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Principal’s Message
Dear Parent/ Guardian:
The 2021-22 school year is almost ready to begin. This year is going to be an exciting year for Avalon as we 
welcome all students back for face to face instruction. Masks will be optional for students and staff beginning 
August 2, 2021. This is subject to change based on CDC guidelines.
Our teachers have missed interacting with their students in a meaningful way to guide their academic 
journey. I am so impressed by our kind, caring, professional staff. The way they handled last school year was 
extraordinary. I am truly grateful to be surrounded by such a motivated, intelligent and compassionate staff. 
Together with parents and community members, we will work hard to continue Avalon’s high standards as a 
rigorous and nurturing learning environment.
As literacy is one of the most important skills a student can develop for success in life, we hope that you 
have been encouraging your child to read daily. There is still time for students to participate in our AMS 
Summer Reading Challenge. Go to our school’s website and click on the “Summer Reading Challenge” 
link for more information.
The following is information that you need to know as your child returns to school:
• Please become involved in our school by joining our PTSO, School Advisory Council (SAC) and Parent 

Leadership Council (PLC). Information on all of these organizations is available on our website.
• Rising 6th graders can come to campus to walk their schedule on Friday, August 6th.
• Open House is scheduled for September 28th from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. We hope that you will attend.
• The school year calendar is on our district’s website, www.ocps.net, and via a link on our school website 

so that you know the important dates for this year. Please refer to this calendar when 
making vacation and family plans.
• The first day of school is August 10th. Help your student start the new school 
year well by bringing the materials from our school supply list. Also, since the 
first day of school is so busy, we encourage your child to bring lunch from home 

in order for him or her to have plenty of social time during lunch.
Students will receive a lot of important information during the first 

week of school so make sure to take time each evening to review any 
materials or information sent home and respond appropriately.
We are looking forward to a great school year.

Sincerely,
  Karen Furno

13914 Mailer Blvd
Orlando, FL 32828

Phone: 407-207-7839
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Calendar
Dates Subject to Change
August 10 . . . . First Day of School
August 10-13 . Soccer Tryouts Begin
August 17  . . . Advanced Band Parents meeting 5-5:45 pm
 Beginners Band Parents meeting 6-6:45 pm
August 19 . . . . Beginners Band Instrument Tryout Night 

5:30-7:30 pm
August 24 . . . . Orchestra Parent Night 6-6:45pm
August 25  . . . Soccer Game vs. Union Park -Away
August 26 . . . . Chorus Parent Night 6-6:45pm
  Thespian Parent Night 7-8pm
August 30  . . . Soccer game vs. Arbor Ridge - Away
September 1 . . Soccer game vs. Timber Springs - Away
September 6 . . Labor Day Holiday
September 8  . Soccer game vs. Wedgefield - Away
September 13 Soccer game vs. Legacy- Home
September 15 Soccer game vs. Corner Lakes -Home
September 20 Soccer game vs. Discovery -Away
September 27  Soccer Fest Round 1
September 29 Soccer Fest Round 2
October 4 . . . . Chorus Recital Dress Rehearsal 4:15-5:30
October 5 . . . . Orchestra Fall Concert
October 7 . . . . End of 1st Marking Period
October 8 . . . . Student Holiday / Teacher Workday
October 11 . . . Begin 2nd Marking Period

Skyward
Orange County Public Schools uses Skyward 
as its Student Information System. This 
system includes Student and Parent Access 
portals. There is a good video and documents 
about how to use Skyward on the OCPS 
website (https://www.ocps.net) that you can 
find on the “Students and Parents” section.

Immunizations
All students entering the 7th grade must have the following 
immunizations on record with the school before beginning 
classes. Please contact our registrar, Cher Crisona, if you have 
any questions.
• DTaP Series (Note: If final dose was administered before 4 

years of age, an additional dose is required.)
• 1 dose of Tetanus, Diphtheria, Pertussis (T dap)
• Polio Series*
• Hepatitis B Series
• 2 doses of Measles, Mumps, Rubella (MMR)
• 2 doses of Varicella (Chickenpox)
*Note: If the final dose was administered 
before 4 years of age, then an additional 
dose is required. A 4th dose is not 
required if the 3rd dose was administered 
at 4 years of age or older. If the 4th dose was administered prior to 
the fourth birthday, a 5th dose of polio is required.
For more information about immunization requirements in general, 
visit the Florida Department of Health in Orange County site.

Student Items
One of our primary goals is to provide our students with a safe 
learning environment that is also free from distractions to the 
learning process. In order to help us reach this goal, we need your 
assistance in monitoring what your child brings to school.
• Medication— If it is necessary for a student to take any form of 

medication at school, then you must bring the medicine in its 
original container, fill out the required form, and leave it with 
the health assistant. Your child should never be in possession 
of any over-the-counter or prescription medication. Students 
may carry inhalers that are prescribed for them.

• Food Items and Balloons— Do not send cakes, cupcakes 
or any other food items to school with your child. County 
guidelines prohibit the sharing of food items. Balloons and 
other large items cause distractions in the classroom and 
are not permitted on buses. Any food or items that cause 
distraction will be held in the office until a parent/guardian 
can pick them up.
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Open House
Open House or Meet the Teacher Night will be held on September 28th. The purpose of 
this evening is for you to meet your child’s teacher and learn more about his or her specific 
classes. The event will begin at 6 p.m. and end at 7:30 p.m. We hope to see you there!

Attendance
Not only does Florida law require student attendance each 
day, but also regular attendance is an important component 
in student academic success. When students are absent 
from school, they must bring a note from their parent or 
guardian the day they return to the Main Office explaining 
the absence. The note must have the student’s full name, 
reason for the absence, date(s) of the absence and parent’s/
guardian’s signature and telephone number. The absence 
will be marked unexcused without a note. Excessive 
absences will be referred to the social worker. Excused 
absences include illness of a student, serious illness or 
death of a member of the student’s immediate family, and 
special and recognized religious holidays observed by the 
student’s faith and emergency situations. A doctor’s note 
for medical appointments must be provided in order for 
the absence to be recorded as excused. Being on time is as 
important as being present; therefore, students who are 
tardy to school must report to the Main Office to obtain a 
pass to class. Students with excessive tardies will be referred 
to a guidance counselor or social worker.

Electronic Devices
All electronic devices including but not limited to iPods, 
MP3 Players, and handheld games are not permitted in 
school or on campus. Please leave these items at home. 
The school assumes no responsibility if contraband 
items are lost or stolen. Cell phones are not forbidden at 
school; however, their use is prohibited during the school 
day except when being used for instruction under the 
direction of a teacher. Cell phones must be turned off, put 
away and not visible during school hours. Cell phones 
will be confiscated from students who violate this policy. 
The school assumes no responsibility if cell phones are 
lost or stolen.

Transportation
AMS students get to and from school in various ways. For the safety of all of 
our students, it is important for you and your child to follow the guidelines 
listed below.
• Bike riders– Remember that Florida law requires students riding bicycles 

and skateboards to wear helmets. Bicycles must be locked up in the bike 
rack. Skateboards will remain in the grade level offices during the day. 
Bicycles and skateboards are not to be ridden on the campus or walkways at 
any time. Neither OCPS nor AMS is responsible for damaged, lost or stolen 
bicycles or skateboards.

• Bus riders- Students must follow the bus drivers’ directions at all times. 
Students are required to wear masks while on the bus and to sit where 
designated by the bus driver. While riding the bus, students are subject 
to the same disciplinary procedures when they are being transported to 
and from school as they are while in school. Upon arrival and dismissal, 
students should always use the sidewalks in order to exit from and go to 
their buses. Also, remember that students must ride their assigned bus 
to and from school, and may not board or depart the bus at a different 
stop. Furthermore, students may only ride their assigned bus. If a student 
becomes ill during the day, the student is not allowed to ride the bus home. 
You will need to pick them up from school.

• Car riders– All students should be dropped off and picked up in the AMS 
car loop. Cars should not drop students off on Mailer Blvd. or use the bus 
loop for pick-up and drop off of students. Once in the car line, please follow 
the lines of traffic as directed by school personnel. Please keep in mind that 
students are not permitted to walk through the parking lot to meet you. 
In addition, we ask that you remain in your vehicles unless it is medically 
necessary to assist your child. Finally, please watch out for our bike riders 
and walkers as you enter our campus.

• Walkers– Students who walk to and from school should stay on designated 
sidewalks and refrain from walking in the street or in their neighbors’ yards. 
Please be careful to cross the streets at the intersections and pay attention 
while crossing.

We appreciate everyone’s assistance in helping to keep all of our students safe.
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Curriculum

Counselors’ Corner

Student Arrival & Departure 
Per Orange County Schools Statute, Orange 
County Public Schools employees are not 
responsible for supervising students arriving 
on campus more than thirty minutes 
before school sponsored activities begin or 
remaining more than thirty minutes after 
the end of school sponsored activities. No 
students should be on campus before 8:55 
a.m. unless they are enrolled in the YMCA 
morning program. Similarly, students 
should not remain on campus beyond 4:15 
unless they are participating in the afternoon 
YMCA program.

AMS Weekly Electronic News Brief
Ms. Furno sends out an electronic newsletter each week. This publication contains the weekly 
calendar, notices about upcoming important events, information about our school, student 
recognition, and more. If you are interested in receiving this news brief via email, then go 
to our school’s website at https://avalonms.ocps.net/home and enter your email address and 
the message “Please add me to the principal’s newsletter” where it says “School Newsletter 
– Electronic.” This news brief is the best way to keep up with the most recent information 
about AMS.
Our news brief is a great way to share information about our community. In addition, it serves 
as a fundraiser for our school. If you have a local business or service that you would like to 
advertise in our news brief, please contact our Media Specialist, Ms. Wax, at 407-207-7839, ext. 
5302507, for more information.

Where to Go for Assistance
The start of a new school year should be a fun and exciting time, but too often students are filled 
with apprehension, especially if this is their first year at a new school. We at Avalon Middle 
School want all students to understand where they can go to obtain assistance and solve any 
problems that may arise. A great place to start is with the classroom teacher. Teachers are a 
great source of information, and they have the ability to solve classroom level concerns. The 
next best resource is for students to contact their guidance counselor. Students can ask for 
permission to go to the counselors’ office while on campus. We encourage all students to report 
problems as soon as they arise. Every adult on our campus is ready to assist with any problems 
or concerns. If you have any questions, or would like further information related to this topic, 
please feel free to contact a grade level counselor at 407-207-7839.
6th Grade – Ms. Melinda Fontaine ext. 5302248 melinda.fontaine@ocps.net
7th Grade – Alpha A-L   Ms. Somaliz Davila  Alpha M-Z   Mrs. Melinda Fontaine
8th Grade – Ms. Somaliz Davila ext. 5302246 somaliz.davila@ocps.net

Athletics and YMCA Programs
If your child plans trying out for soccer, volleyball, basketball or track next year, they must have a 
complete Annual Sports Physical for the current year. This form is required annually. The Sports 
Physical packet can be found on the AMS website under athletics or can be picked up at the 
front office. The physical is good for an entire school year, so we recommend you get it over the 
summer and turn it in early to the front office. Specific tryout dates and sports schedules will be 
available on the AMS website throughout the year. If you have any questions related to Athletics 
please contact Mr. Santos by email: German.Santos@ocps.net. Soccer tryouts will begin on 
Tuesday August 10th and conclude on Friday August 13th. Tryouts will begin immediately after 
dismissal and will end at 6 p.m. Students must have physical form on file in order to tryout. 
The YMCA before school program and After-School Zone are tentatively scheduled to resume 
on August 24th. The YMCA 
before school program costs 
$25.00; the after school 
program is free. Registration 
forms will be completed 
online. We will advertise the 
links on our Facebook page.

https://avalonms.ocps.net/home
mailto:melinda.fontaine@ocps.net
mailto:somaliz.davila@ocps.net
mailto:German.Santos@ocps.net
http://www.eastsidebistro.com
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Parent / Community Involvement
At AMS, we welcome your participation in our school’s activities. 
There are several ways in which you can get involved. As mentioned, 
information on the virtual meetings will be shared via our weekly 
electronic newsbrief and Facebook.

PTSO (Parent, Teacher, and Student Organization): 
The PTSO will meet monthly. Goals, suggestions, and plans for the 
year must be established with your help and support.

SAC (School Advisory Council):
The responsibility of this council is to work on the school’s mission 
statement, objectives, goals, and actions to be taken during the 
school year. Participation on this council is one of the best ways 
to find out what is happening at AMS. In addition, it is a great way 
for you to provide feedback and input to us so that we can create 
the best learning environment for all of our students. Parents, 
community members and business partners are encouraged to join 
staff members on this council. Meetings will be held monthly.

PLC (Parent Leadership Council):
The PLC will convene on a regular basis to discuss ideas, plans 
and recommendations that will assist the ELL population of AMS. 
Please contact Ms. Davila at 407-207-7839, ext. 5302246, for more 
information.

PIE (Partners in Education):
AMS is eager to form partnerships with local businesses and 
community organizations. Please contact Ms. Wax at 407-207-
7839, ext. 5302507, for more information.

ADDitions:
Parents may become involved by volunteering to work at AMS 
in special circumstances. All volunteers must complete a new 
application each year even if you have worked as an ADDitions 
volunteer in previous years. Contact Ms. Veres at 407-207-7839, 
ext. 5302512, for more information.

Supply List
We published our AMS back-to-school 
list in July. If you haven’t yet seen it, you 
can find a copy on our school's webpage at 
https://avalonms.ocps.net/home. As we are 
discouraging use of shared items for safety 
reasons, please make certain that your child 
brings pens and pencils each day.

Advertise in the Husky Herald!  This is a wonderful way for 
your company to get community recognition and exposure, and 

at the same time help support your local schools!

Marsee Perkins • marsee.perkins@ocps.net
Avalon Middle School

A few spots are left! 

We need you!

https://avalonms.ocps.net/home
mailto:marsee.perkins@ocps.net
http://www.ZozoFlowerShop.com
http://www.LilAnthonysAvalonPark.com
http://BattleOrtho.com
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Digital Information
All parents and students, especially those new to Avalon, should review the OCPS 
LaunchEd Family Handbook this summer. You can find the handbook and other 
important information in the digital section of our school's website. All OCPS 
students will continue to use the laptop that was issued to them last school year. If 
you are experiencing issues with your child's laptop, your child will need to submit 
a tech request located in their Launchpad account. If your child is either new to the 
area or does not have a device, please call the school to make an appointment. As 
a reminder, students are required to have a padded case for their laptops. You can 
purchase an AMS laptop sleeve for $10 through SchoolPay or by stopping by our 
main office during our office hours.
Prior to the first day of school, parents need to complete the Parent Consent Form. 
The form can either be filled out via Skyward Family Access or can be printed and 
dropped off at the school. The directions for the process are located at https://www.
ocps.net/cms/one.aspx?objectId=1259544 .
Reminder: If your child was assessed a fine for damage or loss of a device/charger 
this year, then you can take care of it via SchoolPay. If you have any questions, 
please contact our Media Specialist, Shana Wax, at shana.wax@ocps.net.

MY LIFE BACK”
Former Patient - Recovery Solutions

TO SCHEDULE A FREE AND CONFIDENTIAL ASSESSMENT CALL 

407-281-7000

Substance Use Disorder and
Mental Health Care

Often times life can be overwhelming. We are here. Let us help
you navigate through life’s sometimes unpredictable turns.

 
 
 

Adult Acute Mental Health Inpatient Treatment
Adult Detox and Medication Assistance Treatment Programs

Adult Co-occurring Disorder Treatment
Children and Adolescent Acute Care 

“I’VE BEEN GIVEN

2500 Discovery Dr. Orlando, FL 32826     www.universitybehavioral.com

https://www.ocps.net/cms/one.aspx?objectId=1259544
https://www.ocps.net/cms/one.aspx?objectId=1259544
mailto:shana.wax@ocps.net
http://Nemours.org/tlc
http://Nemours.org/urgentcare
http://www.CrystalAdamsRealtor.com
http://www.universitybehavioral.com
http://www.DCACairandheat.com
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Safety Protocols
Teachers will be going through detailed safety protocols during the first week. Here 
are key points:
• Per Board Policy EBBA, each student, employee, visitor, vendor, or other person 

may voluntarily wear a face covering at their discretion. Face coverings may 
be required if the CDC or other governmental entity updates guidance which 
mandates more restrictive face covering requirements.

• Water Fountains - Please encourage your students to bring a water bottle to use 
throughout the day rather than using the water fountains. Every water fountain 
is equipped with a bottler filler.

• Social Distancing – Whenever possible, please encourage your child to 
practice physical distancing, maintaining the maximum distance possible. We 
recommend remaining at least six feet apart from others. In addition, students 
should not greet others through physical means such as shaking hands, hugging 

or fist bumping. Instead, we encourage waving 
or verbal greetings.
• Hand Washing – After using the restroom, 
students should wash their hands with soap and 
water for at least 20 seconds. Hand sanitizers will 
be available in every classroom, and students 
will be encouraged to use them frequently.
• Supplies – Students should bring their own 
headphones and basic supplies such as pencils 
and pens. Students will not be allowed to share 
these items.

Communication
Are you looking for the most up-to-date information 
about AMS? If so, then go to our school website 
(https://avalonms.ocps.net/) and sign up to receive 
our electronic weekly newsletter. Afterwards, check 
out our school’s Facebook page at https://www.
facebook.com/avalonmiddleschool/ or by using the 
search feature and typing Avalon Middle School-
OCPS. If you need to contact your child’s teacher, 
then you must email them or call the guidance office 
to schedule a phone conference.

Dress Code
The dress code is available on the OCPS website as part 
of the Student Code of Conduct. In addition, all of the 
students will be completing a Canvas Course reviewing 
the OCPS Code of Conduct the first week of school 
during which they will go over the new dress code.

https://avalonms.ocps.net
https://www.facebook.com/avalonmiddleschool
https://www.facebook.com/avalonmiddleschool
http://drtaddeo.com
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Moment of Silence in Schools – Section 
1003.45, Florida Statutes
Dear Parent or Guardian:
In accordance with Section 1003.45, Florida Statutes, the District 
will observe a moment of silence each school day this year. 
This moment of silence will occur during first period or at the 
beginning of the day.
In accordance with the statute, the District will not make 
suggestions as to the nature of any reflection in which a 
student may engage during the moment of silence. Families 
are encouraged to discuss the moment of silence with their 
child(ren) and to make suggestions as to the best use of this time.
Please contact your child’s school with any questions about 
the moment of silence. We thank you for being our partner 
in education.
Sincerely,
Karen M. Furno
Principal


