





SWEEPING CHANGES IN NEW COLLEGE-ENTRY TESTING

Big changes are coming in the college-acceptance testing arena. There are two major
tests: the SAT (Scholastic Achievement Test) and the ACT (American College Test). Both tests
are used as an indicator of college readiness and are an admission requirement at almaost all
four-year colleges. Additionally, the tests are used as other measures, and in some cases scores
can be used as a concordant score to gualify for graduation as a final attempt to show mastery.

Beginning in March, all students opting for redesigned SAT, will be allowed the choice of
an optional essay. Also, the SAT has a change in scoring practices. Students will no longer be
penalized a student for guessing incorrectly, The ACT has changed its writing format as well,
with both tests now requiring extensive evidence to be cited, similar to the requirements on

the Common Core Assessments used nationwide.

Comparison of the Major Features: Current SAT and Redesigned SAT by the Collegeboard

Category Current SAT Redesigned SAT
Total Testing Ti T'ma 3 hours and 45 minutes 3 hours [plus 50 minutes for the Essay [optional])
"R
d!;.g:lh reseqarc
1. Crificol Reading 1. EvidenceBased Reading and Wiiting
2. Witing * Reoding Tes!
3. Mathematics ¢ \Writing ond longuage Tes!
4. E&E.l:r:r 2. Math
3. Essoy |optional]
Imporiant Features *  Emphasis on general reasoning skills *  Confinved emphasis on reasoning alongside o clearer, sironger focus on
*  Emphasis on vocabulary, ohien in limited contexts the knewledge, skills, and understandings most important for college and
»  Complex scoring o point for o comect answer ond coreer readiness ond success
o quarkerpoint dedudion for on incormec! answer; |+ Greater emphasis on the meaning of words in exdended contexts and on
blank responses have no impact on scores) haw word choice shopes meaning, tone, and impact
*  Rightsonly scoring |a point for a cormect answer but no deduction for an
incorect answer; blank esponses have no impoct on scores)
Essay Required and given of the beginning of the SAT | Optional and given of the end of the SAT: postsecondary institutions
25 minutes jo wiile the essay determine whether they will require the Essay for admission
Tests writing skill; students 1oke o posiion on al* 50 minutes to wrile the essay
presenied issue * Tests reading, anahsis, ond wiiting skills; sudents produce o waitien
analysis of o provided source lexd
Score Reporting® *  Scole ranging from 600 10 2400 *  Scole ranging from 400 1o 1600
* Scole ranging from 200 to 800 for Ciiical|®  Scole ranging from 200 to 800 lor BvidenceBased Reoding and
*Redesigned SAT scores Reading; 200 to B00 for Mathematics; 200 1o Wiiting; 200 1o 800 for Math; 2 to 8 on each of thiee dimensions for
subject fo research 800 for Whiting Essay
»  Essay resulls scoled to mulliplechaice Willing  |*  Essay resulis reported separately
Subscore Reporfing | MNone Subscores for every tes!, providing odded insight for students, porents,
admission officers, educolors, and counselos
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Comparison of Test Length and Timing: Current SAT and Redesigned SAT

Current SAT Redesigned SAT
Component | Time Alloted {min.) | Number of Questions/Tasks Component Time Allotted (min.) | Number of Questions/Tasks
Criticol Reading 70 67 Reoding 63 52
Whiting &0 49 Wiiting and lanquage 35 44
Essay 25 l Essay [opfional] 50 1
Mathematics 70 54 Math 80 58
Tokal 225 171 Toiol 180 [230 with Essay) 154 {155 with Essay}

Outside of structure changes, there is also a content change on the SAT. Currently, there are
nine sections that alternate between reading and mathematics, with English language usages inserted in
a multiple-choice answer format. The new test will be Common Core aligned and reflect many question
types that are found in the Florida State Assessment format, including questions that require the
student to justify their answers with evidence. Vocabulary will remain a primary component on the test;
however, the vocabulary will be pulled from the text in context, so students who are widely read or have
a good academic lexicon will be more prepared. According the SAT test designers, “Many questions on
the redesigned assessments will focus on important, widely used words and phrases found in texts in
many different subjects. The focus of these questions will be on determining the meaning or
implications of these words and phrases in the contexts in which they are used. This is demanding but
rewarding work centered on words and phrases that students use throughout their lives — in high
school, college or workforce training, and beyond.

Command of Evidence

When students take the evidence-based Reading and Writing sections of the assessments and the SAT
Essay, they'll be asked to demonstrate their ability to interpret, synthesize, and use evidence found in a
wide range of sources. This is similar to the FSA assessments currently in use. These passages will be a
mix of informational graphics, (tables, charts, and graphs) as well as multi-paragraph passages. The
passage topics include literature and literary nonfiction, the humanities, science, history, and social
studies, and on topics about work and careers. On the reading portion of the test, “at least one question
will ask them to decide which part of the text best supports the answer to the previous question.” In
other cases, students will participate in a combination task question, integrating the information in the
text and the graphics to determine the best answer. Additionally, students will be asked to logically
order sentences. Editing is a new feature: students will be asked to interpret a graphic and to synthesize
that information. Then, students are required to edit a portion of the accompanying passage in a concise
and correct manner.

ACT Changes

The ACT began changing its test in the fall of 2015, with the addition of multipassages embedded in the
reading section of the test. The test currently assesses a student’s strengths in English, Mathematics,
Reading, and Science. There has been an optional writing test for a decade which many four-year




colleges require before it will be consider an application complete. The biggest changes for the ACT in

2016 will be in reporting categories and in a revamped writing assessment. Students will be scored
across four domains in writing, instead of an integrated score that previously included their English
score. Like the F5A, the writing assessment will score whether students can justify, explain, and use
evidence to support claims in a cohesive manner.

According to ACT, the four domains will represent scores in these categories:

Ideas and Analysis

Scores in this category represent a student’s ability to comprehend the rhetorical situation; generate
productive ideas in response; think critically about the task; evaluate and analyze multiple perspectives;
and employ effective rhetorical strategies.

Development and Support

Scores in this category reflect a student’s ability to illustrate, explain, and substantiate claims and ideas.
Strong writers discuss and explore their ideas, making clear their pertinence by way of detailed,
persuasive examples and sound reasoning. They bolster their claims by marshaling evidentiary support,
drawing from their knowledge and relevant experience.

Organization

Scores in this category indicate a student’s ability to structure an argument logically, sequence ideas
strategically, and organize writing clearly.

Language Use and Conventions

Scores in this category denote a student’s ability to use standard written English in service of a
persuasive purpose. Competent writers demonstrate control over the conventions of grammar, syntax,
word usage, and mechanics. Stronger writers make effective rhetorical choices in voice and tone, and
express nuanced ideas by way of precise word choice.

Other changes include the ability for students to select sites where the test can be administered
online, if they wish not to take a traditional paper-based test. The ACT will continue to offer paper
testing as long as there is a market demand. The benefit of paper testing is an ability to mark up the text
and edit the guestions manually in a time-sensitive environment,

Also, the changes include:

* The addition of questions on the Reading Test that address whether students can integrate
knowledge and ideas across multiple texts

* The inclusion of additional statistics and probability items in the Mathematics Test to allow for
reporting of student achievement in this area
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The scoring scale of 1-to-36 will remain the same for the four individual categories, with the additional
categories of Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) score, career readiness indicator,
English-Language Arts score, text complexity indicator, and reporting categories consistent with college
and career readiness language.
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