort. Carmel cohort is A-K and Greyhound cohort is L-Z.

PSAT 8/9 Test – October 14th & 29th (Freshmen)

• The PSAT 8/9 is the first test in the SAT Suite of Assessments. It is closely aligned 
with the PSAT/NMSQT and the SAT. Student scores will establish a baseline for 
college and career readiness as students begin high school. The cost will be 
included in the book fees and other charges billed to parents later this fall.

PSAT/NMSQT Test – October 14th & 29th (Sophomores and Juniors)

• The PSAT/NMSQT is an important national test taken by college bound students. 
The test provides students the opportunity to check and monitor their progress 
toward college and career readiness. It also is an excellent way for students to 
preview and practice for the SAT. The PSAT/NMSQT also gives students access to 
a free, personalized SAT study plan created for them by Khan Academy. (Students 
must give their permission before the study plan is created.) For juniors, this test 
is the official route of entry to the National Merit Scholarship Program.

• The PSAT test fee for sophomores and juniors is funded by the Indiana Department 
of Education.

If you have any questions concerning the above testing programs, please contact your 
student’s counselor.

CLASS OF 2021 APPLICATION PROCESS
Seniors and their parents received an email from their CHS counselor on August 
28th to share details on how to request transcripts, letters of recommendation 
and counselor reports for college applications using Naviance Student. The video 
presentation is available to review in the CHS Counseling Canvas course within both 
the Resources and College Applications sections.

http://www.carmelsymphony.org/concerts/cso-2020-21-season/
http://www.indyface.com
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UPCOMING! EXPLORING GRADUATION 
PATHWAYS & SPECIAL PROGRAMS AT CHS
At the end of October, CHS will offer a virtual program 
highlighting a variety of curricular and scheduling 
opportunities for students, meant to help prepare families 
for the 2021-22 course scheduling process.

Topics include:
• New State of Indiana Graduation Pathway Diploma 

(for the Class of 2023 and beyond)

• Senior Transition to College Program

• Advanced Placement (AP) and International 
Baccalaureate (IB) Programs

• AVID, J. Everett Light Career Center (JEL) and other 
Career & Technical Education Opportunities

More information about this program will be sent to 
students and parents after Fall Break.

College and Career Resource 
Center
VIRTUAL COLLEGE INFORMATION WEEK 
SEPTEMBER 21-25, 2020
Mark your calendars Virtual College Information Week 
at CHS! During the week of September 21-25, 2020, we 
will transform our traditional College Information Night 
program into a week’s worth of virtual presentation and 
resources that will be shared via email, social media, and 
Canvas! This also coincides with College Go! Week in 
the State of Indiana. The program is most appropriate for 
junior/senior students and parents, but all are welcome 
to participate. Throughout the week, we will share 
virtual “breakout sessions” and key resources on a 
variety of topics, including but not limited to: admissions 
representative panels, finding your college fit, the role of 
the college essay, paying for college and financial aid, 
SAT/ACT information, and how parents can help with the 
college search and application process.

CHS COLLEGE & CAREER ADVISORS AVAILABLE TO 
ASSIST CHS STUDENTS
CHS College & Career Advisors, Mrs. Ann Boldt and Mr. Pettibone, 
are eager to meet with students and families who want assistance 
with the college search and career exploration process. Priority is 
currently given to seniors requesting appointments, but students in 
all grade levels are welcome to make an appointment. A College & 
Career Advisor is in the office on all Blue and Gold Days between 
9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Students can request an appointment by 
completing the online Counseling Center appointment request form. 
Students can request a virtual appointment if preferred, and they can 
indicate whether a parent would like to be present on the online form. 
Parents will be expected to join virtually while visitors in the building 
are limited due to Covid-19 precautions. The CCRC is located in B107 
across from the Counseling Department.

“FOLLOW” US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!
Parents and students can follow the College and Career Resource 
Center on Twitter, Instagram, and Facebook. This is a great way to learn 
quickly about college admissions information, application deadlines, 
scholarships, financial aid information, college rep visits, special 
programs, and more. Be sure to follow us on Twitter @CHSCollege411 
or Instagram @chscollegecareer or like us on Facebook at “Carmel 
High School College Counseling”. The same information is posted on 
all three platforms, so choose the one that you prefer!

COLLEGE ADMISSIONS REP VISITS TO CHS
Students in all grades can sign up to meet virtually with College 
Admissions Representatives who “visit” CHS! While they will look and 
feel different this year, students in all grades can take advantage of 
virtual Rep visits this fall during SSRT. This is a great way to learn more 
about potential colleges of interest. The rep visit schedule grows daily, 
and students must sign up through their Naviance Student account 
in advance. When students sign up, they will have access to the link 
to join the visit virtually. Students can participate from home or in their 
SSRT classroom (with headphones) depending on whether they are 
in-person or virtual on the day of the virtual visit. CHS will also promote 
other virtual visit opportunities at a variety of colleges via social media 
and the Counseling Department Canvas course.

http://www.eyephysiciansinc.com/
http://rigsbeeorthodontics.com
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COUNSELING CENTER
UPCOMING COLLEGE FAIRS
• National Association for College Admissions Counseling 

(NACAC) Virtual College Fairs September 13, October 
12, October 18, and November 8th. Register for FREE at 
virtualcollegefairs.org

• Student Panel College Fair, sponsored by College Vine. 
September 21-26, 2020. Sign up for FREE at cv.watch/fair2020

• Indiana Association for College Admissions Counseling 
(INACAC) Virtual College Exploration for Indiana Students, 
October 5th - 29th, 2020, Monday-Thursday 4:00 - 8:00 
p.m. Week 1: College/Career Knowledge and Affinity Group 
Panels; Weeks 2 & 3: Individual Institutional Presentations 
(more info TBA)

• Indianapolis Black Alumni Council Historically Black Colleges 
& Universities (HBCU) Virtual College Fair, October 1-2, 2020. 
https://ibacindy.com/hbcu-college-fair

• Common Black College Application Virtual College 
Fairs October 17th, November 14th https://
commonblackcollegeapp.com/

FINANCIAL AID RESOURCES
The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) opens on 
October 1st! Information about applying for Financial Aid will go out 
to all CHS seniors in late-September/early-October, and we will offer a 
Virtual Financial Aid Night for students and parents on October 
20th. Our partners at INvestEd www.investedindiana.org will be the 
featured presenter. We are still working on ways to safely assist families 
with completing the FAFSA. Keep an eye out for more information 
about in-person and virtual opportunities offered by CHS and the 
State of Indiana. The deadline to submit the FAFSA in the State 
of Indiana is April 15th, but please note that some colleges set an 
earlier FAFSA deadline for scholarship and financial aid consideration.

UPCOMING CCS MENTAL HEALTH VIRTUAL FAIR
The Mental Health Fair is going virtual! It will begin the week of October 
19th and will end with a virtual keynote speaker on October 22nd. 
During the week we will be sharing community resources and short 
educational videos centered on topics about mental health. Stay tuned 
to our social media for more info in the coming weeks.

IU GROUPS STUDENT SUPPORT PROGRAM
Is your student a first generation college student (mom 
and dad have NOT graduated from a 4-year college) or 
does your family fall into a lower-income category (based 
on federal guidelines for family size)? If you answered YES 
to one of these situations, contact Mrs. Stephan in the 
counseling center to learn more about the IU GROUPS 
Program. This program provides additional support for your 
student to attend IU Bloomington and become a successful 
college graduate in the future. IU Groups Program 
applications for current seniors are due by November 1st, 
so don’t miss out on this opportunity!

TESTING INFORMATION
SAT / ACT College Admissions Tests

Your school counselors recommend taking both the SAT 
and the ACT once in the winter/spring of the junior year, 
comparing the results to determine the stronger score, and 
then retaking the stronger test later in the spring of junior 
year or early in the fall of senior year. A few highly selective 
colleges require the SAT Subject Tests. Talk with your 

http://carmel.roadstardriving.com
virtualcollegefairs.org
cv.watch/fair
https://ibacindy.com/hbcu
https://commonblackcollegeapp.com
https://commonblackcollegeapp.com
www.investedindiana.org
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student’s counselor in the spring of the junior year 
about the SAT Subject and Advanced Placement 
(AP) exams. Remember, standardized testing 
is only part of all the information that colleges 
consider as they review a student’s application.

Both the SAT and the ACT test offer an optional 
writing section for students. It is at the discretion 
of individual colleges whether they REQUIRE the 
writing section for admission. Please check with 
your colleges before deciding whether or not to 
take the writing test.

The preferred method of registration for the SAT 
and ACT is online. For the ACT, go to www.act.
org or for the SAT go to www.collegeboard.org. 
Test dates are also available in the Counseling 
Course within Canvas.

SENIOR MEETINGS
During September and October, all seniors will 
have individual meetings with their counselors 
either in-person or virtual. Counselors and 
students use this time to review the student’s 
academic record to ensure that a plan is in 
place for meeting all graduation requirements 
and to discuss the student’s plans for next 
year, including college and/or career options. 
Students will receive information about how 
college applications are processed and how to 
find information about scholarships. Students 
who plan to apply to colleges with competitive 
admissions standards may be asked to supply 
extra information for their counselors to use as 
they write letters of recommendation to support 
the students’ college applications. At this time, 
students will also be asked whether they plan 
to participate in commencement next spring. 
Parents should call their student’s counselor 
with any questions or concerns about college 
planning or the application process. Please first 
refer to the information on our Counseling Canvas 
Course under “Resources”.

CHS PTO Counseling    UPDATE SEPTEMBER 1, 2020

COUNSELOR CLASS MEETINGS
Since counselors are not able to meet with students in large groups, we have 
transformed our beginning-of-the-year class meetings with counselors into 
a virtual format. Students in all 
grades will view a video specific to 
their grade at the start of SSRT on 
Wednesday (9/2) and Thursday 
(9/3) of this week.

The videos review steps for a 
successful year and ways that 
the CHS Counseling Department 
supports students.

The links to those videos will be 
sent home in a parent messenger 
at the end of the week and will be 
posted in the Resources section 
of the Counseling Department 
Canvas course.

COLLEGE APPLICATION 
PROCESSES
A message was sent last week 
to all seniors and their parents 
outlining the key processes for 
completing college applications. 
Specif ically, a tutorial video 
h igh l ighting how Naviance 

GREETINGS FROM THE FRESHMAN CENTER COUNSELING 
OFFICE
Everything is off to a great start! Students have found their classes, schedules 
are complete and everyone is finding the lunch rooms and enjoying their “dining 
experience” in the Carmel Cafes. Life is good! The Freshman Center Counseling 
Office is located on the second floor of the Freshman Center in room J201. The 
phone number is 317-571-4621. You can reach the counselors directly through 
that number or by leaving a message with the administrative assistant. We are 
looking forward to another great year!

http://osteopathicvision.com
http://www.skilletspancakehouse.com
http://paulhendersonplumbing.com
www.act.org
www.act.org
www.collegeboard.org
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COUNSELING CENTER
AP EXAM REGISTRATION PROCESS
College Board will once again be utilizing AP Classroom in 
conjunction with Advanced Placement courses being taught 
at CHS. Teachers are working with students to make sure the 
AP Classroom tools and resources are used to enhance the 
learning experience and preparation for AP Exams, which take 
place in May of 2021. The AP Exam Payment process for fall-
semester and year-long courses will take place in 9/28/2020 – 
10/11/2020. AP Exam Payment process for spring-only courses 
will take place in February. 

Timeline:
• August 13th – September 15th: Teachers will be working 

with students to join their online classroom, via College 
Board accounts. They also need to indicate, within the AP 
Classroom account, if they want to take the AP Exam in 
May. The default answer for this is “yes,” so students only 
need to make a change, to “no,” if they are certain they will 
not be taking the AP Exam.

• September 28th – October 11th: AP Exam Payment 
takes place, via Total Registration, for fall and year-long AP 
classes only. More details to come in the future.

• October 12th – October 16th: Late AP Payment, using 
Total Registration. A $10 late fee will be incurred during 
this window.

• January – February: Spring-only AP course joining and 
exam payment will take place. Details will be given at the 
beginning of spring semester.

• May 3rd – May 14th: AP Exam administration window

Please note, this year College Board will be charging 
students a $40 fee for the following:
• Registrations that occur after the initial AP Exam order 

has been placed.

• NO $40 fee for exam cancellations this year.

VIRTUAL COLLEGE INFORMATION WEEK
CHS will host Virtual College Information Week September 
21-25. This also coincides with College Go! Week in the State 
of Indiana. The program is most appropriate for junior/senior 
students and parents, but all are welcome to participate. 
Throughout the week, we will share virtual “breakout sessions” 
and key resources on a variety of topics, including but not 
limited to: admissions representative panels, finding your 
college fit, the role of the college essay, paying for college and 
financial aid, SAT/ACT information, and how parents can help 
with the college search and application process.

Students in all grades can sign up to meet virtually with 
College Admissions Representatives who “visit” CHS! While 
they will look and feel different this year, students in all grades 
can take advantage of virtual Rep visits this fall during SSRT. 
This is a great way to learn more about potential colleges 

Student is utilized in these processes was shared with students 
and their families. Counselors will begin meeting individually 
with their seniors this week through early October. These 
meetings will include a final check on diploma requirements 
and a review of each student’s post-high school plans. The 
message referred to above also included a link to sign up for 
a senior meeting time with their counselor. The video is posted 
in the Counseling Department Canvas Course

The CHS Social Workers are excited to add a 4th social worker 
to the team! We will continue to have one social worker dedicated 
to our 9th grade students and now have three social workers 
working with 10th-12th grade students. The social work team 
will continue to support the social and emotional needs of our 
hybrid and virtual students.

CHS Social Workers have also been working with the PTO 
Backpack Coordinators to continue to provide this valuable 
resource for our families. Together we have been able to identify 
the challenges to running the Backpack Program this year and 
adapt the program to make sure that all of our students have 
the ability to participate in the program.

Keep an eye out for a virtual mindfulness resource site for 
students, parents and staff. Once created it will be accessible 
through the Counseling Canvas course.

MAKE AN APPOINTMENT
CHS Students can request an appointment with their counselor, a 
social worker, or the College and Career Resource Center online!

CANVAS COURSE
Be sure to join the Counseling Department Canvas course! 
All CHS students have been invited to join the Counseling 
Department Canvas course, and once students accept the 
invitation, parents can join as observers.

The Canvas course includes resources and information aimed at 
supporting our students’ academic, socialemotional, and career 
development needs.

NAVIANCE
New and easier Naviance Student login process! The CHS 
Counseling Department is excited to share that the login process 
with Naviance Student just became a lot easier. The Naviance 
Student login will now be a part of the

Single Sign-On process in the CCS Student Portal. Once you 
have logged into the CCS Student Portal with your regular CCS 
login information, you can either type “Naviance” into the Global 
Search bar at the top of the page or select Student Services in 
the left menu. You will then be provided a Naviance logo to click-
on which will automatically log you into the program. Parents: 
CHS is working on the creation of Parent Naviance accounts 
and hopes to distribute that information later this fall. For the time 
being, you can access your student’s Naviance Student account 
using their login information with the process described above.
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of interest. The rep visit schedule grows daily, and students must 
sign up through their Naviance Student account in advance. 
When students sign up, they will have access to the link to join 
the visit virtually. Students can participate from home or in their 
SSRT classroom (with headphones) depending on whether they 
are in-person or virtual on the day of the virtual visit. CHS will also 
promote other virtual visit opportunities at a variety of colleges 
via social media and the Counseling Department Canvas course.

SENIORS: GET HELP WITH THE COLLEGE 
APPLICATION PROCESS
College Application & Essay Help Sessions is available for CHS 
Seniors. CHS Seniors can get help with their college applications and 
essays during SSRT this fall. These in-person sessions will take place 
in the new CCRC office located in B107 across from the Counseling 
Department. Space is limited to allow for social distancing, and 
seniors must sign up in advance in their Naviance Student account. 
College Application & Essay Help Sessions are scheduled for:

appointment by completing the online 
Counseling Center appointment request 
form. Students can request a virtual 
appointment if preferred, and they can 
indicate whether a parent would like to 
be present on the online form. Parents 
will be expected to join virtually while 
visitors in the building are limited. The 
CCRC is located in B107 across from the 
Counseling Department.

Carmel Cohort: 
September 2, 9, 15, 21, 25
October 1, 7, 13, 27
November 2, 6, 12, 18, 24

Greyhound Cohort:
September 3, 10, 16, 22, 28
October 2, 8, 14, 28
November 3, 9, 13, 19, 30

FAFSA & ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE
The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) opens on October 1st! Information 
about applying for Financial Aid will go out to all CHS seniors in late-September/early-
October, and we will offer a Virtual Financial Aid Night for students and parents on 
October 20th. Our partners at INvestEd www.investedindiana.org will be the featured 
presenter. We are still working on ways to safely assist families with completing the 
FAFSA. Keep an eye out for more information about in-person and virtual opportunities 
offered by CHS and the State of Indiana. The deadline to submit the FAFSA in the State 
of Indiana is April 15th, but please note that some colleges set an earlier FAFSA deadline 
for scholarship and financial aid consideration.

CHS College & Career Advisors, Mrs. Ann Boldt and Mr. Pettibone, are eager to meet 
with students and families who want assistance with the college search and career 
exploration process. Priority is currently given to seniors requesting appointments, 
but students in all grade levels are welcome to make an appointment. A College 
& Career Advisor is in the office on all 
Blue and Gold Days between 9:00 a.m. 
and 4:00 p.m. Students can request an 

RESOURCES FOR YOU!
Don’t forget to use the following resources to learn more 
about the services and resources offered by the Counseling 
Department and the College & Career Resource Center 
(CCRC):
• Visit our website at www.ccs.k12.in.us/chs/counseling
• Be an observer of the Counseling Department Canvas 

Course
• NEW! Follow the CHS Counseling Department on 

Twitter @counselingatchs
• Like the CCRC on Facebook at “Carmel High School 

College Counseling”
• Follow the CCRC on Twitter @CHSCollege411
• Follow the CCRC on Instagram @chscollegecareer

Virtual Cohort: 
Virtual students are encouraged to request a virtual 
appointment with a CCRC College & Career Advisor

http://offthewallsports.net
http://Bender-Rocap.com
www.investedindiana.org
www.ccs.k12.in.us/chs/counseling


12 CARMEL HIGH SCHOOL •  GREYHOUND GAZETTE •  SEPTEMBER 2020

Yearbook Ordering
It’s time to buy the 2020-2021 Pinnacle yearbook! Order now before prices increase 
on Sept. 11 and ensure your child’s copy of this year’s historic memory book.

You have two options to buy: (1) Head to www.yearbookordercenter.com (search for 
order #17177); or (2) Fill out and return the order form with your cash or check payment.

Senior Ads
Pinnacle yearbook senior ads are available 
for purchase! Senior personal ads in the 
Pinnacle yearbook are a unique and lasting 
way to congratulate graduates and celebrate 
friendships. We would love to help you 
recognize your senior and his or her unique 
accomplishments.

Senior ads are available for purchase 
now through Friday, December 4, 2020. 
Please read through the attached order 
form carefully, as the ordering procedure 
has changed this year. Necessary materials 
and further instructions can be found at 
https://carmelyearbook.com/senior-ads/. 
Additionally, all ad components (hard copy 
and online forms, photos, payment, and any 
applicable photo releases) must be submitted 
before your ad space is reserved.

All senior ads will be in color, and will be 
custom designed by the yearbook staff 
to match the tone and theme of the 2021 
Pinnacle. We do not accept pre-designed 
ads. For legal reasons, we will need a release 
for any professional photos you plan to use in 
your ads. Please contact your photographer 
in advance for this document.

Questions?  Emai l  Pinnacle  adviser 
Claire Burke at cburke@ccs.k12.in.us or 
pinnacleadseditor@gmail.com with senior 
ad-specific questions. We look forward to 
helping you celebrate and remember your 
child’s senior year. Thank you for your support 
of the 2021 Pinnacle staff!

2021 PINNACLE YEARBOOK ORDER FORM
PINNACLE YEARBOOK ° 520 E. MAIN ST. ° CARMEL, IN 46032 ° 317.846.7721 (x7478) ° ROOM C145

To order online during registration and 
throughout the sales period, please 
utilize the online ordering portal at 
www.yearbookordercenter.com 
and search for Order Number 17177.

UNTIL SEPT. 11 -- YEARBOOKS COST $45
AFTER SEPT. 11 -- YEARBOOKS COST $52

CASH/CHECK orders must be mailed to the 
school and will not be accepted or processed 

during registration hours. We apologize for any 
inconvenience and encourage you to order online.  

TO ORDER WITH A CHECK, PLEASE MAIL THIS FORM, 
WITH PAYMENT, TO:

Carmel High School Yearbook
Attn: Claire Burke

520 E. Main St. 
Carmel, IN 46032

Receipts will be mailed in 8-10 weeks for non-online orders. 

Online orders will receive instant receipt confirmation. 
Please save your receipt(s) for your records.

The CHS Pinnacle is a 100% student-created publication that strives for excellence and accuracy. 
Please respect our learning process.

LAST NAME:      FIRST NAME:  

ADDRESS:

CITY & ZIP:              PHONE #:

STUDENT/STAFF STUDENT/STAFF

I am a: (select one)

 Student (circle grade)

 9     10     11     12

 Faculty Member  
 (list dept.)

 Yearbook Staff   
 Member

 Community 
 Member









The 2021 Pinnacle 
yearbook and supplement 
will be distributed in May 

2021 (tentatively).

Yearbooks not picked up 
by Jan. 1, 2022 will be 

considered CHS property 
and may be resold.

This order form is for one copy of the 2021 Pinnacle yearbook & supplement 
to the named individual only.  Receipts will be mailed home in 8-10 weeks for 

orders that are placed with cash or check. 
Individuals must show photo ID in order to pick up yearbooks. 

Distribution schedules will be posted in May. 
ALL SALES ARE FINAL -- NO REFUNDS WILL BE GIVEN.

Payment Method:    Check #     Cash

 Payment Amount:   $45.00 (STUDENTS; price   
      available only until Sept. 11)

      $52.00 (STUDENTS; price   
      from Sept. 12 - Feb. 12)
      
      $30.00 (ONLY for yearbook  
      staff & CHS staff members)








(check one)

(check one)

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  CHS YEARBOOK

FOR MULTIPLE BOOK ORDERS, PLEASE USE MULTIPLE FORMS.



GET THE REDUCED 
$45 RATE UNTIL 

SEPT. 11!

Yearbook senior ads are a unique and lasting way to 
congratulate a special graduate. These all-color ads (see 
examples on back) include your child’s photo(s), a short headline 
and a message of up to 40 words.

You can use the ads to recognize individual students, or 
you may want to include your child’s friends, teammates or 
siblings. Ads for seniors may be purchased by seniors, parents, 
guardians, grandparents, aunts, uncles and/or siblings. 

Ads are for senior students only. Other ads will not be 
accepted.

All ads must be received by FRIDAY, DEC. 4, 2020.  Ad 
space is limited and spaces will be filled on a “first-come, first-
served” basis. All materials and payment must be provided in 
order to process an ad. Spots will not be “reserved” without the 
submission of all required materials, including payment in full. 
Checks should be made payable to CHS Yearbook.

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, we will NOT accept 
any hard copy material or photo submissions this year. This is 
an effort to minimize exchange of materials between yearbook 
staff members, and it streamlines our production process during 
a year when staffers are routinely working from home. Please 

submit all photos on the online form at https://tinyurl.com/
pinnacle21seniorads, in addition to this hard copy form/payment.

NO ad materials (other than a copy of this form and payment) 
will be accepted at school. Please do not submit flash drives, 
CDs or hard copy photos. They will not be returned to you and 
we will only process ad materials submitted at URL above.

For questions, please contact pinnacleadseditor@gmail.com.
** PLEASE MAKE SURE TO FILL OUT THIS FORM 
COMPLETELY AND THAT INFORMATION PROVIDED HERE 
MATCHES ONLINE FORM SUBMISSION EXACTLY. (ONLINE 
FORM FOUND AT https://tinyurl.com/pinnacle21seniorads.)

2021 PINNACLE YEARBOOK SENIOR ADS
PINNACLE YEARBOOK
CARMEL HIGH SCHOOL
 520 E. MAIN STREET
CARMEL, IN 46032

WWW.CARMELYEARBOOK.COM/SENIORADS

AD SIZE CHOICE
If you wish to buy multiple ads, copy this form and use one form per 

ad. Please fill out seperate online forms for each ad. We suggest that at 
least one horizontal and one vertical photo be provided.

Full-Page Ad: $250
Up to five photos

1/2-Page Ad: $150
Up to four photos

1/4-Page Ad: $100
Up to three photos

1/8-Page Ad: $75
Up to two photos

PAYMENT METHOD
Payment must accompany this order form. Ads will not be reserved or 
designed without advance payment. Make checks payable to CHS 

Yearbook and remit payment within two days of submitting online 
form at https://tinyurl.com/pinnacle21seniorads.

CHECK ENCLOSED

CASH ENCLOSED

CHECK #:

ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY 
FRIDAY, DEC. 4, 2020

SEND THIS FORM 
AND PAYMENT TO: 

Yearbook Senior Ads
Carmel High School
520 E. Main St. 
Carmel, IN 46032

Student name(s) to appear on ad: 
 
Your Name:        E-mail Address: 

Address:          City, State, Zip: 

Your Preferred Phone #:        Is this ad a secret from the student(s)         Yes       No

PHOTO INFORMATION
Please submit all photos to the form located at https://tinyurl.com/
pinnacle21seniorads. If your ad includes photos from a professional 

photographer, please submit a print release with payment and this order 
form. We do not need release forms from Prestige Portraits. We recommend 

high resolution photos (300 ppi) to ensure a high quality ad. 

# of photos submitted to online form:  

Were any of the photos taken by a professional photographer?
   
    Yes      No

To reprint professional images, we must have written permission 
from the photographer. 

Please attach that documentation to this form.
We do not need release forms from Prestige Portraits.

Photographer Name:  

Photographer Phone #:    

FINAL SUBMISSION COMPONENTS
Please double check all required ad materials are in order before 

submitting this form. We will process your ad when all components 
listed below are submitted.

 Form located at https://tinyurl.com/pinnacle21seniorads filled out 
completely and submitted.

 
 Date form submitted: _____________________________

 This hard copy form completely filled out. Information provided 
above matches online form exactly.

 Payment attached to this form (cash or check made out to CHS 
Yearbook).

 Photo release attached in hard copy format to this page (if 
applicable). See immediate left for more information.

REQUIRED AD COMPONENTS:

ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY FRIDAY, DEC. 4, 2020
Email pinnacleadseditor@gmail.com with questions. 

Thank you for your support of the 20201 Pinnacle staff!

Please note that we expect to distribute 
books at school in May 2021, but due to ever-
changing circumstances, that plan could 
change in the coming months. All updates 
and information will be sent out in this 
School Messenger format and advertised on 
Pinnacle social media channels. All yearbook 
sales are final.

Questions? Contact Pinnacle adviser 
Claire Burke at cburke@ccs.k12.in.us. 
Thank you for your support of the 2021 
Pinnacle yearbook staff!

Thank you,

Claire Burke and the 2021 Pinnacle 
yearbook staff

www.yearbookordercenter.com
https://carmelyearbook.com/senior
mailto:cburke@ccs.k12.in.us
mailto:pinnacleadseditor@gmail.com
mailto:cburke@ccs.k12.in.us
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Carmel GradFest
For the past 35+ years, CHS Gradfest has been held 
annually the night of Graduation. It is a safe, free event for 
all CHS Seniors. The Gradfest Committee meets once a 
month during the school year to plan this amazing event. 
After the 2020-21 School Year ALL except 2 of these 
positions will NEED TO BE FILLED because the rest 
will have Graduates and will not return!! Bring a friend!

If you are a Freshman, Sophomore or Junior Parent, 
please join the fun and help make each SENIOR CLASS 
CELEBRATION Awesome! You can check out our website 
at CarmelGradfest.com.

Contact Kimberli Boston Smith at bostonboston@
sbcglobal.net to get connected with us today!

CARMEL GRADFEST COMMITTEE
MEMBERS ARE NEEDED! JOIN US!

Take a look at our committee positions below:

COMMITTEE TITLE JOB DESCRIPTION

Co-Chairs (2) Oversee all of the position, set up and run monthly meetings, attend PTO 
Meetings.

Spirit Gear 
Coordinator

Help with collecting Spirit gear from the CHS Bookstore, setting up at events 
during the school year and returning the gear to the bookstore after the event.

Games Coordinator

Ensure the existing games have all their, ordering a few games from Party Tree 
Rental, design new games if desired and setting up the games for the event. 
You will also work with the Volunteer Coordinator to ensure games have the 
correct number of workers.

Volunteer Coordinator Create and monitor the Sign-Up Genius to ensure all volunteer positions are 
filled for the night of the event.

Treasurer General financial oversite of all Gradfest Funds.

Donations Coordinator
Collect donations from local business throughout the year. Plan fundraising 
events at local restaurants or business. Work with CHS administration to 
communicate with Senior Parents for donations.

Game Prizes 
Coordinator

Collect prizes throughout the year to be given away at the event. You will 
purchase everything from socks to pop up chairs and coffee makers to 
blakets! This Committee member will need a place to store the prizes until 
the night of the event. They will have a team of people to get the prizes to the 
Freshman Center.

Door Prizes 
Coordinator

Purchase prizes, larger ticket items such as microwaves and mini fridges, to be 
given away as door prizes. You will need to be able to store the prizes until the 
night of the event.

Refreshments 
Coordinator

Coordinate, purchase and serve all of the refreshments to the seniors the night 
of the event.

Social Media 
Coordinator

Get the word out about Gradfest to both the Seniors and their parents. 
Maintain the Gradfest Facebook and Twitter accounts, work with WHJE, CHTV 
and CHS Staff to create Gradfest Announcements. Put ads in the HiLite school 
Paper and Current in Carmel and work with Mr. Schaller to sent emails out to 
Senior Parents.

Set up/Clean Up 
Coordinator

Work with the Game Committee Coordinator to set up the games, signs, tables, 
chairs for the event. Clean up after the event. 

Student Check-in 
Coordinator

Work to ensure that all the Graduates are checked in the night of the event. 

Security Coordinator Work with Amy Skeens-Benton to ensure Police coverage the night of the 
event. Coordinate volunteers to administer breathalyzers to each student.

SHOW YOUR
SCHOOL SPIRIT!

Visit Gear4Greyhounds to 
order today!

PTO Meeting Dates
2020-2021

DATE LOCATION TIME
September 1, 2020 Zoom Meeting 9 am
October 6, 2020 Zoom Meeting 9 am

November 3, 2020 Zoom Meeting 9 am
December 1, 2020 Zoom Meeting 9 am
January 12, 2021 Community Room 9 am
February 2, 2021 Community Room 9 am

March 2, 2021 Community Room 9 am
April 13, 2021 Community Room 9 am
May 4, 2021 Community Room 9 am

W
W

W
.G

E
A

R
4

G
R

E
Y

H
O

U
N

D
S

.C
O

M

CarmelGradfest.com
mailto:bostonboston@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bostonboston@sbcglobal.net
http://www.gear4greyhounds.com
http://www.gear4greyhounds.com
www.gear4greyhounds.com
http://gear4greyhounds.com
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SPONSORS NEEDED
For Homecoming and the    
Carmel Educational Foundation
CARMEL HIGH SCHOOL HOMECOMING - 
SPONSORS NEEDED
• As we continue to adapt to our current COVID environment, Carmel 

High School will be hosting a virtual Homecoming this October.

• Homecoming is the PTO’s primary fundraiser every year and funds 
the valuable activities and resources the PTO provides CHS students 
and staff each year.

• To support the CHS PTO and claim an advertising spot for your 
business or organization during virtual Homecoming, contact 
carmelptocommittees@gmail.com.

CARMEL EDUCATION FOUNDATION (CEF) - 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
• CEF is looking for volunteers to help with general administration, 

organization, and special projects.

• For more information or to volunteer, reach out to Jennifer Penix, 
Executive Director of Carmel Education Foundation at jpenix1@ccs.
k12.in.us.

Substitute Teachers 
NEEDED
• Looking to make a positive 

contribution to society
• Enjoy the spirit of children
• Want flexibility in schedule
• Want to earn an income and 

incentives
• Have at least 60 college credit hours
• Appreciate working in an enjoyable, 

professional environment

WHO MAY BE A GOOD FIT?
• In between professional careers
• Parents looking to re-enter work force 

and still have flexibility
• Retired people not ready to be at home 

all the time
• Recent college graduates still exploring 

career options
• People who are exploring the possibility 

of moving into the education field

School Calendar
https://www.ccs.k12.in.us/chs/about/calendar

PTO Calendar
https://www.ccs.k12.in.us/pto-chs/about

This year, since we have so many different 
schedules, we created three Google calendars 
from the PTO:

1. Carmel Cohort

2. Greyhound Cohort

3. Virtual Cohort

These calendars include the blue/gold day hybrid 
schedule, late start days, school holidays, PTO 
meeting dates, and school board meeting dates. 
We'll be adding more PTO and important events 
to the calendars as we go.

You can find the list of calendars and how to 
subscribe to them here on the PTO website.

mailto:carmelptocommittees@gmail.com
mailto:jpenix1@ccs.k12.in.us
mailto:jpenix1@ccs.k12.in.us
http://applitrack.com/css/onlineapp
https://www.ccs.k12.in.us/chs/about/calendar
https://www.ccs.k12.in.us/pto-chs/about
https://www.ccs.k12.in.us/pto-ch fs/about

